INFECTIOUS DISEASES ACT

(CHAPTER 137)

Short title
1. This Act may be cited as the Infectious Diseases Act.
* * * 

Notification of infectious diseases
6. —(1) Every medical practitioner who has reason to believe or suspect that any person attended or treated by him is suffering from an infectious disease or is a carrier of that disease shall notify the Director within the prescribed time and in such form or manner as the Director may require. 

[5/2003]
(2) Every person in charge of a laboratory used for the diagnosis of disease who becomes aware of the existence of an infectious disease in the course of his work shall notify the Director within the prescribed time and in such form or manner as the Director may require. 

[5/2003]
(3) Any person who is aware or who suspects that any other person is suffering or has died from or is a carrier of an infectious disease shall notify the Director within the prescribed time and in such form or manner as the Director may require. 

[5/2003]
(4) Any person who is required to notify the Director under this section shall give any other particulars required by the Director in so far as they can be reasonably ascertained by him or are within his knowledge. 

(5) Any person who fails to comply with the requirements of this section or furnishes as true information which he knows or has reason to believe to be false shall be guilty of an offence. 

(6) When any person who is charged with failing to comply with the requirements of subsection (1), (2) or (3) in relation to the notification of an infectious disease, he shall be presumed to have known of the existence of the disease unless he proves to the satisfaction of the court that he had no such knowledge and could not with reasonable diligence have obtained such knowledge. 

Public health surveillance programmes, etc.
7. —(1)   The Director may, from time to time, institute public health surveillance programmes or undertake epidemiological investigations or surveys of people, animals or vectors in order to determine the existence, prevalence or incidence, or to determine the likelihood of a possible outbreak, of — 

(a) any infectious disease; or 

(b) any other disease which the Minister, by notification in the Gazette, declares to be a disease to which this section applies. 

(2)   For the purpose of any public health surveillance programme, epidemiological investigation or survey under subsection (1), the Director may require any person — 

(a) to furnish him, within such time as he may specify, with — 

(i) such information as he may require; and 

(ii) any sample of any substance or matter in the possession or control of that person, whether taken pursuant to this Act or otherwise, as he may consider necessary or appropriate; and 

(b) to submit to such medical examination as he thinks fit. 

(3)   If a person who is required by the Director under subsection (2) to furnish the Director with any information or sample, or to submit to any medical examination, fails, without reasonable excuse, to do so, he shall be guilty of an offence. 

(4)   The Director may send any sample obtained under subsection (2)(a)(ii) for such test, examination or analysis as he may consider necessary or expedient. 

Medical examination and treatment
8. —(1)   The Director may require any person who is, or is suspected to be, a case or carrier or contact of an infectious disease to submit to medical examination or medical treatment within or at such time, and at such place, as the Director may determine. 

(2)   For the purpose of subsection (1), the medical examination may include X-rays and the taking of the person’s blood and other body samples for testing and analysis. 

(3)   Where the person who is, or is suspected to be, a case or carrier or contact of an infectious disease is a minor, the Director may require the parent or guardian of the minor to have the minor medically examined or treated at such times and at such hospital or other place as the Director may determine. 

(4)   Any person who fails, without reasonable excuse, to comply with the requirement of the Director under this section shall be guilty of an offence. 

Post-mortem examination
9. Where any person has died whilst being, or suspected of being, a case or carrier or contact of an infectious disease, the Director may order a post-mortem examination of the body of that person for the purpose of — 

(a) determining the cause or circumstances of the death of that person; or 

(b) investigating into any outbreak or suspected outbreak of, or preventing the spread of, that disease. 

[7/2003]
Director may require information from healthcare professionals, etc.
10. —(1) The Director may, for the purpose of investigating into any outbreak or suspected outbreak of an infectious disease, preventing the spread of an infectious disease, or treating any person who is, or is suspected to be, a case or carrier or contact of an infectious disease — 

(a) require any healthcare professional to obtain from his patient such information as the Director may reasonably require for that purpose and transmit such information to the Director; and 

(b) with the approval of the Minister, prescribe by order any general or specific measures or procedures for that purpose for compliance by any healthcare professional, hospital, medical clinic, clinical laboratory or healthcare establishment. 

[7/2003]
(2) Any person who fails to comply with a requirement or an order referred to in subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence. 

[7/2003]
(3) A patient of a medical practitioner who fails to provide the healthcare professional or a person acting on his behalf with any information sought from the patient pursuant to a requirement under subsection (1) (a) that is within the patient’s knowledge shall be guilty of an offence. 

[7/2003]
(4) A healthcare professional shall comply with a requirement under subsection (1) (a) to transmit information to the Director notwithstanding any restriction on the disclosure of information imposed by any written law, rule of law, rule of professional conduct or contract; and he shall not by so doing be treated as being in breach of any such restriction notwithstanding anything to the contrary in that law, rule or contract. 

[7/2003]
(5)   In this section — 

“clinical laboratory”, “healthcare establishment” and “medical clinic”have the same meanings as in the Private Hospitals and Medical Clinics Act (Cap. 248); 

"healthcare professional" means — 

(a) a medical practitioner; 

(b) a dentist registered under the Dental Registration Act (Cap. 76); 

(c) a registered nurse or an enrolled nurse, or a registered midwife, within the meaning of the Nurses and Midwives Act (Cap. 209); 

(d) a pharmacist registered under the Pharmacists Registration Act 2007 (Act 48 of 2007); 

(e) a person registered under section 14 of the Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners Act (Cap. 333A) for the carrying out of any practice of traditional Chinese medicine prescribed under that Act; or 

(f) any other person providing any other healthcare service in Singapore. 

Offence for supplying false or misleading information
11. —(1) Any person who — 

(a) donates any blood or blood product at any blood bank or hospital in Singapore for any use or purpose; and 

(b) directly in connection with such donation of blood or blood product, supplies any material information which he knows to be false or misleading, 

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $20,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to both. 

[13/99]
(2) In this section, “material information” means any information directly relating to the likelihood of transmission of an infectious disease by the use of any blood or blood product. 

[13/99]
Treatment of premises or vessel
12. —(1) The Director may, by notice in writing, require the owner or occupier of any premises or vessel to cleanse or disinfect it in the manner and within the time specified in the notice. 

[5/2003]
(2) Any owner or occupier who fails to comply with the requirements of the notice served under subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence. 

(3) Without prejudice to any proceedings under subsection (2), where a notice issued by the Director under subsection (1) has not been complied with, a person authorised in that behalf by the Director may, without warrant and with such force as may be necessary, enter the premises or vessel to which the notice relates and take or cause to be taken such measures as have been specified in the notice. 

[4/2002]
(4) The cost and expenses incurred by the Director under subsection (3) shall be paid by the person in default and may be recovered as a debt due to the Government. 

Destruction and disposal of infected animals, food and water
13. —(1) The Director may order the destruction of any animal and the disposal of any food or water wherever found if he considers such animal, food or water to be a source for the transmission of an infectious disease. 

(2)   Any person who fails to comply with an order made by the Director under subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence. 

(3)   Without prejudice to any proceedings under subsection (2), where an order made by the Director under subsection (1) has not been complied with, the Director, a Health Officer or a police officer may — 

(a) without warrant and with such force as may be necessary, enter the premises where the animal, food or water (as the case may be) is to be found; and 

(b) take or cause to be taken such measures as have been specified in the order for the destruction of the animal or the disposal of the food or water. 

(4)   The costs and expenses incurred by the Director or a Health Officer under subsection (3) shall be paid by the person in default and may be recovered as a debt due to the Government. 

Wakes and disposal of corpses
14. —(1) Where any person has died whilst being, or suspected of being, a case or carrier or contact of an infectious disease, the Director may by order — 

(a) prohibit the conduct of a wake over the body of that person or impose such conditions as he thinks fit on the conduct of such wake; or 

(b) impose such conditions as he thinks fit for the collection, removal and disposal of the body of that person. 

[7/2003]
(2) If any person contravenes any order under subsection (1) — 

(a) that person shall be guilty of an offence; and 

(b) any Health Officer may take such steps as may be necessary to ensure that the order is complied with, including entering any premises at any time without warrant and with such force as may be necessary to collect, remove and dispose of the body of the deceased person. 

[7/2003]
(3) Any costs and expenses incurred by a Health Officer under subsection (2) (b) shall be borne by the person in default and may be recovered as a debt due to the Government. 

[7/2003]
Isolation of certain persons
15. —(1) The Director may order any person who is, or is suspected to be, a case or carrier or contact of an infectious disease to be detained and isolated in a hospital or other place for such period of time and subject to such conditions as the Director may determine. 

[7/2003]
(2) The Director may order any person who is, or is suspected or continues to be suspected to be, a case or carrier or contact of an infectious disease, or who has recently recovered from or been treated for such disease, to remain and to be isolated and (if necessary) be treated, in his own dwelling place — 

(a) for such period of time as may be necessary for the protection of the public; and 

(b) subject to such conditions as the Director may consider necessary for this purpose. 

[7/2003]
(3)   Where the person who is to be isolated under subsection (1) or (2) is a minor, the Director may order the parent or guardian of the minor — 

(a) to take the minor, within the time specified in the order, to the place in which he is to be isolated; or 

(b) to ensure that the minor remains in isolation in his own dwelling place, 

for such period of time and subject to such conditions as may be specified by the Director. 

(4)   Any person against whom an order under subsection (1) or (2) is made shall be guilty of an offence if he — 

(a) fails, without reasonable excuse, to proceed to the place in which he is to be isolated within the time specified in the order; 

(b) without the permission of the Director, leaves or attempts to leave the place in which he is being isolated; or 

(c) fails, without reasonable excuse, to comply with any condition to which he is subject. 

(5)   Any person, being the parent or guardian of a minor, who fails, without reasonable excuse, to comply with an order of the Director under subsection (3) shall be guilty of an offence. 

Surveillance
16. —(1) The Director may, in his discretion, order any person who is, or is suspected to be, a case or carrier or contact of an infectious disease to undergo surveillance for such period of time and subject to such conditions as the Director thinks fit. 

[7/2003]
(2)   Where the person who is to undergo surveillance under subsection (1) is a minor, the Director may order the parent or guardian of the minor to have the minor undergo surveillance for such period of time and subject to such conditions as the Director thinks fit. 

(3)   Any person subjected to surveillance by the Director under subsection (1) who fails, without reasonable excuse, to comply with any condition relating to his surveillance imposed by the Director shall be guilty of an offence. 

(4)   Any person, being the parent or guardian of a minor, who fails, without reasonable excuse, to comply with an order of the Director under subsection (2) shall be guilty of an offence. 

Isolation area
17. —(1) The Minister may, for the purpose of preventing the outbreak or spread of an infectious disease, by notification in the Gazette declare any premises to be an isolation area. 

[7/2003]
(2) A notification under subsection (1) shall be effective until the expiration of such period as may be specified in the notification or until it is revoked by the Minister, whichever occurs first. 

[7/2003]
(3) The Director may, in relation to an isolation area, by order — 

(a) prohibit any person or class of persons from entering or leaving the isolation area without the permission of the Director; 

(b) prohibit or restrict the movement within the isolation area of any person or class of persons; 

(c) prohibit or restrict the movement of goods; 

(d) require any person or class of persons to report at specified times and places and submit to such medical examinations, answer such questions and submit to such medical treatment as the Director thinks fit; 

(e) authorise the destruction, disposal or treatment of any goods, structure, water supply, drainage and sewerage system or other matter within the isolation area known or suspected to be a source of infection; and 

(f) prohibit, restrict, require or authorise the carrying out of such other act as may be prescribed. 

[7/2003]
(4)   A Health Officer or a police officer may take any action that is necessary to give effect to an order under subsection (3). 

(5) Any person who, without reasonable excuse, contravenes an order under subsection (3) shall be guilty of an offence. 

[7/2003]
(6) A person who leaves or attempts to leave or is suspected of having left an isolation area in contravention of an order under subsection (3) may be arrested without warrant by any police officer, or by any Health Officer authorised in writing in that behalf by the Director. 

[7/2003]
(7) Without prejudice to any of the orders which the Director may make under this Act, the Director may issue an order under section 15 against a person who is arrested under subsection (6) as if he were a person referred to in that section. 

[7/2003]
(8) Goods brought into or removed from an isolation area in contravention of an order under subsection (3) shall be forfeited to the Government and may be seized, dealt with and disposed of in accordance with section 55 (2) and (3) as if those goods were any substance or matter referred to in section 55 (1) (c). 

[7/2003]
Restricted zones during public health emergency
17A. —(1)   If the Minister is satisfied that there is an outbreak or imminent outbreak of an infectious disease that poses a substantial risk of a significant number of human fatalities or incidents of serious disability in Singapore, he may, by order, declare a public health emergency. 

(2)   The Minister may, if it appears necessary or expedient for the securing of public health or safety during a public health emergency, by order declare the whole of or such area in Singapore to be a restricted zone and may in such order prohibit or restrict, subject to such conditions as he may think fit — 

(a) the entry and stay of persons in any place, building or other premises (whether public or private) within the restricted zone; and 

(b) the holding of, or the attendance of persons at, any public meeting, reception, procession or other gathering within the restricted zone. 

(3)   Subject to subsection (4), every order made under subsection (1) or (2) shall remain in force until it is revoked by the Minister or upon the expiration of 14 days from the date upon which it was made, whichever is the earlier. 

(4)   An order made under subsection (1) or (2) may be renewed by declaration of the Minister from time to time for such period, not exceeding 14 days at a time, as may be specified in the declaration. 

(5)   An order made under subsection (1) or (2) and a declaration of renewal made under subsection (4) shall be published in such manner as the Minister thinks necessary for bringing it to the notice of all persons who in his opinion ought to have notice thereof and shall have effect as soon as such notice has been given, without publication in the Gazette. 

(6)   A copy of every order made under subsection (1) or (2) and of every declaration of renewal made under subsection (4) shall be published in the Gazette and shall be presented to Parliament as soon as possible after it has been made and if a resolution is passed by Parliament annulling the order or declaration, it shall cease to have effect, notwithstanding subsection (3) or (4) (whichever is applicable), but without prejudice to anything previously done by virtue thereof. 

(7)   Where an order referred to in subsection (2)(b) is in force, any public officer or officer of any statutory body who is authorised in writing by the Director (hereinafter referred to as an authorised person) or any police officer may direct the persons at any public meeting, reception, procession or other gathering within the restricted zone to disperse and it shall thereupon be the duty of the persons so directed to disperse accordingly. 

(8)   Any person who refuses or fails, without reasonable excuse, to comply with an order made under subsection (2) or with any direction given by an authorised person or a police officer under subsection (7) — 

(a) shall be guilty of an offence; and 

(b) may, without prejudice to any proceedings which may be taken against him, be arrested without warrant, and may be removed by an authorised person or a police officer from the place in respect of which the order or direction applies. 

Abatement of overcrowding
18. —(1) If, in the opinion of the Director, a building is so overcrowded as to expose the occupants thereof to the risk of infection by an infectious disease, the Director may, by notice in writing, direct the owner or occupier of the building to abate the overcrowding or to close the building or part thereof within the time specified in the notice. 

(2)   Any owner or occupier who fails to comply with a notice given to him by the Director under subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence. 

(3)   When a building or any part thereof has been directed to be closed under subsection (1), any person who enters the building or any part thereof without the permission of the Director shall be guilty of an offence. 

(4)   Without prejudice to any proceedings under subsection (2), where a notice issued by the Director under subsection (1) has not been complied with, the Director, a Health Officer or a police officer may, without warrant and with such force as may be necessary, enter the building and take or cause to be taken such measures as are necessary to abate the overcrowding or to close the building or any part thereof, as specified in the notice. 

(5)   The costs and expenses incurred by the Director or a Health Officer under subsection (4) shall be paid by the owner or occupier in default and may be recovered as a debt due to the Government. 

(6)   Any person who is aggrieved by any direction of the Director as contained in a notice given to him under subsection (1) may, within 7 days from the date of the notice, appeal to the Minister whose decision shall be final. 

(7)   Notwithstanding that any appeal under subsection (6) is pending, a notice issued by the Director under subsection (1) shall take effect from the date specified by the Director, unless the Minister otherwise directs. 

Closure and disinfection of premises
19. —(1)   If the Director has reason to believe that there exist on any premises conditions that are likely to lead to the outbreak or spread of any infectious disease, he may, by notice in writing — 

(a) order the closure of the premises for a period not exceeding 14 days; or 

(b) prohibit the sale or distribution of food or water in the premises for such period as may be specified in the notice, 

and may require the owner or occupier of the premises to — 

(i) cleanse or disinfect the premises in the manner and within the time specified in the notice; or 

(ii) carry out such additional measures as the Director may require in the manner and within the time specified in the notice. 

(2)   A notice under subsection (1)(a) directing the owner or the occupier of the premises to close the premises may be renewed by the Director from time to time for such period, not exceeding 14 days, as the Director may, by notice in writing, specify. 

(3)   Subject to subsection (7), any person who fails to comply with a notice given to him by the Director under subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence. 

(4)   When any premises have been ordered to be closed under subsection (1)(a), any person who enters those premises without the permission of the Director shall be guilty of an offence. 

(5)   Without prejudice to any proceedings under subsection (3), where a notice issued by the Director under subsection (1) has not been complied with, the Director, a Health Officer or a police officer may, without warrant and with such force as may be necessary, enter the premises to which the notice relates and close the premises or take or cause to be taken such measures as have been specified in the notice. 

(6)   The costs and expenses incurred by the Director or a Health Officer under subsection (5) shall be paid by the person in default and may be recovered as a debt due to the Government. 

(7)   Any person who is aggrieved by any order or requirement of the Director as contained in a notice given to him under subsection (1) may, within 7 days from the date of the notice, appeal to the Minister whose decision shall be final. 

(8)   Notwithstanding that any appeal under subsection (7) is pending, a notice issued by the Director under subsection (1) shall take effect from the date specified by the Director, unless the Minister otherwise directs. 

Prohibition or restriction of meetings, gatherings and public entertainments
20. —(1) Where it appears to the Director that the holding of any meeting, gathering or any public entertainment is likely to increase the spread of any infectious disease, the Director may by order prohibit or restrict, subject to such conditions as he may think fit, for a period not exceeding 14 days, the meeting, gathering or public entertainment in any place. 

(1A)   An order under subsection (1) may be renewed by the Director from time to time for such period, not exceeding 14 days, as the Director may, by notice in writing, specify. 

(2) Any person who holds, is present at or has taken part in any meeting, gathering or public entertainment in contravention of an order by the Director under subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence. 

(3)   A Health Officer or a police officer may take any action that is necessary to give effect to an order under subsection (1). 

(4)   Any person who is aggrieved by any order of the Director under subsection (1) may, within 7 days from the date of the order, appeal to the Minister whose decision shall be final. 

(5)   Notwithstanding that any appeal under subsection (4) is pending, an order made by the Director under subsection (1) shall take effect from the date specified by the Director, unless the Minister otherwise directs. 

Control of occupation, trade or business
21. —(1) The Director may, by order in writing, prohibit any person who is a case or carrier of an infectious disease for any period specified therein from carrying on any occupation, trade or business in which that person is likely to cause the spread of the disease. 

[16/80]
(2) The Director may, by order in writing, prohibit any person for any period specified therein from carrying on any occupation, trade or business if his occupation, trade or business is conducted in such manner as is likely to cause the spread of any infectious disease. 

(3)   Any person who fails to comply with an order made by the Director under subsection (1) or (2) shall be guilty of an offence. 

(4)   Without prejudice to any proceedings under subsection (3), where an order made by the Director under subsection (1) or (2) prohibiting any person from carrying on any occupation, trade or business has not been complied with by that person, the Director, a Health Officer or a police officer may, without warrant and with such force as may be necessary, enter the premises on which the occupation, trade or business is being carried out and take or cause to be taken such measures as are necessary to close the premises. 

(5)   The costs and expenses incurred by the Director or a Health Officer under subsection (4) shall be paid by the person in default and may be recovered as a debt due to the Government. 

(6)   Any person who is aggrieved by any order or requirement of the Director as contained in an order made by the Director under subsection (1) or (2) may, within 7 days from the date of the order, appeal to the Minister whose decision shall be final. 

(7)   Notwithstanding that any appeal under subsection (6) is pending, an order made by the Director under subsection (1) or (2) shall take effect from the date specified by the Director, unless the Minister otherwise directs. 

Certain persons not to act in manner likely to spread disease
21A. —(1) A person who knows, or has reason to suspect, that he is a case or carrier or contact of a disease set out in the Fifth Schedule shall not expose other persons to the risk of infection by his presence or conduct in any public place or any other place used in common by persons other than the members of his own family or household. 

[7/2003]
(2) A person having the care of another person whom he knows, or has reason to suspect, is a case or carrier or contact of a disease set out in the Fifth Schedule shall not cause or permit that person to expose other persons to the risk of infection by that person’s presence or conduct in any such place. 

[7/2003]
(3) A person shall not lend, sell, transmit or expose, without previous disinfection, any clothing, bedding or rags which he knows to have been exposed to infection from a disease set out in the Fifth Schedule, or any other article which he knows to have been so exposed and which is liable to carry such infection. 

[7/2003]
(4) Any person who contravenes subsection (1), (2) or (3) shall be guilty of an offence. 

[7/2003]
(5) A person shall not incur any liability for contravening subsection (1) if his presence or conduct in a place mentioned in that subsection is necessary for the purpose of obtaining medical treatment. 

[7/2003]
(6) Where the Director has designated a hospital or other place for the treatment of any disease set out in the Fifth Schedule, subsection (5) shall only apply in relation to the obtaining of medical treatment at the designated hospital or place for that disease. 

[7/2003]
(7) A person shall not incur any liability for contravening subsection (3) by transmitting with proper precautions any article for the purpose of having it disinfected. 

[7/2003]
Person with AIDS or HIV Infection to undergo counselling, etc.
22. —(1) The Director may require any person who has been diagnosed as having AIDS or HIV Infection — 

(a) to undergo counselling at such time and at such hospital or other place as the Director may determine; and 

(b) to comply with such precautions and safety measures as may be specified by the Director. 

[5/92;13/99]
(2) Any person who fails or refuses to comply with subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to both. 

[5/92]
Sexual activity by person with AIDS or HIV Infection
23. —(1)   A person who knows that he has AIDS or HIV Infection shall not engage in any sexual activity with another person unless, before the sexual activity takes place — 

(a) he has informed that other person of the risk of contracting AIDS or HIV Infection from him; and 

(b) that other person has voluntarily agreed to accept that risk. 

(2)   A person who does not know that he has AIDS or HIV Infection, but who has reason to believe that he has, or has been exposed to a significant risk of contracting, AIDS or HIV Infection shall not engage in any sexual activity with another person unless — 

(a) before the sexual activity takes place he informs that other person of the risk of contracting AIDS or HIV Infection from him and that other person voluntarily agrees to accept that risk; 

(b) he has undergone the necessary serological or other test and has ascertained that he does not have AIDS or HIV Infection at the time of the sexual activity; or 

(c) during the sexual activity, he takes reasonable precautions to ensure that he does not expose that other person to the risk of contracting AIDS or HIV Infection. 

(3)   Any person who contravenes subsection (1) or (2) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $50,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years or to both. 

(4)   For the purposes of this section, a person shall not, only by reason of age, be presumed incapable of engaging in sexual activity. 

(5)   For the purposes of this section, a person shall be deemed to know that he has AIDS or HIV Infection if a serological test or other test for the purpose of ascertaining the presence of HIV Infection carried out on him has given a positive result and the result has been communicated to him. 

(6)   No prosecution shall be instituted for an offence under subsection (2) except with the written consent of the Attorney-General, but a person charged with such an offence may be arrested and be remanded in custody or released on bail notwithstanding that the consent of the Attorney-General to the institution of a prosecution for the offence has not been obtained, except that the case shall not be further prosecuted until that consent of the Attorney-General has been obtained. 

(7)   In this section, “sexual activity” means — 

(a) sexual activity occasioned by the introduction into the vagina, anus or mouth of any person of any part of the penis of another person; or 

(b) cunnilingus. 

Blood donation and other acts by person with AIDS or HIV Infection
24. —(1) Any person who knows that he has AIDS or HIV Infection shall not — 

(a) donate blood at any blood bank in Singapore; or 

(b) do any act which is likely to transmit or spread AIDS or HIV Infection to another person. 

[5/92;13/99]
(1A)   For the purposes of this section, a person shall be deemed to know that he has AIDS or HIV Infection if a serological test or other test for the purpose of ascertaining the presence of HIV Infection carried out on him has given a positive result and the result has been communicated to him. 

(2) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $50,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years or to both. 

[5/92;13/99]
Protection of identity of person with AIDS, HIV Infection or other sexually transmitted disease
25. —(1) Any person who, in the performance or exercise of his functions or duties under this Act, is aware or has reasonable grounds for believing that another person has AIDS or HIV Infection or is suffering from a sexually transmitted disease or is a carrier of that disease shall not disclose any information which may identify the other person except — 

(a) with the consent of the other person; 

(b) when it is necessary to do so in connection with the administration or execution of anything under this Act; 

(ba) when it is necessary to do so in connection with the provision of information to a police officer under section 22 or 121 of the Criminal Procedure Code (Cap. 68); 

(c) when ordered to do so by a court; 

(d) to any medical practitioner or other health staff who is treating or caring for, or counselling, the other person; 

(e) to any blood, organ, semen or breast milk bank that has received or will receive any blood, organ, semen or breast milk from the other person; 

(f) for statistical reports and epidemiological purposes if the information is used in such a way that the identity of the other person is not made known; 

(g) to the victim of a sexual assault by the other person; 

(h) to the Controller of Immigration for the purposes of the Immigration Act (Cap. 133); 

(i) to the next-of-kin of the other person upon the death of such person; 

(j) to any person or class of persons to whom, in the opinion of the Director, it is in the public interest that the information be given; or 

(k) when authorised by the Minister to publish such information for the purposes of public health or public safety. 

[5/92;13/99]
(2) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 months or to both. 

[5/92]
(3) For the purposes of subsection (1) (a), the consent of the other person includes — 

(a) if that person has died, the written consent of that person’s spouse, personal representative, administrator or executor; 

(b) if that person is below the age of 16 years, the written consent of a parent or legal guardian of that person; and 

(c) if, in the opinion of the medical practitioner who undertook the test for HIV Infection for that person, he has a disability by reason of which he appears incapable of giving consent, the written consent in the following order, of — 

(i) a legal guardian of that person; 

(ii) the spouse of that person; 

(iii) a parent of that person; or 

(iv) an adult child of that person. 

[13/99]
Disclosure by Director, medical practitioner and recipient of information
25A. —(1) The Director may disclose any information relating to any person whom he reasonably believes to be infected with AIDS or HIV Infection to — 

(a) any medical practitioner or other health staff who has been exposed to a risk of infection from AIDS or HIV Infection; or 

(b) any first responder who has experienced a significant exposure to blood or other potentially infectious materials of any patient. 

[13/99]
(2) In subsection (1), “first responder” means any police officer, member of the Singapore Civil Defence Force or any person who provides emergency response, first aid care or other medically related assistance either in the course of the person’s occupational duties or as a volunteer. 

[13/99]
(3) Subject to subsection (4), a medical practitioner may disclose information relating to any person whom he reasonably believes to be infected with AIDS or HIV Infection to the spouse, former spouse or other contact of the infected person or to a Health Officer for the purpose of making the disclosure to the spouse, former spouse or other contact. 

[13/99]
(4) The medical practitioner shall not disclose any information under subsection (3) unless — 

(a) he reasonably believes that it is medically appropriate and that there is a significant risk of infection to the spouse, former spouse or other contact; 

(b) he has counselled the infected person regarding the need to notify the spouse, former spouse or other contact and he reasonably believes that the infected person will not inform the spouse, former spouse or other contact; and 

(c) he has informed the infected person of his intent to make such disclosure to the spouse, former spouse or other contact. 

[13/99]
(5) Where the medical practitioner is unable, by any reasonable means, to counsel or inform the infected person, he may apply to the Director to waive the requirements of subsection (4) (b) or (c) or both. 

[13/99]
(6) The Director may approve the application made under subsection (5) if, in the opinion of the Director, it is medically appropriate to disclose the information and that there is a significant risk of infection to the spouse, former spouse or other contact. 

[13/99]
(7) No person, to whom any information relating to a person who is reasonably believed to be infected with AIDS or HIV Infection has been disclosed under this section, shall disclose such information to any person other than the persons specified in subsection (8) or as provided in subsection (10). 

[13/99]
(8) The persons referred to in subsection (7) are — 

(a) the infected person himself; 

(b) a person who is authorised under section 25 (1) (a) to consent to such disclosure; and 

(c) any person who is authorised to disclose such information under subsection (1), (3) or (6) or section 25 (1). 

[13/99]
(9) Any person who contravenes subsection (7) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 months or to both. 

[13/99]
(10) A person, to whom any information relating to a person who is reasonably believed to be infected with AIDS or HIV Infection has been disclosed under this section, may apply to the Director for approval to disclose such information to any person or class of persons. 

[13/99]
(11) The Director may approve the application under subsection (10) if he is satisfied that such disclosure is in the interests of public health or public safety. 

[13/99]
* * *
FIRST SCHEDULE

Section 2

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

1. Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). 

2. Avian Influenza. 

3. Campylobacteriosis. 

4. Chikungunya Fever. 

5. Cholera. 

6. Dengue Fever. 

7. Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever. 

8. Diphtheria. 

9. Encephalitis, Viral. 

10. Haemophilus Influenzae Type b (Hib) Disease. 

11. Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease. 

12. Hepatitis, Viral. 

13. Human Immunodeficiency Virus Infection (Non-AIDS). 

14. Legionellosis. 

15. Leprosy. 

16. Malaria. 

17. Measles. 

18. Melioidosis. 

19. Meningococcal Disease. 

20. Mumps. 

21. Nipah Virus Infection. 

22. Paratyphoid. 

23. Pertussis. 

24. Plague. 

25. Pneumococcal Disease (Invasive). 

26. Poliomyelitis. 

27. Rubella. 

28. Salmonellosis. 

29. Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). 

30. Sexually Transmitted Infections — 

(a) Chlamydia Genital Infection; 

(b) Genital Herpes; 

(c) Gonorrhoea; 

(d) Non-Gonococcal Urethritis; and 

(e) Syphilis. 

31. Typhoid. 

32. Tuberculosis. 

33. Yellow Fever.
