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1.
As you may know, Massachusetts has a law that is aimed at assuring that virtually all Massachusetts residents have health insurance.  How much have you heard or read about this Massachusetts law?  Would you say a great deal, quite a bit, just some, only a little, or nothing at all?

	
	A great deal
	Quite a bit
	Just some
	Only a little
	Nothing at all
	Don’t know
	Refused

	9/16/09
	26
	23
	27
	13
	10
	--
	--



(Asked of total who have heard/read about MA Universal Health Insurance Law; n = 467)


2.
Given what you know about it, in general, do you support or oppose the Massachusetts Universal Health Insurance Law?

	
	Support
	Oppose
	Don’t know
	Refused

	9/16/09
	59
	28
	13
	*



(Asked of total who have heard/read about MA Universal Health Insurance Law; n = 467)


6.
Do you think the Massachusetts Health Insurance Reform Law should be repealed, continued as the law currently stands, or continued but with some changes made?

	
	Repealed
	Continued as the law currently stands
	Continued but with some changes made
	Don’t know
	Refused

	9/16/09
	11
	22
	57
	10
	*



(Asked of total who think that the law should be continued but with some changes made; n = 

262)


7.
What do you think is the most important change that needs to be made?

	
	9/16/09

	RESTRICT ELIGIBILITY (NET)
	11

	
Not make working taxpayers pay for non-working people/freeloaders
	1

	
Everybody should pay something/some of the cost/should not be given free
	2

	
Is an individual's responsibility/only those who pay for it should get it
	*

	
Don't cover people who don't need to be covered/that can afford own insurance
	2

	
Don't cover illegal immigrants/stop giving our money to illegals
	4

	
Other restrict eligibility mentions
	*

	REDUCE COSTS (NET)
	30

	
Reduce/eliminate abuse/fraud (general)
	1

	
Cost of insurance/affordability/making it more affordable for everyone
	23

	
Cost of healthcare/need affordable healthcare for everyone
	2

	
High cost of this plan/benefit restrictions
	2

	
How it's being paid for/needs a different/better means of being funded
	2

	
Work more with/more backing from federal government
	1

	
Tort reform
	*

	
Other reduced costs mentions
	*

	EXPAND BENEFITS AND COVERAGE (NET)
	23

	
Children should be covered/have good/better coverage
	1

	
Elderly should have good/better coverage
	2

	
Good/better coverage for everyone/not being denied for needs
	4

	
Include/cover more/all people/anybody/everybody who doesn't have/can't afford health 


care/deny no one (low income, unemployed, working but employer doesn't offer or has too expensive insurance plans, etc.)
	15

	
Should loosen income guidelines (higher income guidelines to include more people, base 


on current income not past, etc.)
	1

	
Universal coverage
	*

	
Need more choices/options of plans
	--

	
Other good/better coverage mentions
	--

	
Other easier to get coverage mentions
	1

	OTHER (NET)
	15

	
More doctors/easier access to doctors
	1

	
Middle class does not get as good coverage as poor
	*

	
Need to provide more information/educate public on options/how it works
	1

	
Not require people to get it/not make it mandatory/no fines
	6

	
How it affects small business/make it easier for small business
	1

	
Should increase penalties for those not signing up
	*

	
Needs changes/improvements (unspecified)
	2

	
Single payer
	*

	
Other
	3

	Nothing
	1

	Don't know
	18

	Refused
	1


(Asked of total who have heard/read about MA Universal Health Insurance Law; n = 467)


3.
Based on what you know about the Massachusetts Health Insurance Reform Law, how successful do you think the law has been at reducing the number of uninsured in Massachusetts?  Would you say, very successful, somewhat successful, not very successful, or not successful at all?

	
	SUCCESSFUL
	NOT SUCCESSFUL
	Don’t Know
	Refused

	
	NET
	Very
	Somewhat
	NET
	Not very
	Not at all
	
	

	9/16/09
	64
	20
	44
	22
	16
	6
	14
	*



(Asked of total who have heard/read about MA Universal Health Insurance Law; n = 467)


5.
Generally speaking, do you think this Health Insurance law is helping, hurting, or not having much of an impact on (INSERT)? 

	
	Helping
	Hurting
	Not having much of an impact
	Don’t know
	Refused

	a.
The quality of your health care
	23
	14
	55
	7
	*

	b.
The cost of your health care
	19
	24
	47
	9
	*

	c.
Your ability to pay medical bills if you 

were to get sick
	24
	14
	53
	8
	1



(Asked of total who have heard/read about MA Universal Health Insurance Law; n = 467)


8.
Looking to the future, do you think Massachusetts can afford to continue with this health insurance law as it currently stands, or do you think the state cannot afford to continue with this law?

	
	Can afford to continue
	Cannot afford to continue
	Don’t know
	Refused

	9/16/09
	40
	43
	16
	1



9.
To help balance the state budget, the state recently cut 70 percent of the funding for subsidized health insurance for certain low-income legal immigrants. Do you think funding for subsidized health insurance for legal immigrants should be fully restored, should it be left as is, or should the funding be eliminated entirely?

	
	Should be fully restored
	Should be left as is
	Should be eliminated entirely
	Don’t know
	Refused

	9/16/09
	43
	28
	19
	9
	1


10.
Are you, yourself, now covered by any form of health insurance or health plan?  


(IF NECESSARY: This would include any private insurance plan through your employer or that you purchase yourself, as well as a government program like Medicare or Medicaid?


(Asked of total covered by health insurance)


11.
Which of the following is your MAIN source of health insurance coverage?  Is it a plan through your or someone else’s work or union; A plan you purchased yourself; Medicare, the program that provides health insurance primarily to people age 65 and older; Mass Health or Medicaid, the public program that provides health insurance and long term care to certain low-income families; Commonwealth Care or CommCare, the subsidized private health insurance program for low-income adults; Veteran’s Affairs, Military Health, TRICARE or CHAMPUS; Some other government program; or Something else?

10/11.
Combo Table

	
	9/16/09

	Covered by health insurance
	94

	
A plan through your/someone else’s work/union
	58

	
A plan you purchased yourself
	9

	
Medicare
	13

	
Mass Health or Medicaid
	7

	
Commonwealth Care or CommCare
	1

	
Veteran’s Affairs, Military Health, TRICARE, CHAMPUS
	1

	
Some other government program
	1

	
Something else
	3

	Not covered by health insurance
	5

	Don’t know
	1

	Refused
	*


E.
GENDER OF RESPONDENT

	
	Male
	Female

	9/16/09
	48
	52


12.
Including yourself, how many adults age 18 or older currently live in your household?  Please include anyone who is temporarily away at school or in the military.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8+
	Don’t Know
	Refused

	9/16/09
	22
	43
	21
	8
	3
	1
	*
	--
	1
	1



13.
How many children under the age of 18 live in this household?

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8+
	None
	Don’t Know
	Refused

	9/16/09
	20
	11
	3
	*
	*
	*
	--
	--
	62
	2
	*


14.
What is your age?

	
	18-29
	30-49
	50-64
	65+
	Refused

	9/16/09
	19
	38
	24
	16
	2


EDUCATION SUMMARY TABLE
	
	9/16/09

	High school graduate or less (Net)
	39

	
Less than high school graduate (Subnet)
	10

	

None or grade 1-8
	2

	

High school incomplete
	8

	

High school graduate+ (Subnet)
	29

	



High school graduate
	24

	



Business, tech/vocational school
	5

	Some college or more (Net)
	60

	
Some college, no 4-yr degree
	24

	
College graduate + (Subnet)
	36

	

College graduate
	21

	

Post-graduate training
	15

	Don’t know
	1

	Refused
	*



16.
Currently, are you yourself employed full-time, part-time, or not at all?

	
	EMPLOYED
	Not at all
	Don’t know
	Refused

	
	NET
	Full-time
	Part-time
	
	
	

	9/16/09
	59
	44
	15
	40
	--
	1


19.
Are you, yourself, of Hispanic or Latino background. [IF NECESSARY: such as Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, or other Latin American background?] 


(Asked of total Hispanics)


20.
Are you White Hispanic or Black Hispanic?


(Asked of total non-Hispanics)


21.
Do you consider yourself to be white, black or African-American, Asian American, or some other race?

RACE SUMMARY TABLE
	
	9/16/09

	White
	80

	Black or African American
	5

	Asian American
	3

	Hispanic (NET)
	7

	
White Hispanic
	5

	
Black Hispanic
	1

	
Hispanic unspecified
	1

	Some other race
	2

	Don’t know
	1

	Refused
	2



22.
In politics today, do you consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat, or an Independent?

	
	Republican
	Democrat
	Independent
	Don’t know
	Refused

	9/16/09
	15
	34
	48
	2
	1



(Asked of total landline respondents; n = 456)


L1.
Now thinking about your telephone use…Does anyone in your household, including yourself, have a working cell phone?

	
	Yes, respondent or someone in household has cell phone
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	9/16/09
	76
	24
	--
	*



(Asked of total cell phone respondents; n = 50)


C1.
Now thinking about your telephone use, is there at least one telephone INSIDE your home that is currently working and is not a cell phone?

	
	Yes, has a home telephone
	No, no home telephone
	Don’t know
	Refused

	9/16/09
	38
	62
	--
	--



L1/C1.
Summary Table

	
	Cell phone only HH
	Landline only HH
	Both cell and landline HH
	Don’t know
	Refused

	9/16/09
	9
	20
	70
	--
	*


22a.
Is the home in which you live owned or rented?

	
	Owned/still paying mortgage
	Rent
	Don’t know
	Refused

	9/16/09
	69
	30
	*
	1



23.
What is your total family income from all sources, BEFORE taxes?  Just stop me when I get to the right category.

	
	9/16/09

	Less than $15K
	12

	$15K but less than $20K
	4

	$20K but less than $30K
	5

	$30K but less than $40K
	7

	$40K but less than $50K
	8

	$50K but less than $75K
	11

	$75K but less than $100K
	11

	$100K
	21

	Don’t know
	7

	Refused
	13



24.
In what language was the interview conducted?
	
	PREDOMINATELY SPANISH
	Some Spanish/some English
	PREDOMINATELY ENGLISH

	
	NET
	All Spanish
	Mostly Spanish
	
	NET
	Mostly English
	All English

	9/16/09
	2
	2
	*
	--
	98
	2
	96


8

