Office of Research Strategy and Development		        
Grant Opportunities and Announcements


I. Weekly NIH Funding Opportunities and Notices, October 14, 2011
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/WeeklyIndex.cfm/10.14.2011/

Requests for Applications (partial list)

1.  Integrated Preclinical/Clinical Program for HIV Topical Microbicides (IPCP-HTM) (U19) http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AI-12-003.html

Letters of Intent Receipt Date(s):  January 30, 2012
Application Due Date(s): February 29, 2012

Purpose: This FOA invites applications from single institutions and consortia of institutions to participate in this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA), Integrated Preclinical/Clinical Program for HIV Topical Microbicides (IPCP-HTM). The purpose of this FOA is to support integrated and iterative multi-project, multi-disciplinary preclinical and exploratory clinical studies with the goal of advancing a safe, effective and acceptable single or combination topical microbicide for the prevention of the sexual transmission of HIV. A minimum of two research projects and an Administrative Core must be proposed. At least one component (research project or scientific core) must be from a private sector for-profit or not-for-profit company.

Program Announcements (partial list)

No program announcements this week

Other Funding Opportunities

RED Indicates New This Week

1.  Applying Behavioral Economics to Perplexing Health and Health Care Challenges
http://www.rwjf.org/applications/solicited/cfp.jsp?ID=21372&cid=XEM_2762652
 
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation seeks innovative ideas that apply the principles and theories of behavioral economics to perplexing health problems. They are particularly interested in supporting either experiments or secondary data analyses that test innovative solutions to the challenges of obesity and consumer engagement.  They expect to make approximately 10 awards of up to $100,000 each under this call for proposals. Projects will last for up to eighteen months each.

This solicitation is a two-stage process. Under the first stage, applicants are asked to submit a 1500-character brief proposal that describes their idea. This brief proposal is due November 2, 2011.  Applicants of selected brief proposal ideas will be invited to submit full proposals.  
[image: http://www.rwjf.org/images/common/spacer.gif]Please read the call for proposals before applying.
http://www.rwjf.org/files/applications/cfp/tbs_BES.pdf

2. The Gates Vaccine Innovation Award
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/vaccines/Pages/vaccine-innovation-award.aspx

The Gates Vaccine Innovation Award will celebrate revolutionary ways in which children in the poorest parts of the world are immunized. The award winner will be recognized with $250,000 (U.S.) and personally acknowledged by Gates Foundation leadership.
Nominees will be assessed on three broad criteria: 
· Impact – The nominee should have achieved significant improvements in the prevention, control, or elimination of vaccine-preventable disease.
· Innovation and creativity – The nominee should have applied imaginative and pioneering approaches to overcome difficult challenges to immunizing children and achieving impact.
· Scale – The nominee’s innovation should be at scale or suitable to be implemented at scale within the nominee’s country and around the world.
Please note that nominations focused on innovation in the areas of science and research & development are not eligible for consideration. This award is focused only on programs and policies associated with achieving impact through the delivery of vaccines. 
[bookmark: download]Nominations will be accepted through 11:30 AM Pacific Standard Time on November 17, 2011. 
3. Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) Pilot Grants Program
http://www.pcori.org/funding-opportunities/pcori-funding-announcement-pilot-projects-grants/ 

The purpose of the PCORI Pilot Projects Grant Program is threefold. First, the applications themselves will assist
PCORI with ongoing development and enhancement of national research priorities for patient-centered outcomes
research. Applicants will be expected to establish the significance of the proposed research and build a case for
why it should be considered a guiding question for PCORI.

Second, the PCORI Pilot Projects Grant Program will support the collection of preliminary data that can be used to
advance the field of patient-centered outcomes research, providing the platform for a future PCORI research
agenda.

Third, the PCORI Pilot Projects Grant Program will support the identification of methodologies that can be used to
advance patient-centered outcomes research as well as identify gaps where methodological research needs
further development.

Letters of Intent are required and must be received on or before November 1, 2011. Grant applications must be
received on or before December 1, 2011.  Please see the attached RFP for details.
4. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation - Payment Reform Strategies for High Value Care
http://www.rwjf.org/applications/solicited/cfp.jsp?ID=21379

RWJF seeks to fund locally based health care payment experimentation that promotes high-value health care outcomes. In spite, or perhaps because of the current activity and attention to payment reform, RWJF believes that there remains an important need and opportunity for innovation in health care payment. That includes innovation: (1) around potential new payment models; but also (2) regarding the implementation of fundamental payment change that manages to navigate successfully through stakeholders with varying needs, willingness and goals.

October 27, 2011 (3 p.m. ET)—Deadline for receipt of brief proposals. 
December 1, 2011—Applicants notified if invited to submit a full proposal. 
January 12, 2012 (3 p.m. ET)—Deadline for receipt of full proposals.

5.  Harvard University Presidential Grant Programs
President’s Innovation Fund for International Experiences: Provides seed money to faculty to develop international programs for undergraduate students. Application deadline: October 28, 2011.

Please follow the link above for more information regarding program requirements, application procedures, past award recipients, and contact information.
6. Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health Policy Fellows
http://www.rwjf.org/applications/solicited/cfp.jsp?ID=21374
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health Policy Fellows program provides the nation’s most comprehensive fellowship experience at the nexus of health science, policy and politics in Washington, D.C. It is an outstanding opportunity for exceptional midcareer health professionals and behavioral and social scientists with an interest in health and health care policy. Fellows participate in the policy process at the federal level and use that leadership experience to improve health, health care, and health policy.

November 2, 2011 (3 p.m. ET)—Deadline for receipt of reference letters submitted online. 
November 9, 2011 (3 p.m. ET)—Deadline for receipt of applications submitted online.

7. DOD’S MINERVA INITIATIVE 
http://minerva.dtic.mil/baa.html
University consortia and individual investigators are encouraged to submit white papers and full funding proposals to the Minerva Initiative, the Department of Defense’s competitive, university-based social science basic research program.  Because of a delay in releasing the funding solicitation, program managers have extended the deadline for white paper submissions to Friday, September 16, 2011, and the deadline for full proposals to Tuesday, November 22, 2011.  

The Minerva Initiative is inviting white papers and full proposals for basic research in the following seven areas: 
(1)    Strategic Impact of Religious and Cultural Changes
(2)    Terrorism and Terrorist Ideologies 
 (3)    Science, Technology and Military Transformations in China and Developing States 
 (4)    National Security Implications of Energy and Environmental Stress
(5)    New Theories of Cross-Domain Deterrence
(6)    Regime and Social Dynamics in Failed, Failing, and Fragile Authoritarian States
(7)    New Approaches to Understanding Dimensions of National Security, Conflict, and Cooperation

For full details see: http://www.arl.army.mil/www/pages/8/research/Minerva_Draft_BAA_Final_July2011.pdf

8. Gates Grand Challenges in Global Health 	
www.grandchallenges.org/r8_gce

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is now accepting grant proposals for Round 8 of Grand Challenges Explorations, an initiative to encourage innovative and unconventional global health and development solutions. Grant proposals are being accepted online until November 17, 2011 on the following topics:

NEW - Protect Crop Plants from Biotic Stresses From Field to Market
NEW - Design new approaches to optimize immunization systems
NEW - Explore New Solutions in Global Health Priority Areas
Explore Nutrition for Healthy Growth of Infants and Children
Apply Synthetic Biology to Global Health Challenges

Initial grants will be US $100,000 each, and projects showing promise will have the opportunity to receive additional funding of up to US $1 million. Full descriptions of the new topics and application instructions are available at: www.grandchallenges.org/r8_gce
9. Melanoma Research Alliance 2011-2012 Request for Proposals
http://www.curemelanoma.org/research/research.taf?cat=rfp

The MRA is soliciting proposals that address the gap in translational science- —, i.e., turning scientific discoveries into tools and/or treatments for high risk individuals or melanoma patients. Successful proposals will have potential for translational development that could lead to high-impact near-term clinical application in areas of melanoma prevention, diagnosis, staging, and treatment. Development and/or use of novel technologies that have the potential to further such advances in the program's areas of emphasis will be considered.

Complete applications are due on December 1, 2011, at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time.

10.  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation: Changes in Health Care Financing and Organization
http://www.rwjf.org/applications/solicited/cfp.jsp?ID=19274

Changes in Health Care Financing and Organization (HCFO) supports research, policy analysis and evaluation projects that provide policy leaders timely information on health care policy, financing and organization issues. Supported projects include: 1) examining significant issues and interventions related to health care financing and organization and their effects on health care costs, quality and access; and 2) exploring or testing major new ways to finance and organize health care that have the potential to improve access to more affordable and higher quality health services.

Grants are awarded on a rolling basis; proposals may be submitted at any time.

LIMITED COMPETITIONS – PLEASE NOTE SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Camille Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Awards Program
http://www.dreyfus.org/awards/camille_dreyfus_teacher_award.shtml

The Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation seeks full time tenure track candidates appointed no earlier than mid 2006 who demonstrate leadership in research and education. In addition to having produced an independent body of scholarship within the first five years of their appointment in the area of chemical sciences, a demonstrated commitment to undergraduate education is an important part of the nominee’s activities.

Harvard may nominate one candidate.  Internal Nomination Packages must contain the following information and be emailed in one PDF to  Autumn_Bennett@harvard.edu in the Office of the Vice Provost for Research by 5:00 pm EST on Monday, November 28, 2011.

Nominee’s internal submission package should include:
- The attached cover sheet (also accessible at http://vpr.harvard.edu/sites/vpr.harvard.edu/files/InternalCompetitionCoverPage08152011%20AB%20listed.pdf ) or http://vpr.harvard.edu/content/limited-submissions-process (when the page opens click on Cover Sheet which is underlined and located under the heading of Applications.
- Nomination letter from department chair or center director
- Two page research proposal
- Current CV for Principal Investigator
- One page resources/facilities statement

2. Damon Runyon Clinical Investor Award
http://www.damonrunyon.org/for_scientists/more/clinical_investigator_award_overview

The Damon Runyon Clinical Investigator Award supports young physician-scientists conducting patient-oriented cancer research. The goal is to increase the number of physicians capable of moving seamlessly between the laboratory and the patient’s bedside in search of breakthrough treatments.

Applications may be submitted to University Committee on Biological Sciences (UCBS) starting on September 6. 2011.   In order for nominees to be considered in this fall's selection process, UCBS preliminary applications MUST be submitted online (http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~research/UCBS) no later than 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 18, 2011.

Applicants should read the instructions on the application form link carefully and then follow the link at the bottom of the page to apply. Please note, if you wish to apply for more than one award you must complete a separate application for each award. New materials must be submitted for anyone who participated in this process in previous years. The UCBS does not retain applications from one year to the next.

3. Rita Allen Foundation Scholars Award
http://www.ritaallenfoundation.org/

The Rita Allen Foundation Scholars program provides grants to leading medical research institutions selected by the Rita Allen Foundation Scientific Advisory Committee and confirmed by the Rita Allen Foundation Board of Directors. Grants to Scholars support research scientists in the early stages of their careers. Fields of research we embrace are analgesics, cancer, immunology and neuroscience.

Applications may be submitted to University Committee on Biological Sciences (UCBS) starting on September 6. 2011.   In order for nominees to be considered in this fall's selection process, UCBS preliminary applications MUST be submitted online (http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~research/UCBS) no later than 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 18, 2011.

Applicants should read the instructions on the application form link carefully and then follow the link at the bottom of the page to apply. Please note, if you wish to apply for more than one award you must complete a separate application for each award. New materials must be submitted for anyone who participated in this process in previous years. The UCBS does not retain applications from one year to the next.

Other Announcements and Resources

1.   NIH Loan Repayment Programs -- Apply Now for Up to $35,000 of Annual Educational Debt Repayment 

The NIH is accepting applications for its extramural Loan Repayment Programs (LRPs) now through 8:00 p.m. Eastern time on November 15, 2011. 

These programs often allow scientific investigators to remain in the research workforce, achieve research independence and focus their efforts on advancing the health of the nation. Opportunities are available in clinical research, pediatric research, health disparities research, contraception and infertility research, and clinical research for individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds. Each year, some 1,600 research scientists benefit from the more than $70 million NIH invests in their careers through the extramural LRPs.  

BENEFITS: New LRP contracts are awarded for a two-year period and help repay up to $35,000 of qualified educational debt each year. Tax offsets also are provided as additional benefits. Participants may apply for competitive renewals, which are issued for one or two years. Undergraduate, graduate, medical school, and other health professional school loans qualify for repayment. An NIH grant or other NIH funding is not required to apply for or participate in the LRPs.  

ELIGIBILITY: Applicants must possess a doctoral-level degree (with the exception of the contraception and infertility research LRP); be a U.S. citizen, national, or permanent resident; devote 20 hours or more per week to conducting qualified research funded by a domestic nonprofit, university, or government entity; and have qualified educational loan debt equal to or exceeding 20 percent of their institutional base salary.

APPLICATION TIPS: For guidance on the application process and NIH Institute and Center (IC) research priorities, potential applicants should watch this webinar, review Tips for Completing a Competitive Application and contact an IC LRP liaison. 

QUESTIONS? Visit the LRP website at http://www.lrp.nih.gov for more information and to access the online application. For additional assistance, call or e-mail the LRP Information Center at (866) 849-4047 or lrp@nih.gov. Also, receive application cycle updates through Twitter @NIH_LRP and Facebook. 


2. Federal Funding Opportunities
Presenters from National Institutes of Health: Intramural and Extramural Programs
3.00 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™ will be provided. 

For physicians in postdoctoral training, junior faculty and fellows (research and clinical)

Thursday, October 20, 2011
3:00-6:15 PM   Program
 6:15-7:00 PM   Networking Dinner

Harvard Medical School 
Gordon Hall Waterhouse Room
 25 Shattuck Street, Boston, MA

Pre-registration is required.
Please register by calling the Massachusetts Medical Society at 800.843.6356 or by going to www.massmed.org/fed2011.

3. The Harvard/MGH Center on Genomics, Vulnerable Populations, and Health Disparities cordially invites you to participate in an exciting 1.5-day workshop:

Conceptualizing Gene-Environment Interactions in Obesity Research: Complex Pathways to Health Disparities (October 17-18, 2011)
 
This 1.5-day transdisciplinary workshop will tackle the challenges of designing studies that address the complex interplay of social, genetic, and environmental factors that lead to disparities in obesity and other complex conditions.  Facilitating such transdisciplinary research is crucial to realizing national commitment to reducing health disparities.  We will focus on the latest advances in understanding disparities in obesity, from gene discovery and expression to social, behavioral, and physical environmental influences.  Breakout sessions with content and methodological experts will afford the opportunity for focused brainstorming about cutting-edge GEI research designs aimed at better understanding disparities in the areas of obesity, cancer, diabetes, and cardiovascular disease.  View the full agenda at http://cgvh.harvard.edu/events.shtml.

DAY 1: Monday October 17 (Broad Institute, 7 Cambridge Center, Cambridge, MA 02142)
- 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm: Working Meeting
- 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm: Cocktail Reception

DAY 2: Tuesday October 18 (Joseph B. Martin Conference Center, 77 Avenue Louis Pasteur, Boston, MA 02115)
- 7:30 am - 8:30 am: Continental Breakfast
- 8:30 am - 3:00 pm: Working Meeting (including lunch)

Panel topics include: 
- Challenges in Disentangling the Drivers of Disparities: Examples from the Field
- Epigenetics and Epigenomics: How the Environment Gets Under the Skin
- The Built Environment: Impacts on Disparities in Obesity and Related Chronic Diseases
- Stress as a Key Measure for Understanding Disparities: Drilling Down from Population-Level Survey Measures to Animal Models

Registration is required to attend this free workshop; space is limited.  To RSVP, or for more details, please email Carly Hudelson (chudelson@partners.org) with the following information:
- Full name (as you would like it to appear on your nametag)
- Days attending (participants are encouraged to attend both days; please note the two locations)
- Primary institution
- Academic rank (professor, student, fellow, etc.)
- Highest degree attained
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