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Winter Session Abroad... 

Think Spring! 
Happy New Year everyone! As we thaw out from this record breaking winter, let’s recap some highlights from the Department of  
Epidemiology. Our students, staff, and faculty have been busy traveling the globe for research projects, publishing papers (and 
books!),  celebrating anniversaries with the department, and preparing for yet another graduation in May. The department wishes 
you all the best as you move forward in your academic and professional careers! 

 
 
“The Brazil winter session course was my favorite Harvard experience to date. 
The course was comprised of about 15 Harvard Chan students and 15 Brazilian 
students. Within a few hours of the first day of class, it was clear that this group 
was special. The diverse experiences and perspectives we all brought to each 
lecture and project created an incredibly stimulating environment, where we 
learned more from each other than anything else. We went on several site visits 
to Fiocruz, a major research center in Rio de Janeiro and home to an impres-
sive infectious disease hospital, and also visited a Family Health Clinic where 
we heard from community health agents. As if being in Brazil during the month 
of January wasn’t great enough, I cannot believe how much I learned and ab-
sorbed in just three short weeks. I can’t speak highly enough of the Brazil trip, 
and I highly recommend the course to all!” 

 
-Erin Comerford, 1st year SM2 student/Ambassador 

 
 
“I had the incredible opportunity to travel with my advisor, Dr. Lorelei Mucci, to Finland 
over winter intersession to launch an exciting research project on sleep behaviors and pros-
tate cancer risk as part of the Nordic Twin Study of Cancer (NorTwinCan). I have great in-
terest in sleep duration and quality as they relate to cancer risk and was excited to explore 
this association in NorTwinCan: the largest twin study in the world and a unique data re-
source for disentangling the complex genetic and environmental factors potentially implicat-
ed in many cancers. “ 
“Along my journey, I had the opportunity to meet and work alongside the prominent re-
searchers and biostatisticians that comprise the NorTwinCan group. Under the guidance of 
Dr. Jaakko Kaprio (Professor of Genetic Epidemiology, University of Helsinki), I explored 
the Finnish Twin Cohort dataset, gained insight into the analytic methods that can be em-
ployed within twin studies, and began the data analysis for this project. I returned from my 
trip feeling grateful for the opportunity to work and learn alongside experts in the field as 
well as inspired to launch my career in cancer epidemiology research. I am excited to contin-
ue carrying this project forth here in Boston alongside Drs. Lorelei Mucci and Sarah Coseo 
Markt.” 

 
-Barbra Dickerman, 1st year SM2 student 

 
“Over winter session I went to the Thailand-Myanmar border with the GHP 
course on humanitarian crises in a refugee setting. The course took place in 
Umpiem Mai refugee camp, where we partnered with public health students 
studying at a junior college in the refugee camp. Together with these students, we 
learned about conducting needs assessments and research in the refugee setting. 
Over the course of the three weeks, we formed a research team to conduct a 
needs assessment in the camp, then developed a research project that we are 
currently running. My research is on a nutritional supplement given to babies in 
an effort to combat the high rates of chronic malnutrition in camp. Since return-
ing to Boston, we Skype with our research team weekly to check in on data collec-
tion and will soon begin data analysis. In the next few weeks, we will communi-
cate our findings to officials in Umpiem Mai refugee camp in an effort to inform 
practices and improve education about interventions to prevent childhood mal-
nutrition. “ 

 
-Blake Johnson,  1st year SM2  student 

Student Ambassador Erin Comerford in Brazil, 

“Two Brothers” Mountain 

3:30pm twilight in downtown Helsinki 

Blake Johnson with his Burmese colleagues 

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/diversity/student-ambassadors/erin-comerford/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/lorelei-mucci/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/epidemiology/prospective-students/student-profiles/


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 3                                                                                                                               Epicenter Department of Epidemiology Newsletter 

 

Department Recognition 

Celebration with the Stars  
Congratulations to  following members of the Department of Epidemiology who were honored on February 24, 2015 for their years of   

dedicated service to the Department of Epidemiology, The Harvard Chan School, and most importantly the field of Epidemiology.  

5 years 
 Julie Lyn Batista- Research Associate 

 Goodarz Danaei– Assistant Professor of Global Health 

 Biling Hong– Statistician II 

 Dr. Liming Liang– Assistant Professor of Statistical 

Genetics 

 John Paulson– Associate Director, Graduate Studies 

 Tyler John VanderWeele– Professor of Epidemiology 

& Biostatistics 
 10 years 
 Molly Lyons– Manager of Finances for PHACS 

The Forum @ Harvard T.H. Chan School 

 On Thursday, February 12, 2015, Epi’s Paula Johnson and 
JoAnn Manson spoke as expert participants at The Dr. 
Lawrence H. and Roberta Cohn Forum on ‘Women and 
Heart Disease: What You Don’t Know May Kill You’, which 
brought attention to the leading cause of death in U.S. 
women, heart disease. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VanderWeele’s recent book publication 

 Tyler VanderWeele’s book, “Explanation in Causal Infer-
ence: Methods for Mediation and Interaction” was pub-
lished by Oxford University Press. 

 

Whole Grains Study Linked to Lowered Mortality  

 Eric Rimm, Michelle Holmes, Walter Willett, and Frank Hu 
were all lead authors on a study linking increased consump-
tion of whole grains with decreased risk of death by up to 
15%. The study appeared online January, 5, 2015 in JAMA 
Internal Medicine. 

 

De Vivo Published in BMJ 

 Immaculata De Vivo’s  research on ‘Mediterranean diet and 
telomere length in Nurses’ Health Study: population based 
cohort study’ was published in BMJ at the end of 2014. The 
study concluded that greater adherence to the Mediterrane-
an diet is associated with longer telomeres. The paper is 
ranked in the top 5% of all BMJ published papers! 

CCDD Director serves on Ebola Team B 

 Marc Lipsitch of Epidemiology/CCDD and IID is serving as 
a member of the Ebola Team B as well as co-author of the 
new Report: “Recommendation for accelerating the Devel-
opment of Ebola Vaccines: Report & Analysis”. The report 
urges that early vaccines should be tested in clinical trials, 
as more than one vaccine may be needed at a time. 

 
Statistical Science dedicates issue to the  work of 
James M. Robins  

 The November 2014 issue of Statistical Science was devot-

ed to papers on causal inference and semiparametric mod-
els, topics that have been the focus of Robins’ research and 
to which he has made notable contributions throughout his 
career. The papers are written by authors who have collab-
orated with or were otherwise influenced by Robins, in-
cluding fellow IQSS faculty affiliate Tyler VanderWeele.  

 

Jordan Smoller book release 

 Congratulations to Jordan Smoller and Sylvia Wassertheil-
Smoller! The 4th edition of their textbook, “Biostatistics 
and Epidemiology: A Primer for Health and Biomedical 

Professionals” was released in 2015. 

Epi students at Flann O’Brien’s 

John Graunt Society Social Event 
On February 26th, students from the Department of Epi-
demiology gathered at Flann O’Brien’s to enjoy a Happy 
Hour Social. Who would want to miss out on 2 for 1 appe-
tizers while discussing stimulating Epi topics? Check out 
twitter for more social events! 

Frank Sacks(Nut.), JoAnne Manson(Epi.), and Paula 

Johnson(Epi.) 

15 years 
 Dr. Miguel Angel Hernan– Professor of Epidemiology & 

Biostatistics 

 Marc  Lipsitch– Professor of Epidemiology 

 Dr. George R. Seage, III– Professor of Epidemiology 

 Claudette M. Thompson– Lab Manager, Lipsitch lab 

 20 years 
 Russ B. Hauser– Frederick Lee Hisaw Professor of Repro-

ductive Physiology 

 Dr. Joel David Schwartz– Professor of Environmental Epi-
demiology 

 Dr. Eric Bruce Rimm– Professor of Epidemiology & Nutri-

tion 

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/julie-kasperzyk/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/goodarz-danaei/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/liming-liang/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/tyler-vanderweele/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/paula-johnson/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/joann-manson/
http://theforum.sph.harvard.edu/events/women-and-heart-disease/
http://theforum.sph.harvard.edu/events/women-and-heart-disease/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/tyler-vanderweele/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/eric-rimm/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/michelle-holmes/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/walter-willett/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/frank-hu/
http://archinte.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2087877&resultClick=3
http://archinte.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2087877&resultClick=3
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/immaculata-de-vivo/
http://www.bmj.com/content/349/bmj.g6674
http://www.bmj.com/content/349/bmj.g6674
http://www.bmj.com/content/349/bmj.g6674
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/marc-lipsitch/
http://ccdd.hsph.harvard.edu/NewsEvents/ID-Epi-2015-Seminar-Series
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/sites/default/files/public/downloads/ebola_virus_team_b_report-final-021615.pdf
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/sites/default/files/public/downloads/ebola_virus_team_b_report-final-021615.pdf
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/james-robins/
http://www.imstat.org/sts/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/tyler-vanderweele/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/jordan-smoller/
http://www.einstein.yu.edu/faculty/5563/sylvia-wassertheil-smoller/
http://www.einstein.yu.edu/faculty/5563/sylvia-wassertheil-smoller/
https://twitter.com/Epi_HSPH
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/frank-sacks/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/miguel-hernan/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/marc-lipsitch/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/george-seage/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/russ-hauser/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/joel-schwartz/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/eric-rimm/
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Elsie Freeman Michelle Holmes David Siscovick JoAnne E. Manson 

Funding/ Career Opportunities 

 The Rose Traveling Fellowship Program in Chronic Dis-

ease Epidemiology and Biostats will be accepting applica-
tions for the Spring 2015 round until April 1,2015. Appli-
cations should be emailed to Megan Marchese. 

 Check out the NIH’s Standard Due Dates for grant submis-

sions. K , F, and R Series renewals, resubmissions and 
revisions all have upcoming March and April submission 
dates. 

 Ragon Institute Summer Program– This 8-12 week  re-

search training program brings in students to work on a 
customized HIV-related research project in one of the 
Ragon research groups. The application deadline for this 
program is March 30, 2015 

 Post-doctoral Fellowship– Bioinformatics/ Computational 

Biology @ Center for Disease Dynamics , Harvard Chan 
School 

 Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship– Epidemiological 

Modelling @ South African Centre for Epidemiological 
Modelling and Analysis at Stellenbosch University. Email 
Wim Delva to apply. 

 Biostatistician position open in the Epi Prostate Cancer 

Team. 

 Postdoctoral Fellowship position is available in Donna 

Spiegelman’s  group for ‘Diabetes Prevention Intervention 
Research in India’.  

Epi Student and Postdoc  Accomplishments 

 Ashley Buchanan recently joined Donna Spiegelman’s statistics team as a postdoctoral fellow. She is coming to us from UNC Chapel Hill 

with a Dr.PH in Biostatistics. 

 Postdoc Po-Ru Loh is first author on a  newly released Nature Genetics paper, “Efficient Bayesian mixed-model analysis increases asso-

ciation power in large cohorts”. 

 Research Associate Hugues Aschard, along with Department members Peter Kraft, Alkes Price, and Amit Joshi, have a new paper pub-

lished in AJHG on “Adjusting for heritable covariates can bias effect estimates in genome-wide association studies”. 

 Research Associate Erica Warner received two grants: Robert Wood Johnson foundation Seed Grant, and her K01 application was se-

lected by the National Cancer Institute. 

 Ellen Caniglia, Lauren Cain, and Sara Lodi will be attending the 19th International Workshop on HIV Observational Databases in Cata-

nia Sicily starting on March 26th. This workshop gives researchers the opportunity to present their research in a closed meeting format. 

Upcoming Spring Dissertation Defense Schedule 

Check out these amazing dissertations topics from our SD                
candidates in the Department of Epidemiology  

********** 

Zhonghua Liu– March 9th, 10:30am FXB– G11, “Plasma Metabo-
lites and Body Mass Index in US Men and Women of European Ances-
try; Novel Statistical Methods for Analyzing Multiple Phenotypes in 
Genetic Association Studies” 

Mingyang Song– March 26th, 1pm SPH2 Rm 317, “Adiposity and 
cancer risk: a life course approach” 

NaNa Keum- April 17th, 10am SPH2 Rm 317, “Energy Balance and 
cancer risk 

Rose Fellow recipient Megan Diamond worked on 

identifying risk factors for diabetes in Tanzania 

Spring Seminar Series 

‘Jessica & the boys’ Jessica’s farewell party Jori Barabino at the Patriots Super Bowl Parade Laura Severse presented at the National Council for 
University Research Administrators  

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/michelle-holmes/
http://sph.washington.edu/faculty/fac_bio.asp?url_ID=Siscovick_David
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/joann-manson/
https://cdn1.sph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2014/07/Guidelines-and-Application-Process-Spring-20151.pdf
https://cdn1.sph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2014/07/Guidelines-and-Application-Process-Spring-20151.pdf
mailto:marchese@hsph.harvard.edu?subject=Rose%20Traveling%20Fellowship%20Application
http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/submissionschedule.htm
http://ragoninstitute.org/education/summer-program/
http://ccdd.hsph.harvard.edu/Opportunities/Doctoral-Students
mailto:wim.delva@ugent.be?subject=Postdoctoral%20Research%20Fellowship
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/cecp/job-opportunities/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/donna-spiegelman/postdoctoral-fellowship/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/donna-spiegelman/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/donna-spiegelman/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/donna-spiegelman/postdoctoral-fellowship/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/po-ru-loh/
http://www.nature.com/ng/journal/v47/n3/full/ng.3190.html
http://www.nature.com/ng/journal/v47/n3/full/ng.3190.html
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/hugues-aschard/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/peter-kraft/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/alkes-price/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/amit-joshi/
http://www.cell.com/ajhg/abstract/S0002-9297%2814%2900527-8
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/erica-warner/
http://newsite.iwhod.org/
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Upcoming Events in Epi 

March 9, 12:30pm, Kresge 907– Hot Topic in Cancer Epi; Discussing the recently published paper by Tomasetti and Vogel-

stein in Science Journal 

March 19, 12:30-1:30pm, Kresge 110 -Faculty Lunches have been reinstituted by Dean Julio Frenk. The next presenter will 

be Epi’s Caroline Buckee. 

March 29-30 All Day, SPH– Annual Outreach Conference to Increase Diversity in Mathematical Modeling & Public Health 

April 10, 1:30-4:45pm, G2/FXB Atrium– 13th Annual Jonathan Freeman Symposium on Infectious Disease Epidemiology. 

Afternoon talks will take place in G2, and the Poster Session and Reception  in the FXB Atrium 

April 10, All Day– The 3rd Annual Youth & Public Health Conference- an event designed to encourage young students 

from diverse backgrounds get excited about the field of Public Health. Contact Erin Comerford if you are interested in volunteering. 

 

Mondays (3/23, 3/30, 4/6, 4/13, 4/27) 5:30-8:00 pm- Power and Differences workshops; A dialogue-based workshop struc-

tured to explore identity, culture, discrimination, and social justice 

 

Take the Stairs Campaign- Registration opens Friday, 3/6/2015. The Campaign begins Monday 3/23/2015! 

 
 

http://www.sciencemag.org/content/347/6217/78
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/deans-office/julio-frenk-dean/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/caroline-buckee/
http://ccdd.hsph.harvard.edu/Opportunities/Infectious-Disease-Transmission-Dynamics-Increasing-Diversity-in-Science
mailto:eoc415@mail.harvard.edu?subject=Public%20health%20conference
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ecoopportunity/take-the-stairs/
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