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Beth Ellen Molnar 
Associate Professor of Society, Human Development and Health 
Harvard School of Public Health 
 
OFFICE 
Department of Society, Human Development, and Health 
Harvard School of Public Health 
Kresge Building, 6th floor 
677 Huntington Avenue 
Boston, MA 02115 
Email: bmolnar@hsph.harvard.edu 
Phone: 617-432-1135 
Fax: 617 432-3755 
 
 
EDUCATION: 
 
1988 B.S.  Psychobiology  University of California, Los Angeles  
1996    S.M.     Public Health  Harvard School of Public Health 
1999    Sc.D.    Public Health  Harvard School of Public Health 
  Major: Health & Social Behavior, Minors: Psychiatric Epidemiology and 
  Adolescent Health 

 Dissertation: Child Sexual Abuse: Links to Subsequent
 Psychopathology and High Risk Behavior 

 
POSTDOCTORAL TRAINING: 
 
1999-2002    Public Health  Harvard School of Public Health, 
     The Project on Human Development in Chicago 
     Neighborhoods 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS: 
 
2009-Present  Associate Professor of Society, Human Development and Health 
   Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, MA 
2003-2009  Assistant Professor of Society, Human Development and Health 
   Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, MA 
2002-2003  Assistant Professor of Maternal and Child Health 
   Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, MA 
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OTHER POSITIONS  
 
2004-Present  Core Faculty and Mentor  
   Maternal and Child Health Concentration and Training Grant 
   Harvard School of Public Health 
2002-Present  Core Faculty 
   Harvard Injury Control and Research Center 
   Harvard School of Public Health 
2002-Present  Core Faculty 
   Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center 
   Harvard School of Public Health 
1999-2002  Research Associate 
   Project on Human Development in Chicago Neighborhoods 
   Harvard School of Public Health 
1997-1999  Data Analyst 

   National Comorbidity Survey and International Consortium of 
Psychiatric Epidemiology 

   Harvard Medical School 
1997-1999  Teaching Assistant (multiple courses) 
   Dept. of Health and Social Behavior 
   Harvard School of Public Health 
1996-1997  Research Associate / Survey Designer 
   Wellworks II, Center for Community-Based Research 
   Dana Farber Cancer Institute 
1992-1994  Project Director 
   Street Youth at Risk for AIDS, Urban Health Study 
   University of California, San Francisco 
1989-1992  Research Assistant 
   Efficacy of Cocaine Treatments, a Collaborative Study 
   Dept. of Psychiatry, University of California, San Francisco 
 
 
HONORS AND DISTINCTIONS:  
 
1996-1999   Kay Fellow, Harvard School of Public Health 
1997    Doctoral Written Exam Honors, Harvard School of Public Health 
1996/97   Department Scholarship, Harvard School of Public Health 
1995    Francois-Xavier Bagnoud Center for Health and Human Rights 

Essay Award, Harvard School of Public Health 
1995/96   Dean's Fund Scholarship, Harvard School of Public Health 
2004   Outstanding Paper of 2003, Journal: Child Maltreatment 
2003-2008  National Institutes of Health, Pediatric Research Loan 

Repayment Program 
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MAJOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICE: 
 
National Service  
2011-Present  Reviewer, National Institutes of Health (NIH) Director’s Early 

Independence Awards (DP5) 
2010-Present  Reviewer, National Institutes of Health (NIH) Psychosocial 

Development, Risk and Prevention (PDRP) study section, Risk 
Prevention and Health Behavior Integrated Review Group 

2009   Reviewer, Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) study 
section, Identifying Neighborhood Level Protective and Promotive 
Factors for Youth Violence (U01). 

2009   Reviewer, CDC study section, Grants for Public Health Research 
Dissertations, PARO7-231 Special Emphasis Panel (SEP) 

 
Boston Area 
2007-Present  Member, Board of Directors, Boston Area Rape Crisis Center 
2011-Present  Member, Working Group, Defending Childhood Initiative of the 

Boston Public Health Commission 
2007-2010  Liaison to Harvard School of Public Health, Roxbury Community 

Research Advisory Board 
2005-2007  Member, Governor’s Commission on Sexual and Domestic 

Violence, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
2005-2006  Member, Selection Committee, Mayor’s Awards for Excellence in 

Children’s Health in Boston 
2007   Moderator, celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Mayor’s 

Awards for Excellence in Children’s Health in Boston 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES: 
 
1994 – Present  Member, American Public Health Association, Mental Health and 

Injury Prevention Sections 
1999 – Present  Member, International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and 

Neglect 
2007 – Present  Member, American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children 
2007 – Present  Member, Society for Prevention Research 
 
 
OTHER PUBLIC SERVICE: 
 
1998-2005  Volunteer Medical Advocate and Peer Supervisor, Boston Area 

Rape Crisis Center 
1989-1994  Volunteer Instructor in First Aid/CPR, American Red Cross 
1992-1994  Volunteer, Prevention Point, San Francisco syringe exchange 
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DEPARTMENT AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE: 
 
Harvard University 
2010-Present  Reviewer, Harvard CATALYST Pilot Grant program 
2006-2009  Review Committee, Research Enabling Grants. Office of Faculty 

Development and Diversity 
2006-2007  Review Committee, Kennedy, Knox and Sheldon Traveling 

Fellowships 
 
Harvard School of Public Health 
2008-Present  Chair, School-wide Disciplinary Review Committee 
2006-2008  School-wide Disciplinary Review Committee 
2009-2010  Masters Curriculum Committee, Department of Society, Human 

Development and Health 
2004-2006   Doctoral Admissions Committee, Department of Society, Human 

Development and Health 
2007-2009  Masters of Public Health Admissions Committee, Department of 

Society, Human Development and Health 
2009-2010  Doctoral Admissions Committee, Department of Society, Human 

Development and Health 
2011-Present  Masters of Science Admissions Committee, Department of Society, 

Human Development and Health 
2006-Present  Reviewer of applications and interviewer for Robert Wood Johnson 

Society and Health Postdoctoral Fellows program 
2007   Planning group member, new strategies for educational 

programs, by new Associate Deans Kane and Turnbull 
2003-2004  Co-chair, Doctoral Curriculum Committee for the merger of the 

departments of Maternal and Child Health and Health and Social 
Behavior 

2002-2004  Doctoral Exam Committee for Maternal and Child Health 
Department  

2003-Present  Doctoral Exam Committee for Society, Human Development and 
Health Department 

 
 
EDITORIAL BOARDS:  
 
2008-Present  Member, Editorial Board, for journal Child Maltreatment 
1999-Present  Reviewer of abstracts, American Public Health Association, Mental 

Health Section 
2008-Present  Reviewer of abstracts, Society for Prevention Research 
1999-Present  Ad hoc peer reviewer for the following journals: 
   American Journal of Public Health 
   Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine 
   Archives of General Psychiatry 
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   Child Maltreatment (Regular Reviewer – on Editorial Board) 
   Child Abuse & Neglect  
   Clinical Child and Family Psychology Review 
   Criminology 
   Health and Place 
   Journal of Clinical Psychiatry 
   Journal of Community Psychology 
   Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health  
   Journal of Adolescent Health 
   Journal of Psychosomatic Research 
   Journal of Research on Adolescence  
   Journal of Traumatic Stress 
   Lancet  
   Pediatrics 
   Psychiatric Research 
   Psychological Medicine 
   Psychological Science 
   Social Science and Medicine 
 
 
 
MAJOR RESEARCH AND PRACTICE INTERESTS: 
 
My research is grounded in three public health domains: social epidemiology, 
prevention science, and psychiatric epidemiology.  My studies focus on two major 
areas: (1) violent, traumatic experiences and the ways that they affect children and 
youth, and (2) the social context of high-risk behaviors among adolescents (the latter 
often being sequelae of the first.) One of my main areas of expertise is multilevel 
methods, where I utilize neighborhood-level analyses for insight into both etiology and 
prevention strategies. Using both quantitative and qualitative methods, my most recent 
work, strongly influenced by Bronfenbrenner’s Bioecological Theory of Human 
Development, has focused on identifying neighborhood-level resources that can be 
mobilized to decrease levels of violence both in families and in communities. I have 
recently been supported by a five-year K01 career development award from 
NICHD, enabling me to gain experience in prevention science and community-based 
participatory research. This work has led to active collaborations with the Boston Public 
Health Commission, the Boston Public Schools, and the Boston Police Department, 
among others, to develop coordinated responses to traumatized youth.  Consequently, I 
am well poised to collaborate with communities in the development, evaluation, and 
dissemination of efficacious, preventive, multilevel interventions to prevent child abuse 
and neglect, youth violence, and other types of violence, and their mental health and 
behavioral consequences, as well as to continue my basic research on the causes and 
consequences of violence exposure among children and adolescents. 
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RESEARCH SUPPORT: 

 
Current Funding 
2007-2012 Role:  Principal Investigator 
 Title:  Community-Level Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 
 Source: 1K01HD053172-04, National Institute of Child Health and 

Human Development, National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
2001-2015 Role:  Mentor for Trainees 
 Title: Training Grant in Maternal and Child Health 
 Source: 2T76MC00001, Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health 

Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 
 
Past Funding 
2003-2006 Role: Principal Investigator 
 Title: Child Psychopathology, Adversity, and Developing Drug Abuse 
 Source: R03 MH070367, National Institute of Mental Health, National 

Institutes of Health (NIH) 
1998-2007 Role:  Co-Investigator 
 Title: Harvard Injury Control Research Center 
 Source: R49/CCR115279, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
2004-2007 Role: Principal Investigator 
 Title: Intentional Injury among Urban Youth 
 Source: R49/CC4115279, Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 

(Independent project within Harvard Injury Control Research Center) 
2000-2005 Role: Co-Investigator 
 Title: Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center 
 Source: R49/CCR118602, Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
2000-2005 Role: Principal Investigator 
 Title: Etiology of Violent Behavior among Urban Girls 
 Source: R49/CCR118602, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(Independent project within Harvard Youth Violence Prevention 
Center) 

2002-2004 Role: Co-Investigator 
 Title: Modifiable Environmental Correlates of Physical Activity 
 Source: U48 CCU115807, Prevention Research Center, Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 
2005-2010 Role: Co-Investigator 
 Title:  National Academic Center of Excellence on Youth Violence 

Prevention 
 Source: 1 U49 CE000740, Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
2005-2006 Role: Co-Investigator 
 Title: “Mostly Heterosexual” Sexual Orientation and Disparities in 
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Sexual Violence Victimization and Sexual Risk Behaviors 
 Source: Aerosmith Endowment Fund, Children’s Hospital Boston 
 
Pending Funding 
Submitted Role:  Principal Investigator 
 Title:  Violence Prevention through Complex Trauma Awareness 
 Source:  Under review at National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
Submitted Role:  Co-Investigator 

Title:  Harvard Injury Control Research Center Grant 
Source:  Under review at the Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention (CDC) 

 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 *Denotes Senior Author 
 
Peer-reviewed Publications 
 
Molnar BE. Juveniles and psychiatric institutionalization: Toward a better system of due 
process and treatment review in the U.S.  Health and Human Rights 1997; Vol. 2(2): 99-
116. 

Kral AH, Molnar BE, Booth RE, Watters JK.  Prevalence of sexual risk behavior among 
runaway and homeless adolescents in San Francisco, Denver and New York City. 
International Journal of STD & AIDS 1997; Vol. 8: 109-117. 

Molnar BE, Shade SB, Kral AH, Booth RE, Watters JK.  Suicidal behavior and 
sexual/physical abuse among street youth. Child Abuse & Neglect 1998; Vol. 22(3): 213-
222. 

Merikangas KR, Mehta RL, Molnar BE, Walters EE, Swendsen JD, Auilar-Gaziola S, 
Bijl R, Borges G, Caraveo-Anduaga JJ, DeWit DJ, Kolody B, Vega WA, Wittchen HU, 
Kessler RC.  Comorbidity of substance use disorders with mood and anxiety disorders: 
Results of the International Consortium in Psychiatric Epidemiology (ICPE). Addictive 
Behaviors 1998; Vol. 23(6): 893-907. 

Wechsler H, Molnar BE, Davenport AE, Baer JS.  College alcohol use: A full or empty 
glass?  The Journal of American College Health 1999; Vol. 47 (6): 247-252. 

Kessler RC, Aguilar-Gaxiola S, Andrade L, Bijl R, Borges G, Caraveo-Anduaga JJ, DeWit 
DJ, Kolody B, Merikangas KR, Molnar BE, Vega WA, Walters EE, Wittchen HU, Ustun 
TB. Mental-substance comorbidities in the ICPE surveys.  Psychiatria Fennica 2001; Vol. 
32 (suppl 2): 62-79. 

Kessler RC, Molnar BE, Feurer ID, Appelbaum M. Patterns and mental health predictors 
of domestic violence in the United States: Results from the National Comorbidity Survey.  
International Journal of Law and Psychiatry 2001; Vol. 24 (4-5): 487-508. 
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Molnar BE, Berkman LF, Buka SL. Psychopathology, child sexual abuse, and other 
childhood adversities: Relative links to subsequent suicidal behavior in the U.S. 
Psychological Medicine 2001; Vol. 31: 965-977. 

Molnar BE, Buka SL, Kessler RC.  Child sexual abuse and subsequent psychopathology: 
Results from the National Comorbidity Survey. American Journal of Public Health 2001; 
Vol. 91(5): 753-760. 

Vega WA, Aguilar-Gaxiola S, Andrade L, Bijl R, Borges G, Caraveo-Anduaga JJ, DeWit 
DJ, Heeringa SG, Kessler RC, Kolody B, Merikangas KR, Molnar BE, Walters EE, 
Warner LA, Wittchen HU. Prevalence and age of onset for drug use in seven international 
sites: results from the international consortium of psychiatric epidemiology. Drug & 
Alcohol Dependence 2002; Vol. 68:  285-297. 

Molnar BE, Buka SL, Brennan RT, Holton JK, Earls F. A multi-level study of parent-to-
child physical aggression: results from the Project on Human Development in Chicago 
Neighborhoods. Child Maltreatment 2003; Vol. 8(2): 84-97. 

Molnar BE, Gortmaker SL, Bull FC, Buka SL.  Unsafe to play?  Neighborhood 
disorder and lack of safety predict reduced physical activity among urban children and 
adolescents.   American Journal of Health Promotion 2004; Vol. 18(5): 378-386.   

Molnar BE, Miller MJ, Azrael D, Buka SL. Neighborhood predictors of concealed 
firearm carrying among children and adolescents: Results from the Project on Human 
Development in Chicago Neighborhoods.  Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine 
2004; Vol. 158: 657-664. 

Molnar BE, Roberts A, Browne A, Gardener H, Buka SL.  What girls need: 
Recommendations for preventing violence among urban girls in the U.S.  Social Science & 
Medicine 2005; Vol. 60(10): 2191-2204. 

Molnar BE, Browne A, Cerda M, Buka SL.  Violent behavior by girls reporting violent 
victimization: A prospective study.  Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine 2005; 
Vol. 159: 731-739.  

Brennan RT, Molnar BE, Earls F.   Refining the measurement of exposure to violence 
(ETV) in urban youth.  Journal of Community Psychology 2007; Vol. 35(5): 603-618. 

Borges G, Benjet C, Medina-Mora ME, Orozco R, Molnar BE, Nock MK. Negative life 
events and suicide-related outcomes among Mexico City adolescents.  Journal of Child 
Psychology and Psychiatry 2008; 49(6): 654-666. 

Austin SB, Roberts AL, Corliss, H, Molnar BE. Sexual violence victimization history and 
sexual risk indicators in a community-based urban cohort of “mostly heterosexual” and 
heterosexual young women. American Journal of Public Health 2008; Vol. 98(6):  1015-
1020. 
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Almeida J, Cohen AP, Subramanian SV, Molnar BE.* Increased worker caseloads in state 
child protective service agencies as a potential explanation for the decline in child sexual 
abuse: A multilevel analysis.  Child Abuse & Neglect 2008; Vol. 32(3): 367-375. 

Molnar BE, Cerda M, Roberts AL, Buka SL.  Neighborhood resources: Effects on 
aggressive and delinquent behaviors among urban youth.  American Journal of Public 
Health 2008; Vol. 98(6): 1086-1093.  

Reed E, Silverman JG, Raj A, Rothman EF, Decker MR, Gottlieb BR, Molnar BE, & 
Miller E. Social and environmental contexts of adolescent and young adult male 
perpetrators of intimate partner violence: A qualitative study. American Journal of Men's 
Health 2008; Vol. 2(3): 260-271. 

Almeida J, Kawachi I, Subramanian SV, Molnar BE.* Ethnicity and nativity status as 
determinants of perceived social support: Testing the concept of familism.  Social Science 
& Medicine 2009; Vol. 68(10): 1852-8.  

Miller MJ, Barber C, Azrael D, Hemenway D, Molnar BE.* Recent psychopathology, 
suicidal thoughts and suicide attempts in households with vs. without firearms: findings 
from the National Comorbidity Study Replication. Injury Prevention 2009; Vol. 15(3):  
183-7. 
 
Almeida J, Johnson RM, Corliss HL, Molnar BE, Azrael D. Emotional distress Among 
LGBT youth: The influence of perceived discrimination based on sexual orientation. 
Journal of Youth and Adolescence 2009; Vol. 38(7): 1001-1014. 
 
LeWinn KZ, Stroud LR, Molnar BE, Ware JH, Koenen KC, Buka SL. Elevated 
maternal cortisol levels during pregnancy are associated with reduced childhood IQ. 
International Journal of Epidemiology 2009; Vol. 38(6): 1700-1710. 

Almeida J, Kawachi I, Molnar BE, Subramanian SV. A multilevel analysis of social ties 
and social cohesion among Latino immigrants and their neighborhoods: Results from 
Chicago.  Journal of Urban Health 2009; Vol. 86(5): 745-759. 
 
Reed E, Raj A, Falbo G, Caminha F, Decker MR, Kaliel DC, Missmer SA, Molnar BE, 
Silverman JG.  The prevalence of violence and relation to depression and illicit drug use 
among incarcerated women in Recife, Brazil.  International Journal of Law and 
Psychiatry 2009; Vol. 32(5): 323-328. 

Duncan DT, Johnson RM, Molnar BE, Azrael D. Association between neighborhood 
safety and overweight status among urban adolescents.  BioMed Central Public Health 
2009; Vol. 9, Article 289. 
 
Azrael D, Johnson RM, Molnar BE, Vriniotis M, Dunn E, Duncan DT, Hemenway D.  
Creating a youth violence data system for Boston, Massachusetts.  Australia and New 
Zealand Journal of Criminology 2009; Vol. 42(3): 406-421.  
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Corliss HL, Austin SB, Roberts AL, Molnar BE.* Sexual risk in “mostly heterosexual” 
young women: Influence of social support and caregiver mental health.  Journal of 
Women’s Health 2009; Vol. 18(12): 2005-1010. 
 
Jain S, Buka SL, Subramanian SV, Molnar BE.* Neighborhood predictors of dating 
violence victimization and perpetration in young adulthood:  A multi-level study.  
American Journal of Public Health 2010; Vol. 100(9): 1737-1744. 

 
Almeida J, Subramanian SV, Kawachi I, Molnar BE.* Is blood thicker than water? Social 
support, depression and the modifying role of ethnicity/nativity status. Journal of 
Epidemiology and Community Health 2011; Vol. 65: 51-56.  
 
Borges G, Azrael D, Almeida J, Johnson RM, Molnar BE, Hemenway D, Miller MJ. 
Immigration, suicide ideation and deliberate self-injury in the Boston Youth Survey.  
Suicide and Life Threatening Behavior 2011; Vol. 41(2): 193-202. 
 
Green JG, Dunn EC, Johnson RM, Molnar BE.* A multilevel investigation of the 
association between school context and adolescent non-physical bullying.  Journal of 
School Violence 2011; Vol. 10(2):  133-149. 

 
Rothman E, Johnson RM, Young R, Weinberg J, Azrael D, Molnar BE.* Neighborhood 
factors predict physical teen dating violence perpetration:  Results from a representative 
survey of Boston public high school-attending youth.  Journal of Urban Health 2011; Vol. 
88(2): 201-213. 
 
Jain S, Buka SL, Subramanian SV, Molnar BE.* Protective factors for youth exposed to 
violence: Role of developmental assets for building emotional resilience. Journal of Youth 
Violence and Juvenile Justice (in press). 
 
 
Books and Monographs 
 
Molnar BE.  Child abuse, neglect and health (2004).  Encyclopedia of Health and 
Behavior, Editor: Anderson N.  Sage Publications Inc: Thousand Oaks, CA.  Pgs. 167-
170. 

Kessler RC, Aguilar-Gaxiola S, Andrade L, Bijl R, Borges G, Caraveo-Anduaga JJ, DeWit 
DJ, Kolody B, Merikangas KR, Molnar BE, Vega WA, Walters EE, Wittchen HU.  
Cross-national comparisons of comorbidities between substance use disorders and mental 
disorders: Results from the International Consortium in Psychiatric Epidemiology (2003). 
Handbook for Drug Abuse Prevention, Theory, Science, and Practice.  Bukoski WJ and 
Sloboda Z (eds.), Plenum Publishing Corporation: New York. Pgs. 447-472. 

Molnar BE.  Community-level prevention of child abuse and neglect.  Handbook of Child 
Maltreatment, Editors: Korbin J, Krugman R.  Springer Scientific. (Forthcoming) 
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Published Abstracts (past four years, most recent listed first)  
 
Johnson RM, Vriniotis M, Azrael D, Molnar BE, Rothman EF, Hemenway D 
(November 2010).  Whom do Youth Fight With?  Results from the Boston Youth 
Survey 2008.  Annual meeting of the American Public Health Association, Denver, CO. 

Molnar BE, Goerge RM, Holton JK, Beardslee WR (September 2010).  Neighborhood 
Resources and Changes in Rates of Child Abuse and Neglect 1995-2005.  Biannual 
meeting of the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 
(ISPCAN), Honolulu, HI. 

Johnson RM, Vriniotis M, Azrael D, Molnar BE, Rothman EF, Hemenway D (June 
2010).  Whom do Youth Fight With?  Results from the Boston Youth Survey 2008.  
Annual meeting of the Society for Prevention Research, Denver, CO. 

Molnar BE, Dunn E, Beardslee WR (May, 2009).  Scientific review of community-level 
interventions to prevent child abuse and neglect.  Annual meeting of the Society for 
Prevention Research, Washington, DC. 

Kennedy M, Subramanian SV, Krieger NK, Molnar BE* (December, 2008). Parental 
perceptions of lack of safety in neighborhoods and child overweight status: a national 
perspective and analysis of the 2003 National Survey of Children’s Health Cross sectional 
survey. Fourteenth annual Maternal and Child Health Epidemiology conference, Atlanta, 
GA. 

Dunn E, Molnar BE*  (December, 2008). Exposure to interpersonal violence and sex 
differences in adolescent-onset depression:  A test of mediation and moderation in a 
nationally-representative epidemiological survey. Fourteenth annual Maternal and Child 
Health Epidemiology conference, Atlanta, GA. 

Jain S, Subramanian SV, Buka SL, Molnar BE* (October, 2008). Social determinants of 
emotional resilience in the context of community violence: The role of developmental 
assets. Annual meeting of the American Public Health Association, San Diego, CA. 

Molnar BE, Beardslee WR (September, 2008). Scientific review of community-level 
interventions to prevent child abuse and neglect.  Biennial meeting of the International 
Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect, Hong Kong SAR, China. 

Tendulkar SA, Molnar BE* (November, 2007). Protective resources associated with 
progression to substance use disorders among youth exposed to family psychopathology. 
Annual meeting of the American Public Health Association, Washington, DC.  

Johnson RM, Street N, Molnar BE* (November 2007). Insufficient sleep and aggressive 
behaviors among urban youth. Annual meeting of the American Public Health 
Association, Washington, DC. 
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Jain S, Molnar BE,* Subramanian SV, Buka SL (November, 2006).  Neighborhood 
predictors of dating violence: Could collective efficacy stop the intergenerational 
transmission of violence? Annual meeting of the American Public Health Association, 
Boston, MA. 

Molnar BE (September, 2006). Neighborhood Differences in Child Sexual Abuse 
Victimization in an Urban, U.S. Sample of Adolescents and Young Adults.  Biennial 
meeting of the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect, York, 
UK. 

Austin SB, Roberts AL, Corliss H, Molnar BE* (March, 2006) “Mostly heterosexual” and 
heterosexual young adult females:  comparisons of sexual violence victimization history 
and sexual risk behaviors in a community-based urban cohort. Annual meeting of the 
Society of Adolescent Medicine, Boston, MA. 

 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS:  
 
Molnar BE (October 2010).  Improving neighborhood to reduce child abuse and neglect. 
Seminar at the Center for the Study of Human Development, Fall Colloquium on Effective 
Social Policies for Urban Youth and Families, Brown University. 

Molnar BE (September 2009).  Scientific review of community-level interventions to 
prevent child abuse and neglect.  Seminar at the Offord Centre for Child Studies, 
McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario – Canada. 

Molnar BE, Buka SL (July, 2008). Neighborhood influences on family violence and child 
abuse and neglect.  Invited speaker at the annual International Family Violence Research 
Conference, Portsmouth, NH. 

Molnar BE.  (March, 2006). Child/adolescent exposure to violence: What are we learning 
from neighborhoods?  Invited speaker for the Colloquium of the Harvard Training 
Program in Psychiatric Epidemiology and Biostatistics. 

Molnar BE (June, 2006).  Research pathways towards work on childhood violence.  
Invited lecture to the Summer Program in Quantitative Sciences minority summer school 
students at the Harvard School of Public Health. 

Molnar BE (May, 2005).  Exposure to child abuse and other types of violence: 
Consequences for adolescents. Invited speaker in the Great Place to Work Community 
Forum at the Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, MA. 

Molnar BE (October, 2005).  Child/adolescent exposure to violence: What can we learn 
about neighborhoods?  Invited speaker at annual Conference on Teaching and Learning, of 
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the Association for Schools and Curriculum Development, San Francisco, CA. 

Molnar BE (September, 2005).  Exposure to violence in multiple contexts.  Invited 
speaker at Prevent Child Abuse America, to an audience of primarily Chicago Health 
Department members, Chicago, IL. 

Molnar BE (April, 2004).  Community cohesiveness and violence prevention.  Invited 
speaker at the conference Strengthening Our Future: Developing Healthy Children and 
Youth, Strong Families, and Safe Communities; Substance Abuse & Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA), Kansas City, MO. 

Molnar BE (July, 2003). Family violence and psychopathology: Results from the National 
Comorbidity Survey.  Invited speaker at the International Family Violence Research 
Conference, Portsmouth, NH. 

Molnar BE (March, 2002).  Exposure to family and community violence: investigating 
mental health and behavioral consequences.  Invited speaker at a national conference on 
“Children and Trauma,” by the Casey Journalism Center on Children and Families, 
College Park, MD. 

Molnar BE, Buka SL, Earls F (January, 2002).  Parent-to-child physical aggression and 
children’s attentional development.  Invited speaker at grand rounds of Children’s Hospital 
and Judge Baker Children’s Center. 

Molnar BE, Buka SL, Browne A, Obeidallah DA, Earls F (March 2001).  Violent 
behavior among urban girls living in Chicago neighborhoods.  Invited speaker at research 
symposium by National Association of Injury Control Research Centers, Pittsburgh, PA. 

Molnar BE, Buka SL, Browne A, Obeidallah DA, Earls F (October 2001).  Violent 
behavior among urban girls living in Chicago neighborhoods.  Invited speaker at research 
symposium at the SafeUSA conference of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
Atlanta, GA. 

Molnar BE, Buka SL, Brennan RT, Earls F (April, 2001).  Parent-to-child physical 
aggression within families living in Chicago neighborhoods.  Invited speaker at the 
colloquium “Emerging Issues in Child Maltreatment Research: Measurement, Place and 
Neglect,” Santa Fe, NM. 

Molnar BE, Earls F (April, 2001).  Parent-to-child-physical aggression: cultural and 
demographic differences in a U.S. urban sample.  Invited speaker, International Children’s 
Mental Health Working Group of the Harvard Children’s Initiative, Boston, MA. 

Molnar BE, Earls F (August, 2000).  Project on Human Development in Chicago 
Neighborhoods.  Invited speaker, Media Intern Program, Kaiser Family Foundation, 
Harvard School of Public Health Center for Health Communication, Boston, MA. 

Molnar BE, Earls F (November, 1999).  Project on Human Development in Chicago 
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Neighborhoods. Invited speaker, meeting of Macarthur Network on Socioeconomic Status 
and Child Health, Berkeley, CA. 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCES: 
 
Courses Taught – I teach courses in my areas of expertise and in service to the 
department. Over the years I developed, taught, and continue to offer courses focused 
on children and adolescents, combining epidemiology and primary prevention of mental 
health disorders, high-risk behaviors, and exposure to violence. I now teach Public 
Health Program Planning and Evaluation, a core course for the masters program, 
drawing departmental students as well as those in the Masters of Science and Masters of 
Public Health programs of other departments. This course introduces an organized, 
disciplined, theory-based, and community participatory strategy for planning and 
evaluating effective health promotion programs.  I also teach an elective course on 
epidemiology and preventive interventions for high-risk behaviors among adolescents. 
Additionally, I regularly provide guest lectures, by invitation, on behavioral and 
developmental theories, child and adolescent mental health, violence, and high-risk 
behaviors among adolescents. 
 
2008-Present  Program Planning 

and Evaluation  
(SHH 265) 

Harvard School of 
Public Health 

Course Director 

2007-Present High Risk Behaviors: 
Epidemiology and 
Prevention Strategies 
(SHH 219) 

Harvard School of 
Public Health 

Course Developer; 
Course Director 

2001-2008 Mental Disorders of 
Children and 
Adolescents (ID 278) 

Harvard School of 
Public Health 

Course Director (2003-
2008); Co-instructor 
(2001-2002) 

2004 Masters Practicum 
and Seminar  
(SHH 257) 

Harvard School of 
Public Health 

Course developer; 
Course Director (2004) 

2003 Masters Seminar 
(SHH 259) 

Harvard School of 
Public Health 

Course Director (2003) 

1997-1999 Society and Health 
(HSB 201) 

Harvard School of 
Public Health 

Teaching Assistant 

1997-1999 Social and Behavioral 
Dimensions of Public 
Health (HMP 200) 

Harvard School of 
Public Health 

Co-course developer 
(1996-1997), Teaching 
Assistant 1997-1999 

 
 
Invited Lectures at Harvard School of Public Health 
2011-Present Epidemiology of Disorders and Diseases of Childhood and Young 

Adulthood (EPI 504) 
2010-Present Psychosocial Theories of Health Promotion (SHH 221) 
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2009-Present Maternal and Child Health Programs and Policies (SHH 245) 
2004-2009 Department Proseminar (SHH 233) 
2002-2009 Maternal and Child Health Doctoral Seminar (SHH 290) 
2007  Society, Human Development, and Public Health (SHH278) 
2007-2008 American Violence: The Intersection Between Home and Street 

(HPM518) 
2006  Epidemiological Investigation of Societal and Environmental Risks for 

Psychiatric Disorders (ID283) 
 
 
Invited Lectures at Harvard University 
2011 Child Abuse and Neglect: A Global Perspective.  Invited lecture in Harvard 

College Freshman Seminar on Suicide and Violence 
2007 Child/adolescent exposure to violence: What can we learn from neighborhoods? 

Invited lecture in Sociology 311, Family and Childhood Research Workshop 
1999 Exposure to violence in the Project on Human Development in Chicago 

Neighborhoods.  Invited lecture in Sociology 162, Medical Sociology  
 
 
Invited Lectures at Other Universities 
2010 Improving neighborhood to reduce child abuse and neglect. Seminar at the Center 

for the Study of Human Development, Fall Colloquium on Effective Social 
Policies for Urban Youth and Families, Brown University. 

2009 Scientific Review of Community-Level Interventions to Prevent Child Abuse and 
Neglect.  Seminar at the Offord Centre for Child Studies, McMaster University, 
Hamilton, Ontario – Canada 

2007 Neighborhood Effects on Adolescent Behavior.  Seminar at Tufts University to 
doctoral students and post-doctoral fellows in the Institute for Applied Research in 
Youth Development 

2006 Obtaining K-awards.  Seminar for Dartmouth College mentoring program for 
investigators of disaster-related mental health problems 

 
 
Advising.  I advise and mentor a number of masters degree students and doctoral students 
each year.  Masters students are enrolled in either the Masters of Science program in our 
department, or the one-year Masters of Public Health with a concentration in Family and 
Community Health (changing next year to Health and Social Behavior.)  Doctoral students 
I have advised or who I advise currently have focused on issues of mental health, different 
forms of violence, social determinants, and resilience, typically among youth and/or 
adolescents.  Each year I supervise students from a range of departments in independent 
study projects, fellowships, and required practical experiences as well. 
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Doctor of Science Advisees 
 
2002-2007 Sonia Jain Dissertation:  Multilevel Social 

Determinants of Resilience in the Context 
of Violence.  Now Senior Research 
Associate in Health and Human 
Development, WestEd, Oakland, CA 

2003-2007 Kaja LeWinn Dissertation:  Social and Biological 
Influences on Cognitive Performance in 
Childhood.  Now Society and Health 
Research Fellow, Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, UC San Francisco and UC 
Berkeley 

2003-2008 Joanna Almeida Dissertation:  The Social Determinants of 
the Latino Health Paradox.  Now a Post-
doctoral Fellow in Urban Health, 
Northeastern University 

2003-2009 Malinda Kennedy Dissertation:  Disparities in Community 
Influences on Child Obesity.  Currently 
applying for jobs 

2009-2010 Paola Gilsanz Current student 
2009-2011 Ashley Winning Current student 
2011-Present Frederick Harig Incoming student 
2011-Present Clare Evans Current student 
 
 
 
Masters of Science Advisees – and their current positions 
 
2002-2003 Marla Burton Research Associate, Beth Israel 

Deaconess Medical Center, Boston, MA 
2002-2004 Carrie Cortiglio Policy Analyst/Lobbyist, Health District, 

120 Bristle Cove, Fort Collins, CO 
2002-2004 Sarah Cunitz Health Educator, Milwaukee, WI 
2003-2005 Stephanie Liss Engender Health, New York, NY 
2003-2005 Lindsay Tucker Health Care For All, Boston, MA 
2004-2006 Anne Montgomery HIV/AIDS prevention, South Africa 
2005-2007 Stephanie Doyle Public Health Fellow, Boston Public 

Health Commission 
2006-2008 Courtenay Kessler Population fellow, University of 

Wisconsin, Milwaukee 
2006-2008 Lindsay Giorgi Harvard Dental School, Applying to 

medical schools 
2007-2008 Benjamin Capistrant Doctoral student, Dept. of Society, 

Human Development and Health, HSPH 
2007-2008 Stephanie Hseih Doctoral student, Johns Hopkins School 
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of Public Health 
2007  Anya Drabkin Clinical psychology doctoral program at 

Duke University 
2007-2009 Jessica Agnew-Blais Doctoral student, Epidemiology, HSPH 
2008-2009 Marissa Rewak Research associate at Harvard School of 

Public Health 
2008-2010 Michelle Lugalia Illinois Department of Public Health 
2009-2010 Elizabeth Rogers California Epidemiologic Investigation 

Service Fellowship 
2009-2011 Colleen Karoliszyn IBM Employee Health Promotion 

Specialist 
2009-2011 Rachel Vanderkruik Intern – World Health Organization 
2010-Present Katherine O’Donnell Current student 
2011-Present Christine Simon Incoming student 
2011-Present Emily Maistrellis Incoming student 
2011-Present Sara McKetta Incoming student 
 
 
Masters of Public Health Advisees, Family and Community Health Concentration  
 
2005-2006 Katherine Elliott Medical doctor 
2005-2006 Jean Raphael Medical doctor 
2006-2007 Jenny Cheng-Li Wei Medical doctor 
2006-2007 Bahar Hashemi Medical doctor 
2007-2008 Janice Kim Finishing medical school at UC San Diego 
2007-2008 Karen Bos Finishing medical school at Harvard  
2008-2009 Andrea Pelletier Finishing medical school at Dartmouth  
2008-2009 Vikas Arora Medical doctor 
2009-2010 Brandon Ito Finishing medical school at UC San Diego 
2009-2010 Yalonda Hutchings Medical doctor 
2010-2011 Kimberly Cauley Medical doctor 
2010-2011 Claudia Lavin Medical doctor 
2010-2011 Natalia Ramos Finishing medical school at UC San Diego 
 
 
Doctoral Committees Served on (in addition to primary advisees)  
 
2002 – Oral exam  Josie Lehrer UCSF Division of Adolescent 

Medicine, Senior Research Assoc., San 
Francisco, CA 

2005-2007 Elizabeth Reed Postdoctoral fellow, Yale University 
2004-2007 Kathleen Sherrieb Associate Director, National Center for 

Disaster Mental Health Research, 
Department of Psychiatry, Dartmouth 

2010-Present Maile Ray Current student 
2009-Present Nancy Street Current student 



Dr. Beth E. Molnar, Page 18  

 
 
 
Supervision of Practicum / Independent Studies / Fellowships  
 
2004 Jolaine Beal, Arild 

Drivdal, and Hanako 
Mihara 

Supervised MPH practicum focused on 
a survey of teen patients for Cambridge 
Health Alliance study of HIV/STD 
prevention 

2004 Malinda Kennedy Supervised data management and 
analysis from a study of violence in 
Medellin, Columbia  

2004 Kaja LeWinn, Keri 
Conran, and Sonia Jain 

Guided preparation for written 
qualifying doctoral exam  

2004 Stephanie Liss Guided review of programs in 
developing countries aimed at 
improving sexual and reproductive 
health among married adolescents  

2004 Sonia Jain, Magdalena 
Cerda, and Kaja LeWinn 

Advised on writing of research 
proposals in preparation for their oral 
qualifying exams 

2004-2005 Joanna Almeida Supervised gathering of data sets and 
review of literature on the decline in 
child sexual abuse cases 

2005 Joanna Almeida, Malinda 
Kennedy 

Guided preparation for their written 
qualifying doctoral exam 

2005 Sonia Jain, Kaja LeWinn, 
Malinda Kennedy 

Advised on writing of research 
proposals in preparation for their oral 
qualifying exams 

2005 Harbir Juj, Yanni Rho Supervised MPH practicum in design 
and implementation of mental health 
services survey among college students 

2007 Anya Drabkin Guided study of methodological issues 
of studying mental disorders in 
childhood 

2007 Courtenay Kessler Supervised data analysis and writing of 
study of protective factors that modify 
the association between sexual assault 
and violent behaviors by girls  

2007 Erin Dunn Supervised analysis of National 
Comorbidity Survey Replication data 
and writing for study on moderation of 
gender & adolescent-onset depression 
association by childhood adversities 

2009-2010 Michelle Lugalia Mentor for Albert Schweitzer 
Fellowship, Bridge over Troubled 



Dr. Beth E. Molnar, Page 19  

Waters, serving homeless/runaway 
youth, to facilitate a health education 
project that produced a “Zine” 
publication on social determinants of 
homeless youth’s health issues 

2009-2010 Sybill Hyppolite Mentor for Albert Schweitzer 
Fellowship, Institute for Community 
Health, to assist a group of bilingual, 
immigrant parents to create a 
community map of behavioral health 
resources for children. 

2009-2010 Anna Corey Supervised MPH practicum to evaluate 
sexual assault prevention curriculum at 
the Boston Area Rape Crisis Center 

2009-2010 Sybill Hyppolite Supervised literature review of theories 
and frameworks of organizing and 
coalition building to develop a 
methodology for collaboration among 
Harvard students participating in relief, 
recovery and development work in 
post-earthquake Haiti 

2010 Elizabeth Rhodes Supervised practicum with the CDC to 
write guidelines for adapting youth 
violence preventive interventions – the 
STRYVE project – Striving to Reduce 
Youth Violence Everywhere 

2010-11 Rachel Vanderkruik Supervised qualitative study of child 
care policies affecting career women in 
academia and business 

2010-11 Paola Gilsanz Supervised longitudinal analyses for a 
study of neighborhood resources and 
rates of child abuse and neglect in 
Chicago neighborhoods 

2011 Kate O’Donnell Supervised literature review of new 
technology approaches to reach young 
children with health messages 

2011-present Ashley Winning Assisting in development of a resource 
guide for developing countries 
interested in creating/improving child 
protection systems 

 
 


