Regulations Governing Payments for Costs for Laboratory Testing, Prevention and Treatment of HIV

Formulated and announced in 11 articles by the Department of Health, the Executive Yuan, on June 16, 2008, under Shu-Shou-Chi Order No. 0970000464

Article 1　This set of Regulations is formulated in accordance with regulations of Paragraph 2, Article 6, and Paragraph 3, Article 16 of the HIV Infection Control and Patient Rights Protection Act (hereafter referred to as the Act).
Article 2　Payments for the costs of HIV testing, prevention and treatment shall be made to the following:
1. Individuals that have been proved to be infected by HIV (hereafter referred to as the infected), and are reported by medical personnel in accordance with regulations, and meet one of the following qualifications:
1) nationals with household registration;
2) alien spouses (including the mainland China, Hong Kong and Macau) infected by national spouses and have appealed and been approved;
3) alien spouses (including the mainland China, Hong Kong and Macau) who have been infected through the course of treatment domestically and have appealed and been approved; 
4) nationals without household registration that reside legally in the Taiwan Area (hereafter referred to as the nationals without household registration);
5) alien spouses (including the mainland China, Hong Kong and Macau) of nationals holding household registration who reside legally in the Taiwan Area and are pregnant.
2. Individuals who are to accept testing for HIV paid through budget of the central competent authority specified in Article 15 of the Act;
3. Pregnant women who are required of testing for HIV and other necessary measures for the prevention of vertical transmission;
4. Individuals who have accidentally been exposed to sources of infection in their course of operation and are diagnosed by physicians of the designated medical institutions to require testing and treatment for HIV infection for prevention purpose;
5. Infants and children under 18 months of age who are suspected of being infected and are diagnosed by physicians of the designated medical institutions to require testing and treatment for HIV infection for prevention purpose;
6. Others that are deemed necessary by the central competent authority to accept testing, prevention or treatment related to HIV.
Article 3　For those individuals payments are to be made under Subparagraph 1 of the preceding Article, the central competent authority shall issue them national medical care service cards (hereafter referred to as the Service Card).
The Service Card of the preceding Paragraph is in two kinds, Certification Card and Provisional Card.　Their issuance and validity are as follows:
1. Certification Card: for individuals meeting regulations of Items 1 through 3 of Subparagraph 1 of the preceding Article; valid until the infected are deceased.
2. Provisional Card: 
1) individuals meeting regulations of Item 4 of Subparagraph 1 of the preceding Article; valid until the residence period specified in the residence certificate of Taiwan Area held at the time of application;
2) individuals meeting regulations of Item 5 of Subparagraph 1 of the preceding Article; valid until the termination of the current pregnancy at the time of application.
Article 4　The infected, when accepting laboratory testing or medical care at designated medical institutions, shall submit for examination the following documents: 
1. National Identification Card, valid residence certificate, or other documents sufficient to prove their identity;
2. the Service Card.
Designated medical institutions, in checking the qualification documents of the preceding Paragraph, when detect that the documents are either overdue or are not in compliance with regulations of this set of Regulations, shall not accept them for processing.　
Article 5　Costs that may be applied for payment by medical institutions are as follows:
1. medical costs related to the diagnosis and treatment of HIV at outpatient clinics and in hospitals;
2. costs of drugs against HIV;
3. pharmaceutical service fees for drugs against HIV;
4. fees for the laboratory testing of virus load and CD4 T-cell counts of infectious disease;
5. other items regulated by the central competent authority.
The payment standards of the costs mentioned in the preceding Paragraph are as follows:
1. items and costs for payment decided by the central competent authority;
2. The Fee Schedules for Medical Services of the National Health Insurance;
3. items and costs of drugs and special materials gathered by the National Health Insurance.
For drugs against HIV regulated in Subparagraph 2 of Paragraph 1, their use specifications follow specifications of the central competent authority.
Designated medical institutions, when applying for costs of Paragraph 1, shall present the laboratory testing, examination reports and related information of the persons tested or the infected. 
Article 6　Costs of the following items shall not be paid.　However, hemophilia patients that are infected in the course of medical care are not so restricted.
1. registration fees, board expenses, certificate fees, price differences of wards and other medical costs not related to the treatment of HIV;
2. items not in accord with the guidelines for diagnosis and treatment of HIV/AIDS formulated by the central competent authority.　
Article 7　The central competent authority may commission the Bureau of National Health Insurance to conduct the application, review and payment of the costs regulated in this set of Regulations.　Procedures for application by the designated medical institutions may follow relevant regulations of the National Health Insurance. 
Article 8　Individuals who meet regulations of Subparagraph 4 of Article 2, their employment organizations (institutions) may apply to the central competent authority costs of Subparagraph 2 and Subparagraph 3, Paragraph 1 of Article 5 incurred in the six months period since the occurrence of the incident.
For application of the preceding Paragraph, the following documents shall be submitted: 
1. original receipts of medical costs;
2. details of costs;
3. summary of medical record;
4. record of the process of the incident.
Article 9　Individuals eligible for payment in this set of Regulations, if with the following situations and are proved to be true by competent authorities, shall be given appropriate handling.
1. found by designated medical institutions or competent authorities not using drugs or handling medical care by medical orders;
2. found by checking against the medical care information of the Bureau of National Health Insurance to have repeated medical care or wastes of medical care resources.
For the appropriate handling mentioned in the preceding Paragraph, the competent authorities may, by weight of the circumstances, render the following:
1. supervise the infected for medical care at specific designated medical institutions;
2. refrain from paying costs of laboratory testing, prevention and treatment related to HIV in the preceding Paragraph;
3. suspend temporarily from paying costs of laboratory testing, prevention and treatment related to HIV.
Article 10　Funds for this set of Regulations shall be paid from budget prepared by year by the central competent authority.
Article 11　This set of Regulations shall be implemented on the day of announcement. 
