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A pipeline of disease—and escalating costs

In 2005, 1.1 to 2.9 million 
people died of diabetes or 
its complications 

Expected to double by 
2030 to 360 million

More than 180 million 
people worldwide had 
diabetes in 2008

Expected to increase to 2.3 
billion overweight and 700 
million obese by 2015

At least 1.6 billion people 
age 15 and older were 
overweight and 400 million 
were obese in 2005

In addition to its human toll in pain, suffering, and disability, the worldwide cost to treat diabetes and 
its complications in 2007 was more than $232 billion, according to International Diabetes Foundation 
estimates. That figure will hit $302 billion by 2025.
    In the United States, care for people diagnosed with the disease costs about 2.3 times that for 
others. According to the American Diabetes Association, total costs were about $174 billion in 2007, 
including $116 billion in medical costs—up 32 percent from 2002—and $58 billion in lost productivity. 
Medical costs included:

			   $27 billion for diabetes care 

			   $58 billion for chronic-disease-related complications 

			   $31 billion for excess general medical costs.

heart disease 	& 
stroke
70% of people with 
diabetes die of heart 
attack or stroke

kidney disease
10-20% of people with 
diabetes die of kidney 
failure

eye disease
After 15 years of diabetes, 
2% of persons go blind; 
10% develop severe visual 
impairment

nerve disease
Diabetic nerve disease affects 
up to 50% of people with 
diabetes, and when combined 
with reduced circulation in 
the legs increases risk of foot 
ulcers and limb amputation
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