
HSPH’s 1
st
 Annual Youth and Public Health Conference  

 
     On Friday April 16th, HSPH hosted its first annual “Why Public Health? Youth and Public 

Health Conference”. The conference was organized by Claire Perkins, a Masters Student in the 

HPM Department, and Jason Park of the Epidemiology Department along with the help of many 

outstanding student volunteers.  Claire and Jason work as Student Ambassadors through the 

HSPH Office of Diversity. The development of this conference was based on their mission to 

extend meaningful outreach to the surrounding community.  The conference was a daylong event 

that brought in approximately 60 high school students from the neighboring community to learn 

about the field of Public Health.  

     Many high school students are unfamiliar with what Public Health is and have minimal 

understanding of the incredible diversity of the field due to the fact that they have very limited 

opportunities to learn and engage with Public Health professionals. Many only thought of jobs 

such as physicians or nurses when they previously thought of an occupation in the health field. 

This conference had the power to change those preconceived notions for these high school 

students.  It gave them the opportunity to spend the entire day at Harvard’s School of Public 

Health, one of the top Public Health institutions in the world, where they were able to interact 

with distinguished leaders in the field and discover how they too could one day become a strong 

leader and make a difference in the world of Public Health. 

     The agenda for the day involved listening to faculty and student presentations, lunch with 

current students and an interactive tour of the Longwood Campus. In the morning, Dr. David 

Hemenway, Dean Ian Lapp and Dr. Monica Wang spoke to the students about topics such as 

“What is Public Health?” and “How Can I Get Involved in Public Health?” In the afternoon 

students were able to pick between information sessions about the various HSPH Departments in 

the field of Public Health presented by current HSPH students in those departments.  

Overall the response from the visiting students was overwhelmingly positive. It proved to 

be an eye-opening experience, magnifying Public Health knowledge for all individuals who 

attended the conference. One Fenway High School student, Jude Baptiste, stated, “I’m impressed 

by the emphasis of Public Health on prevention.”  Another student declared, “I liked the 

speakers. They were very engaging and knowledgeable.”  The students agreed it was very “cool” 

and interesting to see the many remarkable things professionals in the Public Health field are 

able to accomplish.  All of the highs schools that participated expressed great interest in bringing 

their students again this coming year.  This dynamic conference will hopefully become a positive 

new outreach tradition for HSPH. 


