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I. GUN STORAGE

We analyzed a number of national random-digit dial telephone surveys. Major Findings:
Many gun owners report storing their guns loaded and unlocked. Gun training is often
associated with an increased likelihood of storing firearms in this manner.
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Il. SELF-DEFENSE GUN USE

We use epidemiological theory to explain why the "false positive™ problem for rare
events can lead to large overestimates of the incidence of rare diseases or rare phenomena
such as self-defense gun use. We then try to validate the claims of many millions of
annual self-defense uses against available evidence.

Major Findings: The claim of many millions of annual self-defense gun uses by
American citizens appears to be invalid.
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I11. PUBLIC OPINION

We analyzed surveys of the American public over time.

Major Findings: Household gun ownership levels have been decreasing in the United
States since the 1980s. Most adults, and even most gun owners, favor most gun control
laws short of bans on gun ownership.

The large majority of adults would feel less safe, rather than safer, if more people in their
community were to acquire firearms.

Publication: Blendon RJ, Young JT, Hemenway D. The American public and the gun
control debate. JAMA. 1996; 275:1719-22.
Publication: Young JT, Hemenway D, Blendon RJ, Benson JM. Poll trends on guns.



Public Opinion Quarterly. 1996; 60:634-649.
Publication: Hemenway D, Solnick SJ, Azrael DR. Firearms and community feelings of
safety. Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology. 1995; 86:121-132.

IV. GUN OWNERS

We analyzed data from national random-digit-dial telephone surveys.

Major Findings: National Rifle Association (NRA) members are similar to other gun
owners in many respects, but they are more likely to own six or more guns. Unlike the
NRA leadership, both NRA members and non-member gun owners support waiting
periods and mandatory registration of handguns.

Owners of semi-automatic weapons are more likely than other gun owners to be male,
own a gun for protection, and report binge drinking.
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V. ADOLESCENTS

We surveyed 7th and 10th graders in inner city schools in Boston and Milwaukee.

Major Findings: Almost a quarter of 7th grade boys had already carried a gun, illegally.
The overwhelming reason for carrying was self-protection. While guns were easily
acquired, the large majority of respondents, and even the majority of those who had
already carried a gun, wanted to live in a society where it was impossible for teens to get
guns.
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V1. LESS LETHAL WEAPONS
We make the case that more research needs to be done to make firearms safer, more
effective, and less lethal.
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VII. PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH
This interview explains the public health approach for reducing firearm injury.
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