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BackgroundBackground:: UN agencies and their partners are currently working to apply a human rights-based

approach (HRBA) to all development efforts, including HIV programmes. As a result, the UNFPA Culture,approach (HRBA) to all development efforts, including HIV programmes. As a result, the UNFPA Culture,

Gender & Human Rights Branch and the Program on International Health & Human Rights, Harvard School

of Public Health set out to create a framework for UNFPA staff and partners to implement a HRBA inof Public Health set out to create a framework for UNFPA staff and partners to implement a HRBA in

population and development, gender, and reproductive health programming work, including HIV

programmes. Current UN, NGO, and government HRBA manuals, guides and peer-reviewed materials were

reviewed, and UNFPA experts were interviewed. The review revealed a dearth of guidance on how toreviewed, and UNFPA experts were interviewed. The review revealed a dearth of guidance on how to

operationalize a HRBA, and few tools specifically on how to integrate human rights into HIV prevention,

treatment, and care programmes.treatment, and care programmes.

ConclusionConclusion:: A framework was created and tested to determine its applicability to country-level

programmes wishing to integrate human rights into their HIV programmes. An essential step in implementingprogrammes wishing to integrate human rights into their HIV programmes. An essential step in implementing

a HRBA is to systematically integrate key human rights principles (see the ‘ball’ in the diagram above)

into every stage of the HIV programming cycle. A sample of the kinds of questions that can be asked in

order to help integration of these principles in programming work is shown in the diagram above. Thisorder to help integration of these principles in programming work is shown in the diagram above. This

framework and checklist of questions are currently being field tested and will soon be publicly available.
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