The abortion law index data is the qualitative conversion of information published by the United Nations Population Division Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

The country profiles published by UNPD are available at http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/abortion/index.htm. Click on country profiles and then the country of interest. 

In the “Notes” document available through the above link, the UNDP summarize the categories by which abortion legal or not. In the “Notes” document you will find a paragraph explaining each of the categories.
a) Intervention to save the life of the woman (life grounds);

b) Preservation of the physical health of the woman (narrow health grounds);

c) Preservation of the mental health of the woman (broad health grounds);

d) Termination of pregnancy resulting from rape or incest (juridical grounds);

e) Suspicion of fetal impairment (fetal defect);

f) Termination of pregnancy for economic or social reasons (social grounds).

g) Availability upon request:  abortion permitted on all grounds
In the data file you will find the following variable names.
Country – each country in the dataset is uniquely identified by a number ranging between 1 and 209. 

Year – the year

Ctr_year – a number that is calculated as country*10000+year to uniquely identify each observation
Ctr_name – the name of the country (a string variable)
Life_threat – Intervention to save the life of the woman
Physical_health – Preservation of the physical health of the woman
Mental_health – Preservation of the mental health of the woman
Rape – Termination of pregnancy resulting from rape or incest
Fetal_impairment – Suspicion of fetal impairment
Economic – Termination of pregnancy for economic or social reasons
Request – Availability upon request:  abortion permitted on all grounds
For the seven categories of the abortion laws, if abortion is legal for the specified reason it takes a value of “1” and if it is illegal it takes a value of “0”.

The abortion law index is summarized as follows.
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year 8,665 1960 2006

life_threat 7,994 0.97 0.18 0 1

physica_health 8,001 0.58 0.49 0 1

mental_health 8,001 0.55 0.50 0 1

rape 8,001 0.39 0.49 0 1

fetal_impairment 8,001 0.37 0.48 0 1

economic 8,001 0.30 0.46 0 1

request 8,001 0.26 0.44 0 1
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