
2018-2019 fellows Jason Park and Amare Worku Tadesse were paired as “twins” during
their fellowship program. They worked together on a secondary data analysis project
studying the association between maternal health literacy and child health outcomes in
Zambia and Ethiopia. During the fellowship year, they completed a literature review, analysis
of the dataset, and submitted a manuscript for publication.
 
Jason Park: ""Amare and I met as roommates during orientation, quickly hitting it off on our
long, humid walks to the NIH. Despite the distance between our project sites, we decided to
collaborate on a maternal and child health project. Literature review showed the difficulty of
measuring health literacy in global settings, and we decided to use exploratory factor
analysis to extract maternal health literacy from a dataset of a rural Ethiopian population.
Then we investigated the association with sociodemographic factors and child health
outcomes like vaccination history. We described our work on a manuscript and submitted to
peer-reviewed journals, where it is currently under review. The result was a satisfying and
rewarding exploration of data that can hopefully contribute to our shared goal of
improving maternal and child healthcare everywhere"
 
Amare Worku Tadesse: "Though Jason and I were stationed in different countries during
the fellowship period, we met communicated regularly on Skype and email. We shared our
ideas, results and the possible explanations with our mentors for their insightful feedback.
We then produced a manuscript on our proposed research topic and submitted it to peer-
reviewed journals."
 

During the HBNU Fogarty fellowship, I worked  in the Department of Psychiatry at

Stellenbosch University in the Western Cape, South Africa. Throughout the year, I was

fortunate to have a number of unique experiences have not only enriched my research in

global mental health, but also my overall understanding of the complexities and cultural

context of South Africa.  My Fogarty fellowship project focused on the adaptation of a trauma

neuroimaging experimental paradigm for use in South Africa. Throughout the year, my mentors

were successful in collecting pilot data for this project and collaborating on other projects.

The preliminary results from this study are encouraging and have been informative for our

future planned studies in this area of research. Throughout the year, we also submitted grants

to NIH and foundations with the goal of continuing this collaborative line of research.

 

In October, I returned to the USA. I now have a joint appointment as an Instructor and Staff

Psychologist at Massachusetts General Hospital/Harvard Medical School and as a Research

Associate at the Harvard School of Public Health. Although I am no longer living in the South

Africa, global mental health remains a primary focus of my research and I will be continuing to

collaborate with my mentors on this line of research for many years to come.

TWINNING PROJECT
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The HBNU Fogarty Global Health Training Program provides mentored research opportunities

to train and prepare a new cadre of health professionals in the United States (U.S). and low

and middle-income countries (LMICs) dedicated to research, health services, and academic

careers. The Program aims to enhance the trainees’ ability to independently plan, implement,

and assess innovative clinical or operations research addressing major global health

challenges. Fellows in the Program must spend at least 11 months at their research site.

Collaborating research sites include 21 sites across 15 countries in Africa, Asia, and South

America. For more information, please visit the HBNU website.
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Jason Park (left) and Amare Worku Tadesse (right)

Kristina J. Korte in Cape Town, South Africa.

SPOTLIGHT FELLOW:

 KRISTINA J. KORTE:

Highlights from the 2018-2019 Cohort

A full list of Kristina's publications can be
found here:  https://bit.ly/2Q2QTPj

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=((Korte%2C+Kristina%5BAuthor%5D)+AND+Korte+KJ%5BAuthor%5D)+AND+Korte%2C+Kristina+J%5BAuthor%5D


Dr. Srinivasapura Venkateshmurthy will spend his fellowship year at the Public Health Foundation of India
(PHFI) in Gurgaon under the mentorship of Mark Huffman, MD, MPH. His research will focus on assessing
the context and factors crucial for scale-up of an innovative strategy to address hypertension and
diabetes in India. . Dr. Srinivasapura Venkateshmurthy completed an MD in Community Medicine from All
India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi in 2013. Soon after he joined PHFI and is based in
Visakhapatnam, India. He plays a dual role of an administrator and a researcher. He leads a team of 49
people and is responsible for the implementation of three distinct research projects aiming to address
the growing burden of non-communicable diseases in India. Over the course of six years, he has
established research infrastructure, recruited and trained project personnel, built rapport with
community stakeholders and liaised with health department officials. Dr. Srinivasapura
Venkateshmurthy ‘s primary area of interest is implementation science. He plans to develop into a well-
rounded public health researcher, with a specific interest in the context and fidelity of program
implementation.
 
 

The orientation for the 2019-2020 cohort of HBNU Fogarty

Global Health Fellows took place during the week of July 16

at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda,

Maryland. During the orientation, the fellows had the

opportunity to meet with their mentors, network with other

Fogarty fellows from other consortia, and attend

presentations from guest speakers from the Fogarty

Internationl Center, NIH and other consortia.

F A L L  2 0 1 8
NIH ORIENTATION

Principal Investigators (PIs) and Fellows at the NIH Orientation

INTRODUCING THE 2019 – 2020 HBNU FELLOWS

Nigeria

Varsha Dhurde, PhD, MS, LMIC Fellow

Dr. Dhurde will spend her fellowship year at Lata Medical Research Foundation in Nagpur under the
mentorship of Archana Patel, MD, PhD and Patricia Hibberd, MD, PhD. Her research will focus on
estimating the prevalence of anemia and coverage of adolescent anemia control programs among girls
aged 15-19 years in Nagpur District, India. Dr. Dhurde completed her masters and doctorate from
Savitribai Phule Pune University in 2007. She has extensive experience in health and nutrition research
and is passionate about nutrition research.
 
 
 Nikhil Venkateshmurthy, MD, LMIC Fellow

INDIA

We are pleased to announce the 2019-2020 Fogarty fellows. As the third year for the HBNU consortium, we

take great pride in introducing our 11 selected fellows. Please read more about the fellows below:



Dr. Achieng will spend her fellowship year at the Center for Global Health Research in Kisumu under the
mentorship of DJ Perkins, Collins Ouma. Her research will focus on targeting the LAIR1 pathway for
development of novel therapeutics in pediatric severe malarial anemia in in Kenya. Dr. Achieng completed
her doctoral training in medical immunology at Maseno University, Kisumu, Kenya in April 2019 on a Global
Infectious Diseases training grant. She also holds Bachelor and Master of Science degrees in Biochemistry
and molecular biology from Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology and Maseno
University, respectively. Prior to her doctoral training, Dr. Achieng worked for the United States Army
Medical Research Unit-Kenya and carried out molecular surveillance for anti-malarial drug resistance in
Kenyan Plasmodium falciparum isolates.
While pursuing her PhD, Dr. Achieng characterized the role of leukocyte receptors in conditioning
susceptibility to pediatric severe malarial anemia, and also identified novel compounds with anti-plasmodial
activity. These and other related research findings have enabled her to publish 13 manuscripts and give
presentations at major international scientific meetings. Her career goal is to become an independent
scientist and leader in development of immunotherapies for the treatment of malaria and other infectious
diseases.
 
 
 
 

Angela ACHIENG, PhD, MSc, LMIC Fellow

KENYA

Ola Oladimeji, PhD, MBBS, MPA, MSc, LMIC Fellow

Dr. Oladimeji will spend his fellowship year at the University of Jos in Jos under the mentorship of C. Robert

Horsburgh, Jr., MD, Ayuba I Zoakah, MBBS, MPH, FWACP and Tom N Achiki, MD, MPH, MBA, PhD. His research

will focus on exploring the treatment outcome of drug resistant tuberculosis and transmission risk among

patients with and without HIV infection in Nigeria. Dr. Oladimeji completed his MBBS and master’s degrees

at the University of Ibadan, Nigeria. He received his doctoral degree in public health from the University of

KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. He also completed the one year Global Clinical Scholars Research Training

(GCSRT) Program in Clinical Trials concentration from Harvard Medical School. Dr. Oladimeji was

instrumental to the initiation and expansion of programmatic management of MDR-TB in Nigeria. He served

as a consultant to STOP TB Partnership in Geneva. He is a member of America Thoracic Society (ATS) and

affiliated collaborator with the Global Burden of Disease research team at the University of Washington. Dr.

Oladimeji has honorary affiliations with Walter Sisulu University, Eastern Cape, South Africa and School of

Public Health, University of Namibia, Namibia.

NIGERIA

PERU

Roxana Garcia, MD, MP, US Fellow

Dr. Garcia will spend her fellowship year at Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia (UPCH) in Lima under the

mentorship of Patricia Garcia, MD, PhD, MPH and Mamta Swaroop, MD. Her research will focus on evaluating

the neurosurgical capacity for traumatic brain injury in Peru. Dr. Garcia was born in California and is entering

her sixth year of neurosurgery residency at Northwestern University. She completed her medical training at

UCSF and two master’s degrees from the UC Berkeley School of Public Health. Dr. Garcia hopes to develop

a career in global neurosurgery, working on improving access to surgical care in Latin America with a special

interest in traumatic brain injury. Dr. Garcia was awarded the Bernard Osher Foundation grant early in

medical school, and has published 15 manuscripts since starting residency in 2014. She completed an NIH

StrokeNet Research Fellowship this year examining disparities in access to stroke care. Dr. Garcia is

excited to be a 2019-2020 Fogarty Global Health Trainee and looks forward to collaborating on many global

health projects in the future.



Nigeria
Dr. Louis will spend her fellowship year at the University of Global Health Equity (UGHE) in Kigaliis under
the mentorship of Giuseppe Raviola, MD and David Henderson, MD. Her research will focus on expanding
community health workers and nontraditional gatekeepers in mental health settings in Rwanda.
Dr. Louis, earned her doctoral degree in Counseling Psychology at the University of Georgia. She is
currently completing her psychology internship with the Center for Multicultural Training in Psychology at
the Boston University School of Medicine – Boston Medical Center. As a HaitianAmerican, her cultural
roots influence her clinical and research interests. Dr. Louis has presented her scholarly work at
international conferrers in Canada, Portugal, South Africa, Jamaica, Haiti, and Japan.
Dr. Louis is the recipient of The National Security Education Program David L. Boren Fellowship (Haiti),
American Psychological Association Minority Fellow Program, The American Association of University
Women, Alternate – American Dissertation Fellowship Program, and the Georgia Psychological
Association’s Diversity Student Award.
 
 
 

Elizabeth Louis, PhD, MA, U.S. Fellow

RWANDA

https://www.facebook.com/HBNUFogarty/

SOUTH AFRICA

Nigeria

Andrew Kim, MA, US Fellow

Mr. Kim will spend his fellowship year at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg under the
mentorship of Shane Norris, PhD and Christopher Kuzawa, PhD. His research will focus on he
intergenerational effects of apartheid-based prenatal stress on birth outcomes, neuroendocrine
function, and mental illness risk across subsequent generations using a longitudinal birth cohort study
based in Soweto, South Africa. Mr. Kim is a PhD candidate in biological anthropology at Northwestern
University. As a mixed-methods researcher trained in statistical, ethnographic, and laboratory methods,
Mr. Kim has published in a wide array of journals including Scientific Reports, Transcultural Psychiatry, and
International Health. Mr. Kim is a National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellow and a Mellon
Mays Undergraduate Fellow and his research has been supported by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation,
Social Science Research Council, and the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation.
 
 
 

Josh Murphy, MPH, US Fellow

Mr. Murphy will spend his fellowship year at the Health Economics and Epidemiology Research Office
(HERO) in Johannesburg under the mentorship of Sophie Pascoe, PhD, Chodziwadziwa Kabudula, PhD and
Matthew Fox, DSc. His research will focus on matching patient records across non-networked databases
to determine loss to care and patterns of patient mobility at facilities in the public sector of HIV program
in Johannesburg, South Africa. Mr. Murphy joined HE2RO in October 2015 as a Research Project Manager
on the Evaluation of National Adherence Guidelines in South Africa. He is a behavioral scientist with over
10 years of experience in public health program implementation as well as quantitative and qualitative
research. He holds a BA in Psychology from Tufts University and a master’s degree in Public Health from
the University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill. His interests include data visualization and increasing data
use at all levels of the health system. He hopes to utilize his expertise to teach at the university level
someday.
 
 



Caleb Figge, PhD, MA, US Fellow

Dr. Figge will spend his fellowship year at Muhimbili University of Health and Allied Sciences (MUHAS) in Dar

es Salaam, under the mentorship of Sylvia Kaaya, MD, PhD and Mary Kay Smith-Fawzi, ScD. His research will

focus on local expressions of posttraumatic distress to augment and validate measures of psychopathology

and adaptive functioning in traumaaffected Tanzanian youth. The project will result in several contextually-

validated measures to inform screening, diagnosis, and treatment of Tanzanian youth across hospital,

school, and mental health settings. Dr. Figge received his PhD in Clinical-Child Psychology from DePaul

University in Chicago, and completed his predoctoral clinical internship at The Children’s Hospital of

Philadelphia. His research program has focused on child trauma and posttraumatic stress in urban, at-risk

contexts in the United States and in rural Cambodia, which has earned him several research awards. Dr. Figge

has clinical experience in pediatric psychology, community mental health, and international mental health

programming. He is looking forward to growing his research program in global mental health.

TANZANIA

Pooja Chitneni, MD, US Fellow

Dr. Chitneni will spend her fellowship year at the Mbarara University of Science and Technology in Mbarara

under the mentorship of Lynn Matthews, MD, MPH, Jessica Haberer, MD, MS and Dr. Bosco Bwana, MBChB,

MPH. Her research will focus on assessing sexually transmitted infection epidemiology and partner

notification practices among men and women affected by HIV. Dr. Chitneni received her medical degree from

the University of Iowa in 2012, completed her internal medicine residency training from Boston Medical

Center in 2015, and completed her infectious diseases fellowship from Brigham and Women’s Hospital and

Massachusetts General Hospital in 2018. She has lived and worked in Mbarara, Uganda since January 2018,

previously supported by a NIAID T32 training grant. Dr. Chitneni eventually hopes to develop interventions to

curb vertical and horizontal STI transmission among Ugandans couples. Dr. Chitneni is very excited and

grateful for the Fogarty Fellowship to be able to continue her research in Uganda.

UGANDA
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Cheryl Hendrickson, MPH, US Fellow

Ms. Hendrickson will spend her fellowship year at the Health Economics and Epidemiology Research Office

(HERO) in Johannesburg under the mentorship of Brooke Nichols, PhD, Matthew Fox, DSc and Lawrence

Long, PhD. Her research will focus on HIV, from basic science research into the immunological mechanisms

responsible for the spontaneous control of HIV infection in ‘elite controllers’ to developing an algorithm

used to estimate HIVpositive patients antiretroviral start date using routinely collected laboratory data.

Ms. Hendrickson’s education and training, in both the U.S. and southern Africa, has been in the biomedical

sciences and epidemiology, specifically on infectious disease and sexual & reproductive health. She holds a

Master’s in Public Health from Boston University and is currently pursuing her PhD at Erasmus MC (The

Netherlands). In addition to her HIV research interests, Ms. Hendrickson is also passionate about sexual

and reproductive health issues and is currently part of a team at the Health Economics and Epidemiology

Research Office that is assessing women’s access to safe sexual and reproductive health services in

South Africa. Her PhD is focusing on evaluating the routine implementation of pre-exposure prophylaxis in

South Africa and Zambia.

https://sites.sph.harvard.edu/global-health-research-partnership/


2020-2021 Applications under Review

This year, the HBNU Consortium is leading the PI Council for the Fogarty Global Health Program for Fellows and Scholars.

This leadership responsibility includes facilitating an alumni panel at the 2020 Consortium of Universities for Global

Health Conference in April 2020. The panel will highlight exceptional alumni from across the six consortia, who will

discuss their research and training experiences, and career paths.

2020 Consortium of Universities for Global Health Conference Satellite Session

RECENT AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

On November 25, 2019, the HBNU Fogarty Global

Health Program convened its leadership team for a

day-long meeting at Harvard T.H. Chan School of

Public Health in Boston, Massachusetts. The

leadership team included representatives from each

of the HBNU consortium universities, including

Principal Investigators, Co-Investigators, the

Program Manager, and the Program Coordinator. The

leadership team discussed progress to-date on the

HBNU Fogarty Global Health Fellowship Program, as

well as future directions of the Program.

HBNU Leadership Meeting in Boston, MA

Top row, from left to right: Claudia Hawkins (NU), David Hamer (BU), Rob
Murphy (NU), Wafaie Fawzi (Harvard). Bottom row, from left to right: Chris
Sudfeld (Harvard), Sylvia Kaaya (MUHAS), DJ Perkins (UNM), Patricie
Niyitegeka (Harvard).

Currently, the HBNU leadership team is reviewing applications for the 2020-2021 cohort of fellows. We received 44

outstanding applications from applicants across 14 countries. Research topics include HIV/AIDS, noncommunicable

diseases, maternal, child, and newborn health, mental health, dental, and beyond. Reviews of the applications will be

completed by the end of December 2019, final selection will take place in January 2020, and selected candidates will be

notified by the end of February 2020. The leadership team is looking forward to another excellent cohort of HBNU

Fogarty Global Health fellows.

In addition, the HBNU Consortium is hosting a

satellite session focused on global health

mentorship at the CUGH Conference. The session

will utilize the extensive mentoring experience

across the Fogarty Global Health Fellowship

Program to bring to the forefront practical advice

and solutions for effective mentorship. Featured

speakers include Davidson Hamer (Boston

University), Bhakti Hansoti (Johns Hopkins

University), Marie Martin (Vanderbilt University),

Shailey Prasad (University of Minnesota), and

Benjamin Chi (University of North Carolina Chapel

Hill), among others. Registration is required.

For more information please contact :

Patricie Niyitegeka

Program Director

pniyiteg@hsph.harvard.edu

Tara Young

Program Coordinator

Tyoung@hsph.harvard.edu https://www.facebook.com/HBNUFogarty/

https://sites.sph.harvard.edu/global-
health-research-partnership/


