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“At a  t ime when we should be moving forward

in  improving the env i ronment,  but  instead are 

in  danger  of  seeing our  hard-won progress

reversed,  the establ i shment of  the In i t iat ive 

i s  espec ia l ly  cr i t ica l .  I t  focuses  on some of  the

most  urgent  env i ronmenta l  cha l lenges of  

our  t ime — chal lenges that  are regional  

and global  as  wel l  as  loca l .”

–Former U.S.  Senator  Paul  S .  Sarbanes,  Mary land
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One 
Environment 

requires a shared response

Building International Capacity
With the globalization of economies, the
alarming depletion of and damage to envi-
ronmental resources, and the disproportion-
ate burden of environmental and health
problems borne by some countries, the envi-
ronment and public health are international
priorities that transcend national, political,
and geographic boundaries.

Building international capacity in environ-
mental and public health education,
research, and practice is vital to protect the
environment and to safeguard health. 

With this goal in mind, the HSPH-Cyprus
International Initiative for the Environment
and Public Health (“the Initiative”) was
launched in 2004 as a partnership between
the government of the Republic of Cyprus
and the Harvard School of Public Health.

The goals are to:
• Monitor,  assess ,  and u l t imate ly  

improve a i r  qual i ty ;

• Protect  and enhance water  
qual i ty ;

• Ident i fy  and reduce 
env i ronmenta l  r i sk  factors  
for  cancer ;

• Reduce tobacco preva lence and 
change soc ia l  norms regarding 
smoking;

• Assess  and address  occupat ional  
hazards  that  can hamper the 
workforce;

• Tra in  the next  generat ion of  
env i ronmenta l  and publ ic  heal th  
leaders ;

• Disseminate env i ronmenta l  and 
publ ic  heal th  informat ion to the 
publ ic  and the media ;

• Establ i sh  permanent  research 
capac i ty  to study and analyze
environmenta l  threats  and thei r
effects  on publ ic  heal th  now and
in the future.
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“The global  env i ronment does not  have 
geographic  borders .  Th is  effort  has  the 

potent ia l  to  improve the heal th  of  the people
of  Cyprus  and many nat ions  in  the region.”

– Barry  R.  B loom, Dean
Harvard School  of  Publ ic  Health  

“Cyprus ,  h istor ica l ly,  has  been at  the 
crossroads of  European and As ian cu l tures .  

We bel ieve that ,  with  the help of  the Harvard
School  of  Publ ic  Health ,  we can become a

regional  center  for  research and excel lence 
in  the env i ronment and publ ic  heal th .”

– H.E.  Tassos  Papadopoulos  
Pres ident  of  the Republ ic  of  Cyprus



Two New Entities Created
To bring together international experts from
the U.S., Cyprus, and the region to confront
environmental issues, two new research and
training entities were created — one located
in Cyprus, the other at the Harvard School
of Public Health (HSPH) in Boston,
Massachusetts, USA. 

The HSPH-Cyprus Program (HCP) 

This program brings qualified students from
Cyprus and the region to study, train, and
earn a degree at HSPH, and collaborates
with the Cyprus International Institute in
Nicosia to develop and execute in-depth
research.

The Cyprus International
Institute for the Environment
and Public Health (CII)

Established as part of the Initiative, the
Cyprus International Institute enhances the
skills and capacity of researchers in Cyprus to 

address present and future societal needs of
the region. In addition, the Institute attracts
scientists from Europe, Africa, the Middle
East, and the United States who come to
Cyprus for training, research, and scientific
conferences.
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Cooperation
for education, 

research, and 
technology transfer

Pres ident  of  the Republ ic  of  Cyprus 
Tassos Papadopoulos ( le f t )  and HSPH Dean
Barry  R.  B loom at  the s igning ceremony for
the In i t iat ive in  June 2004.
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One Goal-
Two Locations

Through programs in both 
Cyprus and Boston, the Initiative
promotes:

Cutting Edge Research 

The Initiative helps Cyprus and the region
develop local expertise in environmental
health research and will ultimately generate
important discoveries that can be applied
immediately to benefit the environment,
human health, and the economy. The
Initiative’s research projects are conducted
by an international network of scientists in
Cyprus, Boston and at collaborating institu-
tions in the region and currently focus on
the following areas:

• Air  pol lut ion and i ts  effects  on 
respiratory  and cardiovascular  
d iseases ;

• Water  pol lut ion in  the Eastern 
Mediterranean region and i ts  
effects  on the env i ronment and 
publ ic  heal th ;

• Cancer  research and contro l  in  
Cyprus  and in  the Eastern 
Mediterranean region;

• Tobacco research and contro l ;  

• Occupat ional  hea l th .  

Education

Harvard-Cyprus Program for the
Environment and Public Health,
HSPH

This program brings highly qualified stu-
dents from the Eastern Mediterranean
region to pursue graduate and postgraduate
studies at Harvard School of Public Health
in Boston, equipping them with the skills
they need to address key environmental and
public health issues in their home countries.

The Cyprus International
Institute's Education and
Outreach Programs

The Cyprus International Institute’s
Postgraduate Program in Environmental
Health in Nicosia offers 12 months of inten-
sive, specialized graduate-level training in
environmental health for students from
throughout the Mediterranean region,
preparing them to assume leadership posi-
tions in government, research, or industry.

The Cyprus International Institute also
offers lectures, workshops and symposia for
lay and professional audiences on critical
topics in environmental and public health.
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“The locat ion of  the centre in  Cyprus  

with  i ts  attract ive c l imate,  wel l -developed 

infrastructure and proximity  to 

Europe,  the Middle East ,  and Afr ica

wi l l  promote the act ive and susta ined 

involvement of  Harvard facu l ty  

in  the programme.”

– Dr.  Kazem Behbehani
Former Ass istant  Director-Genera l  

Wor ld Health  Organizat ion
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World 
Leaders 

in environmental public health

T H E  R E P U B L I C  O F  C Y P R U S  A N D  T H E  H A R V A R D  S C H O O L  O F  P U B L I C  H E A LT H8

Eight Decades of Experience
To ensure the success of the environmental
public health effort being mounted, the gov-
ernment of Cyprus enlisted the support of
the Harvard School of Public Health
(HSPH), the world leader in public health
education and training and in developing
technologies and research that promote the
public’s health. 

Since the School’s establishment in 1922, its
faculty members have won two Nobel
Prizes. HSPH’s more than 17,000 alumni—
including former World Health
Organization Director General Gro Harlem
Brundtland and six former U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention Directors—
occupy leadership positions in hospitals,
industry, health departments, and interna-
tional health agencies worldwide.

Wide-Reaching Achievements

The School’s achievements are numerous
and wide reaching. They include:

• Development of  the cardiac  
def ibr i l lator  and the i ron lung;

• Research that  led to the 
development of  the pol io  vacc ine;

• Des ign of  sewage and water  
t reatment  systems that  curbed 
infect ious  d iseases ;

• Creat ion of  the f ie ld  of  industr ia l  
hygiene;

• Cruc ia l  d iscover ies  regarding the 
respiratory  t ract ’s  responses to 
inha led tox ic  dust  and gases ;

• Seminal  research into areas  
ranging f rom asthma to AIDS and 
lead poisoning.

International Research Agenda

Today, HSPH’s faculty members conduct an
international research agenda in more than
60 countries. Some are working to develop
vaccines and new treatments for resurgent
infectious diseases such as AIDS, malaria,
and tuberculosis, while others are designing
and implementing prevention and popula-
tion-based treatment efforts to help alleviate
the burden of a wide range of other diseases.
The School educates nearly 900 students
each year from more than 50 nations, and
these students return to their home coun-
tries to become the public health leaders of
tomorrow. 

HARVARD SCHOOL OF
PUBLIC HEALTH
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“The In i t iat ive i s  an integra l  part  of  a  very

br ight  future for  env i ronmenta l  and publ ic

heal th  in  the Eastern Mediterranean.  

I ts  miss ion offers  a  way for  sc ient ists  f rom

around the wor ld to t ranscend nat ional  and

pol i t ica l  boundar ies .”

– His  Eminence Archbishop Demetr ios ,  
Pr imate of  the Greek Orthodox Church of  Amer ica



Cyprus Has Become a Global
Laboratory 
As an international center in environmen-
tal and public health research and educa-
tion, the Initiative is generating knowl-
edge and technology that can be shared
with countries and regions around the
world facing similar environmental chal-
lenges. 

Regional Meeting Ground 

Culturally rich and ideally situated at the
crossroads between East and West, North
and South, Cyprus offers an ideal site for
an international research institute, and
the country serves as a regional meeting
ground for environmental and public
health research and training. 

Harvard Presence in the
Region

The Initiative brings many Harvard facul-
ty and students to the region to teach and
conduct research, providing a rich
exchange of ideas with the region’s cadre
of scientists, professionals, and govern-
ment officials, as well as with the general
public.

A New Generation of Experts

Through educational programs in Boston
and in Cyprus, the Initiative is training a
new generation of scientists and specialists
who will use their expertise to protect the
environment and to safeguard health.

Benefits to
Cyprus 

and the Region
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“Air  pol lut ion i s  one of  the most  press ing

publ ic  heal th  problems in  Greece and

throughout  the region.  My u l t imate goal  

i s  to  return to the region to use my 

engineer ing background and publ ic  

hea l th  t ra in ing f rom HSPH to conduct  

a i r  pol lut ion research and to contr ibute 

to making the region a  c leaner  and 

health ier  p lace to l ive .”  

– Vas i le ios  Papapostolou,  
Harvard-Cyprus  Program doctora l  s tudent



Learn more about the 
Initiative’s programs
Petros Koutrakis, Ph.D., 
Director, Harvard-Cyprus Program
(HCP) in Boston  
hcp@hsph.harvard.edu

Philip Demokritou, Ph.D.,
Director, Cyprus International
Institute for the Environment and
Public Health (CII) in Cyprus
cii@cyprusinstitute.com

www.hsph.harvard.edu/cyprus

Individuals, corporations, and foundations interested in making a
philanthropic investment in the work of the Initiative may contact:

Monique Bertic, M.P.H.
Harvard School of Public Health
Office for Resource Development
Landmark Center
East Atrium, 3rd Floor
401 Park Drive
Boston, MA 02215

Opportunities to invest in the work of the Initiative 

Phone: 617-384-8987
Fax: 617-384-8989
mbertic@hsph.harvard.edu

pr inted on recyc led paper

During the next ten years, our Initiative will make significant advances
in environmental and public health in the region in the following areas:

Training and Research 
Our faculty will conduct research and educate a new generation of 
scientists equipped with the specialized knowledge and skills 
necessary to affect change.

Public Policy
We will work with governmental officials in countries throughout the
region and in the European Union to develop and implement critical
policies to protect the environment and public health.

Technology Transfer to the Business Sector
Initiative leaders will create public and private partnerships to develop
technological applications for many of the Initiative’s research results
including equipment, monitoring devices, and pharmaceutical 
interventions. 

How You Can Help
The overall cost of the Initiative’s visionary activities in Boston and in
Cyprus will total US $80 million over the next ten years. The Republic of
Cyprus has generously donated a substantial portion of this total to
provide both current use and endowment funding. We are committed
to working with individuals, foundations, and corporate partners to
leverage this investment.

Realizing the Vision


