
INFORMING CLEAN ENERGY POLICY
The Clean Energy Futures team analyzed the energy,
economic, environmental, and health outcomes of an
illustrative Clean Energy Standard that reaches 80% clean
electricity by 2030 (80x30 CES). The report found that the
climate benefits are large and outweigh the costs, and the
health benefits would be immediate, substantial, and
widespread, with an estimated 317,500 lives saved from
2020-2050 from reduced exposure to fine particulate matter
and ozone. 

The Clean Energy Futures project is a collaboration by
researchers from Syracuse University; the Center for Climate,
Health, and the Global Environment at Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health; Georgia Institute of Technology; and
Resources for the Future.

GOALS
A Clean Electricity Standard could help determine whether the U.S. gets back on track to meet its
commitment under the Paris Climate Agreement. As Congress considered an 80x30 CES as part
of the $3.5 trillion infrastructure package, our goal was to move quickly so policymakers
understood the costs and benefits of a CES and had access to mapping for the first time at county
scale the changes in air quality and related health benefits for the lower 48 states.
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To reach White House staff, Members of Congress,
and advocates, we worked with Climate Nexus and
Energy Media to develop key messages, web
content, maps, lists of states that would benefit the
most from a CES, and implement a press and social
media strategy on the state-specific findings on the
costs and benefits of an illustrative 80x30 CES. 

STRATEGY

JULY 2021

https://cleanenergyfutures.syr.edu/


IMPACT
Because of our relationships with key Congressional offices and the Biden administration, we could
effectively time our outreach to staff drafting the bill, allowing our research to inform legislation
requiring utilities to slash emissions across the country as part of the infrastructure bill. 

02

RESULTS
We held briefings with Senators Smith and Lujan who wrote the CES legislation, the White House
National Climate Advisor, the House Select Committee on the Climate Crisis, and the staff of
Senators Schumer, Sanders, Van Hollen, Warner, and several health and science organizations.
We also briefed the House Energy & Commerce Committee, which handled CES during the
reconciliation process, and the Department of Energy, which would have played a key role in
implementing this policy. 

We received extensive coverage of the study in targeted state and national media read by
policymakers, including NPR’s MarketPlace, Politico, Guardian, The Hill, and E&E News. Our social
media strategy reached influential White House and Congressional leaders like Ali Zaidi and
Senator Martin Heinrich.

Our report was included in an analysis of 11 different CES studies and reports by Energy Innovation
showing it is possible to transition to clean electricity, save lives, and create jobs at a modest cost
to consumers.

https://www.marketplace.org/2021/07/13/benefits-of-clean-energy-far-outweigh-costs-report-shows/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-energy/2021/07/12/the-california-of-the-east-796411
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jul/11/biden-administration-clean-energy-climate-crisis
https://thehill.com/changing-america/sustainability/climate-change/562523-new-study-says-biden-clean-energy-plan-would
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1063736869
https://twitter.com/alizaidi46/status/1414749311351595012
https://twitter.com/MartinHeinrich/status/1414646939291947008
https://energyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Studies-Agree-80-Percent-Clean-Electricity-by-2030-Would-Save-Lives-and-Create-Jobs-at-Minimal-Cost.pdf
https://energyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Studies-Agree-80-Percent-Clean-Electricity-by-2030-Would-Save-Lives-and-Create-Jobs-at-Minimal-Cost.pdf

