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June 2023 
JESSICA L. COHEN 

BRUCE A. BEAL, ROBERT L. BEAL, AND ALEXANDER S. BEAL ASSOCIATE 
PROFESSOR OF GLOBAL HEALTH 

 

665 Huntington Avenue 
Building 1, Room 1209 

Boston, MA 02115 
cohenj@hsph.harvard.edu 

 
EDUCATION: 
2008 Economics, Ph.D., MIT 
2000              Economics, B.A., Wesleyan University 
 

POST-DOCTORAL TRAINING (RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP): 
9/2007-5/2009 Research Fellow, Brookings Institution, Global Economy and Development  
 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS: 
7/2018-present 
 
 
 
 

7/2016-6/2018 
 
 

 
9/2009-6/2016 

Bruce A. Beal, Robert L. Beal and Alexander S. Beal Associate Professor of 
Global Health 
Department of Global Health and Population 
Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health 
 

Associate Professor of Global Health  
Department of Global Health and Population 
Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health 
 

Assistant Professor of Global Health 
Global Health and Population 
Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS: 
2023                           CO-Director 
                             LEAD Fellowship Program for Women Leaders in Global Health 
                             Harvard University  
 

2021                         Director of Graduate Studies (Acting) 
                             Health Policy PhD Program 
                             Harvard University 
 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS: 
2022-Present        Research Affiliate 
                             Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
                             Massachusetts General Hospital 
 

2022-Present       Faculty Associate 
                            Ariadne Labs 
                                                                                                
HONORS AND DISTINCTIONS: 
 

2022 
2020 

 

National Academy of Medicine Catalyst Innovator Award 
Harvard Chan Teaching Award 
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2020 
 
2018 
2012-2015 
2005-2007 
2001-2005 
2001-2003 
2000 
2000 
1999 

Top Social Science Paper of the Decade, Vox (for paper “Free Distribution or 
Cost Sharing: Evidence from a Randomized Malaria Prevention Experiment”) 
Harvard Chan Student Mentorship Award 
Burke Global Health Fellowship, Harvard Global Health Institute 
George and Obie Schultz Fund Dissertation Grant 
National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship 
MIT Department of Economics Faculty Fellowship 
Plukas Publishing Award 
Phi Beta Kappa 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, Joint Program in Survey Methodology Junior 
Fellowship 
 

ADVISORY PANELS, REVIEW COMMITTEES AND TECHNICAL EXPERT GROUPS  
 

2023                      Research Advisory Committee, New Jersey Integrated Population Health  
                              Data Project 
 

2022-2023            Copenhagen Consensus, Academic Advisory Group (Malaria)  
 

2022-2023            American Society of Health Economists Annual Research Meeting Program  
                             Chair: “Health and Health Care in Low and Middle Income Countries”  
 

2021                     Academy Health, Abstract Review Committee “Women’s Health” Theme  
                             (Annual Research Meeting) 
 

2020                     USAID, Development Innovation Ventures Investment Committee Panel 
 

2020                     NIH Expert Review Panel “Mobile Health: Technology and Outcomes in  
                             Low and Middle Income Countries” 
 

2019                     NIH Expert Review Panel “Late-Stage Implementation Research Addressing 
                             Hypertension in Low- and Middle-Income Countries: Scaling Up  
                             Proven-Effective Interventions” 
 

2019-present        Technical Advisory Committee, “Digital Approaches to Targeting Malaria  
                             Treatment” 
 

2014- 2016           WHO Technical Expert Group for Surveillance, Monitoring and Evaluation  
                             (WHO, Global Malaria Programme)  
 

2014-2020            Transparency for Development Advisory Panel (Resources for Development) 
 

2011-2021            Board of Advisors, ID Insight 
 

2008                     Catalytic Initiative to Save a Million Lives Technical Advisory Panel 
                             (Canadian International Development Agency) 
 

2008-2013            Malaria Technical Advisor, Clinton Health Access Initiative 
 

2000-Present        Co-Founder/Board Member, TAMTAM Africa (Together Against Malaria) 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND SOCIETIES 
 

2020-Present          Member, Academy Health 
2019-Present          Member, American Society of Health Economists 
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2017-Present          Member, International Health Economics Association 
2017-Present          Faculty Affiliate, Behavioral Insights Group, Harvard University 
2014-Present          Faculty Affiliate, Harvard Center for African Studies 
2014-Present          Faculty Affiliate, Harvard Center for Population and Development 
2013-Present          Faculty Affiliate, Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) 
2012, 2019             American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
2011-Present          American Economic Association 
2009-Present          Faculty Affiliate, Harvard Center for International Development  
2009-Present          Non-Resident Fellow, Brookings Institution 
 
DEPARTMENT, SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE (SELECTED) 
 

2022-present         Co-Director, LEAD Fellowship Program for Women Leaders in Global   
                              Health, Harvard University   
2021                      Director of Graduate Studies (Acting), Harvard Health Policy PhD Program 
2017-2020             Faculty Council, Member  
2017-2019             International Health Systems Faculty Cluster, Co-lead 
2017-2019             Faculty Task Force on International Research Strategy, Chair 
2012-present         Committee on Higher Degrees in Health Policy, Member 
2010-2012,            Member, Masters of Science Committee 
2014-2015              
2010-2019             Member, Women and Health Initiative Faculty Steering Committee 
 
TECHNICAL CONSULTING 
 

2022                      Technical Consultant, Agency Fund 
2020                      Technical Consultant, Surgo Foundation  
2017-2018             Technical Consultant, Susan Thompson Buffett Foundation  
 
JOURNAL REVIEWING 
Economics: American Economic Review, American Economic Review: Insights, American 
Economic Journal: Applied Economics, American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, 
Development Engineering, Economic Development and Cultural Change, Econometrica, 
Economic Journal, Health Economics, Journal of Development Economics, Journal of 
Development Effectiveness, Journal of the European Economic Association, Journal of Health 
Economics, Journal of Human Resources, Journal of Public Economics, Quarterly Journal of 
Economics, Review of Economics and Statistics, Review of Economic Studies 
 

Public Health/Medicine/Public Policy: BMJ, BMJ Global Health, Bulletin of the WHO, 
Comparative Education Review, Health Affairs, Health Policy and Planning, Health Systems 
and Reform, JAMA Network Open, Journal of the Royal Society Interface, Malaria Journal, 
Nature Human Behavior, PLoS One, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, Social 
Science and Medicine, Science 
 
CURRENT RESEARCH SUPPORT  
UNITED STATES 
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“Improving Health Insurance Design to Reduce Racial/Ethnic Inequities in Maternal Health” 
(2022-2024)  
The Donaghue Foundation 
Co-Investigator (PI: Anna Sinaiko) 
Major Goal: 1) Produce new evidence on racial/ethnic differences in out-of-pocket spending for 
high-value pre-natal care and the extent that utilization of high-value prenatal care and features of 
benefit design explain downstream disparities in adverse maternal outcomes. 2) Design and 
prepare to pilot an intervention targeting the reduction of racial/ethnic inequities in maternity care 
in a commercially insured population. 
 
“Bridging the Gap between Postpartum and Primary Care: Novel Approaches to Care Continuity 
for Women at High Risk for Chronic Disease” (2022-2023) 
National Academy of Medicine Catalyst Award 
PI (joint with Mark Clapp, MGH) 
Major Goal: Longitudinal survey with postpartum women with chronic conditions regarding 
barriers to care continuity in the postpartum year. 
 
“Bridging the Gap between Pregnancy and Primary Care: A Behavioral Science Informed 
Intervention to Improve Chronic Disease Management among Postpartum Women” (2022-2023) 
National Institute of Aging, National Bureau of Economic Research, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (J-PAL) 
PI (joint with Mark Clapp, MGH) 
Major Goal: Randomized trial testing an intervention to improve transitions between obstetric care 
and primary care 
 
“Assessing Postpartum Care among Medicaid Beneficiaries in the Era of Expanded Access and 
Telehealth Services” (2021-2022) 
NIHCM 
Co-Investigator (PI: Mark Clapp; MGH) 
Major Goal: Evaluation of the impact of postpartum Medicaid extensions and telehealth on 
postpartum health during the COVID-19 pandemic  
 
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
 

“Impact of a Nurse Mentorship and Digital Health Platform on Maternal and Newborn Health in 
Kenya: A Cluster Randomized Controlled Trial” 
USAID, Development Innovation Ventures 
PI (with Margaret McConnell) 
Major Goal: Randomized controlled trial evaluating the impact of a maternity nurse peer 
mentorship program and an SMS program aimed at increasing awareness and access to maternal 
health care in Kenya. Partnership with Jacaranda Health and Innovations for Poverty Action, 
Kenya.  
 
“Empowered Postpartum: Increasing Postpartum Care among New Mothers in Kenya with a 
Tailored Behavioral Intervention” (2022-2024) 
Motsepe Foundation 
PI (joint with Margaret McConnell and Slawa Rokicki) 
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Major Goal: Randomized trial evaluating the impact of an intervention designed to improve 
postpartum Care Access and Quality in Kenya.  
Partners: Jacaranda Health 
 
PENDING RESEARCH SUPPORT 
 

“Understanding trends, policy drivers and effects of oral contraception prescription duration in the 
United States” (2023-2028) 
Co-Investigator (PI: Steenland) 
NICHD/R01 
Major Goal: Generate evidence regarding rates and variation in oral contraceptive prescription 
supply duration in the U.S., conduct a quasi-experimental impact evaluation of contraceptive 
supply duration laws on prescribing behavior, and use an instrumental variables analysis to 
analyze the impact of contraceptive supply duration on contraceptive adherence and unintended 
pregnancy. 
 

“Decreasing Preventable Respiratory Morbidity Among Late Preterm Births” (2024-2029)  
Co-Investigator (PI: Clapp and Melamed) 
NICHD/R01 
Major Goal: Generate quasi-experimental evidence regarding the impact of antenatal steroid 
administration for late preterm births in the United States. Evidence will be used to guide clinical 
decision making and policy regarding use of steroids in pregnancies at high risk of preterm birth. 
 
“Long-Acting Reversible Contraceptives and Adolescent Childbearing” (2024-2029) 
Co-Investigator (PI: Kapinos) 
NICHD/R01 
Major Goal: Analyze trends and variation in use of long-acting reversible contraception among 
adolescents and generate quasi-experimental evidence regarding the impact of use of these 
methods on adolescent childbearing.  
 
“Impact of Early, Prolonged Skin-to-Skin Care, Enabled by a Novel, Wearable Incubator vs. 
Routine Incubator Care” (2023-2024) 
Co-Investigator 
Thrasher Fund 
Major Goal: Conduct a multi-state cluster randomized controlled trial evaluating the feasibility 
and impact of a wearable incubator that facilitates simultaneous incubator care with skin-to-skin. 
 
PAST RESEARCH SUPPORT  
UNITED STATES 
“The Effects of the COVID-19 Medicaid Postpartum Expansion on Healthcare Use, Healthcare 
Outcomes, and Employment During and After the Pandemic” (2020-2022) 
Health Care Cost Institute COVID-19 Research Accelerator Grant 
PI (joint with Sarah Kotb) 
Major Goal: Quasi-experimental impact evaluation of the expansion of Medicaid coverage for  
postpartum women during the COVID-19 pandemic 
 
“Impact of Medicaid Provider Incentives for Postpartum LARC Provision on Postpartum 
Contraceptive Use” (2020-2022) 
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NIHCM 
PI 
Major Goal: Explore the impact of Medicaid provider incentives for offering immediate  
postpartum LARCs across 5 states on contraceptive use 
 
“Evidence-based Policy for Maternal Health: A Quasi-Experimental Evaluation of the Impact of 
Innovative Medicaid Policies on Women’s Use of Effective Postpartum Contraception and Safe 
Birth Spacing” (2020-2022) 
PI 
Dean’s Activation Award, Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health 
Major Goal: Quasi-experimental impact evaluation of Medicaid policy to incentivize health 
providers to offer immediate post-partum long-acting reversible contraception on birth spacing 
 
“Effect of Increased Payment for Immediate Postpartum Long-Acting Reversible Contraception 
on Birth Spacing and Health Outcomes” (2020-2022) 
NICHD, R03 
Co-I (PI: Maria Steenland) 
Major Goal: Conduct a quasi-experimental impact evaluation of Medicaid’s policy changes 
allowing separate provider payment for immediate post-partum LARC provision on newborn 
outcomes 
 
“Evaluation of the Nurse Family Partnership Program in South Carolina” (2020-2022) 
The Duke Endowment 
Co-Investigator (PI: Margaret McConnell) 
Major Goal: Randomized controlled trial of the South Carolina Nurse Family Partnership 
program. 
 
“Empowering Consumers to Reduce their Exposures to Environmental Chemicals” (2019-2020) 
Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health Dean’s Fund for Scientific Advancement 
Activation Award  
Co-Investigator (PI: Lindsay Jaacks) 
Major Goal: Randomized trial evaluating the impact of a SMS-based behavior change 
intervention related to exposures in food.  
 
“Impact of the ACA on the Prevention and Early Detection of Women’s Cancers” (2017-2020) 
American Cancer Society  
Co-Investigator (PI: Summer Hawkins) 
Major Goal: To conduct quasi-experimental analyses estimating the impact of the ACA and 
other recent health policy changes on cancer screenings using the All Payers Claims Databases 
from three states. Collaboration with Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Boston College. 
 
“Contraceptive Counseling for Postpartum Moms During Pediatric Visits” (2016-2018) 
Health Care Delivery Initiative, J-PAL/MIT 
Co-Investigator (PI Kari Harris) 
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Major Goal: To explore the feasibility and conduct power calculations for a potential study on 
using pediatricians to counsel new mothers on family planning in Kansas. Joint project with 
Kansas University Medical Center.  
 
“Sex Differences in the Utilization of “No-cost” Preventive Services Post Affordable Care Act 
(ACA)” (2013-2014) 
Co-Investigator (PI Therese Fitzgerald) 
Major Goal: To analyze the impact of the Affordable Care Act on preventive health care seeking 
in Massachusetts. Collaboration with Brigham and Women’s Hospital. 
 
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
“Evaluating the Impact and Cost-Effectiveness of the China-Tanzania Malaria Demonstration 
Project” (2019-2022) 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
PI 
Major Goal: Lead an external impact and cost-effectiveness evaluation of a community reactive  
case detection malaria control program in Tanzania.  
 
“A Behavioral Economics and Human Centered Design Approach to Rolling Out A 
Comprehensive PPH Control Program in 5 African Countries” (2017-2020) 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
Co-PI (multiple PI project with T. Burke (MGH) & M. McConnell) 
Major Goal: To collect quantitative and qualitative data on behavioral drivers of maternal care 
quality and management of post-partum hemorrhage 
 
“Global Health and Population Department Postdoctoral Fellowship Grant” (2019-2020) 
Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health Global Health and Population Department 
PI 
Major Goal: Support a postdoctoral fellow to work on research regarding quality of care for 
malaria 
 
“Health Care Provider Beliefs and Quality of Care for Postpartum Hemorrhage in Kenya” 
(2019-2020) 
Foundations of Human Behavior, Harvard University 
PI 
Major Goal: Evaluate the role of maternity health care worker beliefs, values, incentives and 
social norms in the quality of post-partum care in Kenya using belief elicitation and decision-
making games.  
 
“A Behavioral Science Approach to Understanding the Quality of Postpartum Maternity Care” 
(2018-2019) 
Dean’s Scientific Fund Activation Award, Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health 
Co-PI 
Major Goal: Support a postdoctoral fellow to work on research regarding behavioral economics 
approaches to modeling health care worker behavior and quality of maternity care in low-income 
countries.  



CV Jessica Cohen  8 
 

 
“What is the Impact of Reliable Electricity on the Quality of Maternal Care?: Evidence from a 
Randomized Trial with the Solar Suitcase in Uganda” (2017-2019) 
UBS Optimus Foundation 
PI 
Major Goal: To conduct a randomized controlled trial evaluating the impact of providing solar 
power to unconnected rural maternity facilities on the quality of maternity care in Uganda.  
 
“What is the Impact of Precommitment to Delivery Facilities on the Quality of Maternal  
and Neonatal Care?” (2015-2017) 
Hewlett Foundation/Center for Effective Global Action 
PI (with Margaret McConnell) 
Major Goal: To collect data on maternity facility quality to supplement data collection  
within a randomized controlled trial analyzing behavioral economic approaches to  
increasing demand for high quality maternal care.  
 
“The Impact of Family Planning Interventions in Africa: Evidence from Two Randomized 
Trials” (2014-2017) 
Hewlett Foundation 
Sub-Project PI (PI David Canning) 
Major Goal: This grant funded two randomized controlled trial, one led by David Canning and 
one led by myself and Margaret McConnell, in which behavioral economic approaches to 
improving take-up of post-partum family planning in Kenya were tested. Implementation 
partner: Jacaranda Health. 
 
“Translating Adoption of Improved Varieties into Nutritional Impact for Young Children: An 
RCT Exploring Strategies to Increase Consumption of Quality Protein Maize in Ethiopia” 
(2014-2017) 
Agricultural Technology Adoption Initiative (J-PAL/MIT)  
PI 
Major Goal: To conduct a randomized controlled trial testing behavioral economic approaches to 
improving child nutrition in Ethiopia. Multiple PI project with Margaret McConnell and Hugo 
DeGroote (CIMMYT). Partners: CIMMYT and Ethiopia Public Health Institute. 
 
“The Human Element of Elimination: Accounting for Malaria Risk Perception and Human 
Behavior in Strategic Planning” (2014-2016) 
Exxon Mobile Foundation/Defeating Malaria Initiative 
Co-PI (with Caroline Buckee) 
Major Goal: To conduct a cross-disciplinary team science research project combining behavioral 
economics and epidemiological modeling of malaria transmission to improve predictions 
regarding the impact of malaria control interventions. 
 
“The Human Element of Malaria Elimination: Accounting for Human Behavior and Risk 
Perceptions in Strategic Planning” (2014-2016) 
Harvard Career Incubator Award 
Co-PI (with Caroline Buckee) 
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Major Goal: To conduct a cross-disciplinary team science research project combining behavioral 
economics and epidemiological modeling of malaria transmission to improve predictions 
regarding the impact of malaria control interventions. 
 
“Can a Decision-Making Nudge Improve Birth Outcomes?: A Pilot Randomized Experiment in 
Nairobi” (2014-2015) 
Gates Foundation Grand Challenges Award 
Co-PI (with Margaret McConnell) 
Major Goal: To support a randomized controlled trial piloting a behavioral economics approach 
to increasing demand for high quality maternity care. Implementation partner: Jacaranda Health.  
 
“Research Enabling Grant Supporting Research on Malaria and Maternal and Child Health in 
Kenya” (2013-2015) 
Research Enabling Grant, Harvard University 
PI 
Major Goal: To support a Kenya based Research Coordinator to assist with development of a 
randomized controlled trial in Nairobi, Kenya piloting a behavioral economics approach to 
increasing demand for high quality maternity care. 
 
“Exploring the Role of Wellness Incentives in Fighting Malaria” (2013-2014) 
Harvard Defeating Malaria Initiative Junior Faculty Grant 
PI 
Major Goal: To develop a research proposal for a randomized controlled trial testing 
community-based incentives to reduce malaria 
 
“Do Financing and Fathers Lead to Better Birth Preparedness and Safer Motherhood?” (2012-
2015) 
Burke Fellowship, Harvard Global Health Institute  
PI 
Major Goal: To support a randomized controlled trial piloting a behavioral economics approach 
to increasing demand for high quality maternity care among pregnant women in Nairobi, Kenya. 
Multiple PI project with Margaret McConnell. Implementation partner: Jacaranda Health.  
 
“Negotiating Delivery: Can Spousal Involvement Improve Maternal Health?” (2012-2016) 
Lab for Economic Analysis and Policy, Harvard University 
PI 
Major Goal: To support a randomized controlled trial piloting a behavioral economics approach  
to increasing demand for high quality maternity care among pregnant women in Nairobi, Kenya.  
 
“Postpartum Empowerment: An Integrated Approach Driving Demand and Delivery of High 
Quality, Low Cost Postnatal Services in Kenya” (2012-2014) 
Saving Lives at Birth: Grand Challenges Canada 
PI (Prime: Jacaranda Health) 
Major Goal: Conduct a randomized controlled trial to evaluate the impact of a Community 
Health Worker program in which home visits to assess early postpartum and neonatal health 
were conducted. Multiple PI project with Margaret McConnell. 
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“Estimating the Health Impact of Scaling Up Access to Diagnostic Technologies” (2012-2014) 
UNITAID 
Co-Investigator (PI Joshua Salomon) 
Major Goal: Modeling the cost-effectiveness of scaling up access to rapid diagnostic tests for 
malaria and tuberculosis  
 
“Improving Access to Malaria Treatment and Diagnosis” (2009-2012) 
Clinton Health Access Initiative 
PI 
Major Goals: Undertake four studies (three randomized controlled trials, one longitudinal study) 
across three East African countries to test the impact of subsidies for malaria medicines, private 
sector distribution of rapid diagnostic tests for malaria, behavior change interventions to 
improve malaria treatment seeking and medication adherence and distribution of antimalarials in 
remote settings. Implementation partner: Innovations for Poverty Action, Kenya. 
 
“Balancing the Benefits and Risks of Malaria Medicine” (2009-2010) 
Novartis Foundation 
PI 
Major Goals: Conduct a randomized controlled trial in Western Kenya to test benefits and costs 
of subsidies for malaria medicines and rapid diagnostic tests 
 
TEACHING  
2007                         Instructor, Principles of Microeconomics  
                                 MIT 
 
2009-present            Instructor, Econometric Methods in Impact Evaluation  
                                 Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health 
 
2016-2018                Co-Instructor, Critical Thinking and Action for Public Health Professionals   
                                 (Module 5: Pandemics – Malaria in the 21st Century) 
                                 Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health 
 
2017-2018                Co-Instructor, Quantitative Research Methods in Public Health:  
                                 Econometrics 
                                 Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health  
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES  
ǂINDICATES ADVISEE 
 

1. Clarke-Deelder E, Opondo K, Achieng E, Garg L, Han Dǂ, Henry J, Guha M, Lightbourne A, 
Makin J, Miller N, Otieno B, Borovac-Pinheiro A, Suarez-Rebling, Menzies N, Burke T*, 
Oguttu M*, McConnell M*, Cohen J*. (joint senior authors) Quality of care for postpartum 
hemorrhage: a direct observation study in referral hospitals in Kenya. PLoS Global Health, 
2023, 3(3): e0001670.   
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2. Wang H, Li Zhihui, Chen S, Qin W, Xie L, Kong Y, Cohen J, Lu C, Liang W.  The effect of 
a disability-targeted cash transfer program on universal health coverage and universal access to 
education: a nationwide cohort study of Chinese children and adolescents with disabilities. The 
Lancet Regional Health –Western Pacific, 2022. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2022.100635  
 
3. Henry Jǂ, Clarke-Deelder Eǂ, Han D, Miller M, Opondo K, Oguttu M, Burke T*, Cohen JL*, 
McConnell M*. (*Joint senior authors) Health care providers’ knowledge of clinical protocols 
for Postpartum Hemorrhage Care in Kenya: a cross-sectional study. BMC Pregnancy and 
Childbirth, 2022. 22(828).   
 
4. Clarke-Deelder Eǂ, Opondo K, Oguttu M, Burke T, Cohen JL*, McConnell M*. (*Joint senior 
author) Immediate postpartum care in low- and middle-income countries: a gap in health care 
quality research and practice. American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology Maternal Fetal 
Medicine, 2022. 5(2S): 100764. 
 
5. Steenland, MW, Vatsa Rǂ, Pace LE, Cohen JL. Immediate Postpartum Long-Acting 
Reversible Contraceptive Use Following State-Specific Changes in Hospital Medicaid 
Reimbursement. JAMA Network Open, 2022. 5(10): e2237918.  
 
6. Rokicki S, Steenland MW, Geiger CK, Gourevitch RA, Chen L, Martin M, Cohen JL. Trends 
in postpartum mental health care before and after COVID-19. Health Services Research, 2022, 
57(6): pp. 1205-1407.  
 
7. Wang AZǂ, Barnett ML, Cohen JL. Changes in Cancer Screening Rates Following a New 
Cancer Diagnosis in a Primary Care Patient Panel. JAMA Network Open, 2022. 5(7): e2222131 
 
8. Clarke-Deelder Eǂ, Rokicki S, McGovern M, Birabwa C, Cohen J, Waiswa P, Abbo C. Levels 
of depression, anxiety, and psychological distress among Ugandan adults during the first wave 
of the COVID-19 pandemic: cross-sectional evidence from a mobile phone-based population 
survey. Global Mental Health, 2022. 1-11. doi:10.1017/gmh.2022.28 
 
9. Chang W, Cohen J, Mwesigwa B, Waiswa P, Rokicki S. Impact of reliable light and 
electricity on job satisfaction among maternity health workers in Uganda: A cluster randomized 
trial. Human Resources for Health, 2022. 20, 30.   
 
10. Steenland M, Rodriguez M, Cohen J. Changes in the supply duration of combined oral 
contraception during the Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, 2022. 139(3): pp: 455-457 
 
11. Passarelli S, Sudfeld C, Davison K, Fawzi W, Donato Kǂ, Tessema M, Gunaratna N, De 
Groote H, Cohen J, McConnell M. Caregivers systematically overestimate their child’s height-
for-age relative to other children in rural Ethiopia. Journal of Nutrition, 2022; 152(5): 1327-
1335.   
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12. Steenland M, Pace L, Cohen J. Association of Medicaid reimbursement for immediate 
postpartum long-acting reversible contraception with infant birth outcomes. JAMA Pediatrics, 
2022; 176(3): 296-303.  
 
13. J Cohen and J Daw. Postpartum Cliffs—Missed opportunities to promote maternal health in 
the United States. JAMA Health Forum, 2021; 2(12): e214164. 
 
14. Geiger Cǂ, Clapp M, Cohen J. Association of prenatal care services, maternal morbidity, and 
perinatal mortality with the advanced maternal age cutoff of 35 Years. JAMA Health Forum, 
2021; 2(12): e214044. 
 
15. Steenland M, Geiger Cǂ, Chen Lǂ, Rokicki S, Gourevitch Rǂ, Sinaiko A, Cohen J. Declines 
in contraceptive visits in the United States during the COVID-19 pandemic, Contraception, 
2021, 104: 593-599.  
 
16. Rokicki S, Mwesigwa B, Waiswa P, Cohen J. Impact of solar light and electricity on the 
quality and timeliness of maternity care: A stepped-wedge cluster-randomized trial in Uganda, 
Global Health: Science and Practice, 2021; 9(4).  
 
17. Zhang Hǂ, Fink G, Cohen J. The impact of health worker absenteeism on patient health care 
seeking behavior, testing and treatment: A longitudinal analysis of 11,595 illness episodes in 
Uganda, PLoS ONE, 2021, 16(8): e0256437 
 
18. Geiger Cǂ, Cohen J, Sommers B. Association between Medicaid prescription drug limits and 
access to medications and health care use among young adults with disabilities, JAMA Health 
Forum, 2021 June 17. 2(6): e211048.  
 
19. Geiger Cǂ, Sommers B, Hawkins S, Cohen J. Medicaid expansions, preconception 
insurance, and unintended pregnancy among new parents, Health Services Research, 2021, Aug; 
56(4): 691-701.  
 
20. Gage Aǂ, Aryal A, Joseph JP, Cohen J. The price of quality care: Cross-sectional 
associations between out-of-pocket payments and quality of care in six low-income countries. 
Tropical Medicine and International Health, 2021 Jun; 26(6): 701-714. 

  
21. Hawkins SS, Horvath K, Cohen J, Pace LE, Baum CF. Associations between ACA-related 
policies and a clinical recommendation with HPV vaccine initiation. Cancer Causes and 
Control, 2021, Jul; 32(7): 783-790.  
 
22. Clark-Deelder Eǂ, Suharlim C, Chatterjee S, Brenzel L, Ray A, Cohen J, McConnell M, 
Resch SC, Menzies N. Impact of campaign-style delivery of routine vaccines: a quasi-
experimental evaluation using routine health services data in India. Health Policy and Planning, 
2021 May 17; 36(4): 454-463.  
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23. Rokicki S, Mwesigwa B, Cohen J. Know-do gaps in obstetric and newborn care quality in 
Uganda: a cross-sectional study in rural health centers. Tropical Medicine and International 
Health. 2021 May; 26(5): 535-545. 
 
24. Stein D ǂ, Cohen J, Rothschild C, Golub G, Nyakora G, McConnell M. Bypassing high-
quality maternity facilities: Evidence from pregnant women in peri-urban Nairobi. Health Policy 
and Planning, 2021, Feb; 36(1): 84-92. 
 
25. Hawkins SS, Horvath K, Cohen J, Pace LE, Baum CF. Associations between insurance-
related Affordable Care Act policy changes with HPV vaccine completion. BMC Public Health, 
2021; 21(1):304. 

 
26. Steenland Mǂ, Pace L, Sinaiko A, Cohen J. Medicaid payments for immediate postpartum 
long-acting reversible contraception: Evidence from South Carolina. Health Affairs, 2021 
Feb;40(2):334-342.  
 
27. Han Dǂ, Khadka Aǂ, McConnell M, Cohen J. Association of unexpected newborn deaths 
with changes in obstetric and neonatal process of care. JAMA Network Open, 2020; 3(12): 
e2024589. 
 
28. Cohen J, Leslie H, Saran I, Fink G. Quality of clinical management of children diagnosed 
with malaria: A cross-sectional assessment in 9 sub-Saharan African countries between 2007-
2018. PLoS Medicine, 2020; 17(9): e1003254.  
 
29. Donato Kǂ, McConnell M, Han Dǂ, Gunaratna NS, Tessema M, De Groote H, Cohen J. 
Behavioural insights to support increased consumption of quality protein maize by young 
children: A cluster randomised trial in Ethiopia. BMJ Global Health, 2020 Dec; 5(12):e002705.  
 
30. Fink G, D’Acremont V, Leslie H, Cohen J. Antibiotic exposure among children younger 
than 5 years in low-income and middle-income countries: a cross-sectional study of nationally 
representative facility-based and household-based surveys. Lancet Infectious Diseases, 2020; 
20(2): P179-187.  
 
31. Naanyu V, Mujumdar V, Ahearn C, McConnell M, Cohen J. Why do women deliver where 
they had not planned to go? A qualitative study from peri-urban Nairobi Kenya. BMC 
Pregnancy and Childbirth, 2020; 20(30).  
 
32. Li Zǂ, Fawzi W, Cohen J, Verguet S. Equity and distributional impact on stunting of a 
nutritional package targeting children aged 6-36 months in China: Findings from a modeling 
study. Nutrients, 2020 12(9), 2643. 

 
33. Pace L, Cohen J, Horvath K, Baum C, Hawkins S. BRCA1/2 testing in Massachusetts 
among women with private insurance or Medicaid, 2011-2015. Medical Care, 2020 Nov; 
58(11): 963-967.  
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34. Larson Eǂ, Mbaruku GM, Cohen J, Kruk M.  Did a quality improvement intervention 
improve quality of maternal health care? Implementation evaluation from a cluster-randomized 
controlled study. International Journal for Quality in Health Care, 2020; 32(1): 54-63. 

 
35. Harris K, Sivamurthy S, Mohiuddin H, Aguila Gonzalez A, Bui T, Andrews K, Cohen J, 
McConnell M, Ahlers-Schmidt CR. Contraceptive counseling in the postpartum period: Could 
pediatricians have a role? Maternal and Child Health Journal, 2020; 24(7): 923-931. 
 
36. Rokicki Sǂ, Mwesigwa B, Schmucker L, Cohen J. Shedding light on quality of care: A study 
protocol for a randomized trial evaluating the impact of the Solar Suitcase in rural health facilities 
on maternal and newborn care quality in Uganda. BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth, 2019; 19(1): 
306.  

 
37. Haakenstad Aǂ, Hawkins S, Pace L, Cohen J. Rural-urban disparities in colonoscopies after 
the elimination of patient cost-sharing by the Affordable Care Act. Preventive Medicine, 2019 
Dec; 129: 105877. 

 
38. Cohen J. The enduring debate over cost-sharing for essential public health tools, JAMA 
Network Open, 2019; 2(8):e199810.  
 
39. Steenland Mǂ, Sinaiko A, Glynn A, Fitzgerald T, Cohen J. The effect of the Affordable Care 
Act on patient out-of-pocket cost and use of preventive cancer screenings in Massachusetts. 
Preventive Medicine Reports, 2019; Vol 15. 
 
40. Siam Zǂ, Rothschild C, Golub G, Omondi G, McConnell M, Cohen J. Accuracy of patient 
perceptions of maternity facility quality and the choice of providers in Nairobi, Kenya: a cohort 
study. BMJ Open, 2019; 9(7): e029486.  
 
41. Chukwuma Aǂ, Mbachu C, McConnell M, Bossert T, Cohen J. The impact of monetary 
incentives on referrals by traditional birth attendants for postnatal care in Nigeria. BMC Pregnancy 
and Childbirth, 2019; 19(15).  
 
42. Fink G, Cohen J. Delivering quality: Safe childbirth requires more than facilities. Lancet 
Global Health. 2019. 7(8): PE990-E991.   
 
43. Steenland Mǂ, Pace L, Sinaiko A, Cohen J. Association between South Carolina Medicaid's 
change in payment for immediate postpartum long-acting reversible contraception and birth 
intervals. JAMA, 2019; 322(1): 76-78. 
 
44. Haakenstad Aǂ, Harle AC, Tsakalos G, Tao T, Cohen J, Feachem R, Fullman N, Hay S, 
Mestrovic T, Mohammed S, Mousavi SM, Nixon MR, Pigott D, Tran K, Murray CJL, Dieleman 
JL. Tracking spending on malaria by source in 106 countries, 2000-2016: an economic modelling 
study. Lancet Infectious Diseases, 2019; 19(7): 703-716.  
 
45. Tessema M, Gunaratna NS, Brouwer ID, Donato Kǂ, Cohen JL , McConnell M, Belachew T, 
Belayneh D, De Groote H. Associations among high quality protein and energy intake, serum 
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transthyretin, serum amino acids and linear growth of children in Ethiopia. Nutrients, 2018. Nov 
10(11): 1776. 
 
46. McConnell M, Rothschild Cǂ, Ettenger A, Muigai F, Cohen J. Free contraception and 
behavioral nudges in the postpartum period: evidence from a randomized control trial in Nairobi, 
Kenya. BMJ Global Health, 2018; 3(5).  
 
47. Cohen J, Saran Iǂ. The impact of packaging and messaging on adherence to malaria treatment: 
Evidence from a randomized controlled trial in Uganda. Journal of Development Economics, 
2018; Vol 134, pp: 68-95.  
 
48. Li Zǂ, Chen L, Li M, Cohen J. Prenatal exposure to sand-and-dust storms and children’s 
cognitive function in China: A quasi-experimental study. Lancet Planetary Health, 2018; 2:e214-
22.  
 
49. Rokicki Sǂ, Cohen J, Fink G, Salomon J, Landrum ML. Inference with difference-in-
differences with a small number of groups: A review, simulation study and empirical application 
using SHARE data. Medical Care, 2018; 56 (1): 97-105. 
 
50. Mbatia R, Cohen J, Zuakulu M, Bukuku A, Chandarana S, Eliakimu E, Moshi S, Larson Eǂ. 
Basic accountability to stop ill-treatment (BASI): Study protocol for a cluster randomized 
controlled trial in rural Tanzania. Frontiers in Public Health, 2018; 6: 273. 
 
51. Haber Nǂ, Harling G, Cohen J, Mutavedzi T, Tanser F, Gareta D, Herbst K, Pillay D, 
Bärnighausen T, Fink G. List randomization for eliciting HIV status and sexual behaviors in rural 
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa: A randomized experiment using known true values for validation. 
BMC Medical Research Methodology, 2018; 18(1): 46. 
 
52. Shrime Mǂ, Weinstein M, Hammit J, Cohen J, Salomon J. Trading bankruptcy for health: a 
discrete choice experiment. Value in Health, 2018; 21 (1): 95-104. 
 
53. Cohen J, Lofgren Kǂ, McConnell M. Pre-Commitment, cash transfers, and timely arrival for 
birth: Evidence from a randomized controlled trial in Nairobi, Kenya. American Economic Review 
Papers and Proceedings, 2017; 107(5): 501-05.  
 
54. Chukwuma, Aǂ, Mbachu C, Cohen J, McConnell M, Bossert T. “Once the delivery is done, 
they have finished: a qualitative study of perspectives on postnatal care referrals by traditional 
birth attendants in Ebonyi State, Nigeria.” BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth, 2017; 17: 429. 
 
55. Cohen J, Rothschild Cǂ, Golub G, Omondi G, Kruk M, McConnell M. Measuring The Impact 
Of Cash Transfers And Behavioral 'Nudges' On Maternity Care In Nairobi, Kenya. Health Affairs, 
2017; 36(11): 1956-1964. 
 
56. Saran Iǂ and Cohen J. Disparities between malaria infection and treatment rates: evidence 
from a cross-sectional analysis of households in Uganda. PLoS ONE, 2017; 12(2): e0171835.  
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57. Kusuma Dǂ, McConnell M, Berman P, Cohen J. The impact of household and community 
cash transfers on children’s food consumption in Indonesia. Preventive Medicine, 2017; Vol. 
100, pp: 152-158.  

 
58. Kusuma Dǂ, Thabrany H, Hidayat B, McConnell M, Berman P, Cohen J. New evidence on 
the impact of large-scale conditional cash transfers on child vaccination rates: The case of a 
cluster-randomized trial in Indonesia. World Development, 2017; 98: 497-505. 
 
59. Rokicki Sǂ, Cohen J, Salomon JA, Fink G. Impact of a text messaging program on 
adolescent reproductive health: A cluster-randomized trial. American Journal of Public Health, 
2017 Feb; 107(2): 298-305. 
 
60. Visser T, Chandler C, Leslie T, Cunningham J, Barat L, Allan R, Ansah E, Anyanti J, 
Boulton I, Briggs M, Clarke S, Cohen JL, Cohen JM, Cutherell A, Dolkart C, Eves K, Fink G, 
Goodman C, Hutchinson E, Lal S, Mbonye A, Onwujekwe O, Petty N, Pontarollo J, Poyer S, 
Schellenberg D, Streat E, Ward A, Wiseman V, Whitty CJM, Yeung S, Cunningham J, Chandler 
CIR. Introducing malaria rapid diagnostic tests in private medicine retail outlets: a systematic 
literature review. PLoS ONE, 2017; 12(3): e0173093.  
 
61. Kusuma, Dǂ, Cohen J, McConnell M, Berman P. Can cash transfers improve determinants 
of maternal mortality?: Evidence from household and community programs in Indonesia. Social 
Science and Medicine, 2016 Aug; 163: 10-20. 
 
62. Tessema, M, Gunaratna N, Donato Kǂ, Cohen J, McConnell M, et al. Translating the impact 
of quality protein maize into improved nutritional status for Ethiopian children: Study protocol 
for a randomized controlled trial. BMC Nutrition, 2016; 2: 54.  

 
63. Shrime Mǂ, Sekidde S, Linden A, Cohen J, Weinstein MC, Salomon J. Sustainable 
development in surgery: The health, poverty, and equity impacts of charitable surgery in 
Uganda. PLoS ONE, 2016; 11(12): e0168867.  
 
64. Saran Iǂ, Yavuz Eǂ, Kasozi H, Cohen J. Can rapid diagnostic testing for malaria increase 
adherence to  
Artemether-Lumefantrine?: A randomized controlled trial in Uganda. American Journal of 
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, 2016 Apr 6; 94(4): 857-67. 
 
65. Cohen J, Golub G, Kruk ME, McConnell M. Do active patients seek higher quality prenatal 
care?: A panel data analysis from Nairobi, Kenya. Preventive Medicine, 2016 Nov; 92: pp, 74-
81.  
 
66. McConnell M, Ettenger A, Rothschild CWǂ, Muigai F, Cohen J. Can a community health 
worker administered postpartum checklist increase health-seeking behaviors and knowledge?: 
Evidence from a randomized controlled trial in Nairobi, Kenya. BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth, 
2016 June 4; 16(1): 136. 
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67. Kruk M, Kujawski S, Adanu RM, Afsana K, Cohen J, Glassman A, Labrique A, Moyer CA, 
Srinath Reddy K, Yamey G. Next generation maternal health: External shocks and health 
systems innovations. Lancet, 2016; 388 (10057), p2296-2306. 
 
68. Cohen J, Cox Aǂ, Dickens W, Maloney K, Lam F, Fink G. Determinants of malaria 
diagnostic uptake in the retail sector: Qualitative analysis from focus groups in Uganda. Malaria 
Journal, 2015; 14: 89. 
 
69. Cohen J, Dupas P, Schaner S. Price subsidies, diagnostic tests and the demand for malaria 
treatment: Evidence from a randomized controlled trial. American Economic Review, 2015; 
105(2): 609-45. 
 
70. Cohen J, Fink G, Maloney K, Berg K, Jordan M, Svoronos Tǂ, Aber F, Dickens W. 
Introducing rapid diagnostic tests for malaria to drug shops in Uganda: A cluster-randomized 
controlled trial. Bulletin of the WHO, 2015; 93: 142-151. 
 
71. Fink G, Dickens W, Jordan M, Cohen J. Access to subsidized artemisinin combination 
therapy (ACT) and malaria treatment – evidence from the first year of the Affordable Medicines 
Facility – malaria (AMFm) program in six districts in Uganda. Health Policy and Planning, 
2014; 29(4): 517-27. 
 
72. Larson PS, Yadav P, Alphs S, Arkedis J, Massaga J, Sabot O, Cohen J. Diffusion of 
subsidized ACTs in accredited drug shops in Tanzania: determinants of stocking and 
characteristics of early and late adopters. BMC Health Services Research, 2013; 13: 526. 
 
73. Cohen J, Yadav P, Moucheraud Cǂ, Alphs S, Larson P, Arkedis J, Massaga J, Sabot O. Do 
price subsidies on artemisinin combination therapy for malaria increase household use? 
Evidence from a repeated cross-sectional study in remote regions of Tanzania. PLoS One, 2013; 
8(7).  
 
74. Cohen J, Yavuz Eǂ, Morris A, Arkedis J and O Sabot. Do patients adhere to over-the-
counter artemisinin combination therapy for malaria? Evidence from an intervention study in 
Uganda. Malaria Journal, 2012; 11: 83. 
 
75. Yadav P, Cohen J, Alphs S, Arkedis J, Larson P, Massaga J, Sabot O. Trends in availability 
and prices of subsidized ACT over the first year of the AMFm: evidence from remote regions of 
Tanzania. 
Malaria Journal, 2012; 11: 299.  
 
76. Cohen J, Fink G, Berg K, Aber F, Jordan M, Maloney K, Dickens W. Feasibility of 
distributing rapid diagnostic tests for malaria in the retail sector: evidence from an 
implementation study in Uganda. PLoS One, 2012; 7(11). 
 
77. Moonen B, Cohen J, Tatem A, Cohen J, Hay S, Sabot O, Smith D. A framework for 
assessing the feasibility of malaria elimination. Malaria Journal, 2010; 9: 322.  
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78. Sabot O, Cohen J, Hsiang M, Kahn J, Basu S, Tang L, Zheng B, Gao Q, Zou L, Tatarsky A, 
Aboobakar S, Usas J, Barrett S, Cohen J, Jamison D, Feachem R. Costs and financial feasibility 
of malaria elimination. Lancet, 2010; 376(9752): 1604-1615. 
 
79. Cohen J and Dupas P. Free distribution or cost-sharing?: evidence from a malaria-
prevention field experiment in Kenya. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 2010; 125(1): 1-45.  
 
80. Cohen J and Dickens W. A foundation for behavioral economics. American Economic 
Review Papers and Proceedings, 2002; 92(2). 
 
 
PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES UNDER REVIEW 
ǂINDICATES ADVISEE 
1. Zhang Hǂ, Fink G, Cohen JL. “Widescale Distribution of Malaria Rapid Diagnostic Tests Increased 
Antibiotic Use sub-Saharan Africa.” 
 
2.  Passerelli S, Donato K, Cohen J, McConnell M. Can Personalized Growth Information and Labeling 
Enhance the Impact of Cash Transfers on Child Nutrition? Evidence from a Randomized Controlled Trial 
in Ethiopia 

 
3. Han D, Clarke-Deelder E, Miller N, Opondo K, Burke T, Oguttu M, McConnell M, Cohen J. “Health 
Care Provider Decision-Making and the Quality of Maternity Care: An Analysis of Postpartum Care in 
Kenyan Hospitals”  
 
4. Clarke-Deelder E, Suharlim C, Chatterjee S, Portnoy A, Brenzel L, Ray A, Cohen J, Menzies N, 
Resch S. “Health impact and cost-effectiveness of expanding routine immunization coverage in India 
using campaign-style delivery: a quasi-experimental study and economic evaluation”  
 
5. Speller Aǂ, Cohen J, Steenland M. “Association between New York’s Paid Family Leave Policy and Use 
of Paid Leave After Childbirth” 
 
6. Miller Nǂ, Opondo K, Garg L, Calvert M, Clarke-Deedler E, Dulo L, Achieng E, Oguttu M*, 
McConnell M*, Cohen J*, Burke T* (*Joint senior authors). “How I Wish We Could Manage Such 
Things”: A Qualitative Assessment of Barriers to Postpartum Hemorrhage and Referral in Kenya.”   
 
7. Holmdahl I, Cohen JL*, Buckee CO* (*Joint Senior Authors) Modeling the Impact of Malaria Risk 
Perception on Bed Net Use: Implications for Efficacy Projections.  
 
8. Geiger Cǂ, Chen Lǂ, Gourevitch Rǂ, Steenland M, Sinaiko A, Cohen J. Declines in Outpatient Visits 
among Postpartum People in the United States during the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
9. Kishkovich TP, James KE, Orona KC, Cohen JL, Clapp MA. “Telehealth Use and Care Utilization 
within One Year Postpartum.” 
 
10. Freret TS, Cohen JL, Gyamfi-Bannerman C, Kaimal AJ, Lorch SA, Wright JD, Melamed A, Clapp 
MA. “Regional Variation in Antenatal Late Preterm Steroid Use following the ALPS Trial” 
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1. Pradhan E, Carvalho N, Cohen J, Salomon J. “Estimating the public health impact of scaling 
up access to diagnostic technologies in malaria.” 2012. Report submitted to UNITAID. 
 

2. Cohen J and Dickens W. Adoption of Over-the-Counter Diagnostics in Africa: The Role of 
Subsidies, Beliefs, Externalities and Competition. In: Laxminarayan R and Macauley MK 
eds. The Value of Information: Methodological Frontiers and New Applications in 
Environment and Health. Springer Press, 2012. 

 
3. Belani A, Ali A, Kaneko A, Holla A, Bjorkman A, Tatem A, Spiers A, Moonen B, Smith D, 

Molteni F, Cohen JL, Cohen JM, Straehler-Pohl K, Msellem M, Sabot O, McElroy P, Njau 
R, Qiu Y. Malaria Elimination in Zanzibar: A Feasibility Assessment. Malaria Elimination 
Group Paper Series. 

 
4. Dickens W and Cohen J. Instinct and Choice: The Implications of Behavioral Genetics and 

Evolutionary Psychology for Policy Analysis. In: Coll CG, Bearer E, Lerner R, eds. Nature 
and Nurture: The Complex Interplay of Genetic and Environmental Influences on Human 
Behavior. Erlbaum, 2004.    

 
5. Cohen J, Dickens W, Posen A. Have the New Human Resource Management Practices 

Lowered the Unemployment Rate? In: Krueger A and Solow R, eds. The Roaring Nineties: 
Can Full Employment be Sustained? Russell Sage Foundation Press, 2002. 

 
 

BOOKS 
 

1.   Cohen J and Easterly W, eds. What Works in Development?: Thinking Big and Thinking 
Small. Washington DC: Brookings Institution Press, 2009. 

 
 OP-EDS, BLOG POSTS AND POLICY BRIEFS 
 

1. “Promoting Rigorous, Actionable Research in Maternal and Newborn Health in the United 
States” (with Cordelia Kwon and Margaret McConnell), J-PAL North America Blog, 
October 21, 2022.  
 

2. “Paid Family Leave in Massachusetts: A Step in the Right Direction, but Inequities Remain” 
(with Huma Farid, Lucy Chie, Tajh Ferguson, Elysia Larson and Rose Molina), Medium, 
July 28, 2021. https://medium.com/@hfarid_31951/paid-family-leave-in-massachusetts-a-
step-in-the-right-direction-but-inequities-remain-1e24f551920f  
 

3. How to Make Sure People Still Get Tested, Even As The Risk of COVID-19 Falls”  (with 
Joseph Allen), Washington Post, March 16, 2021. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/03/16/how-make-sure-people-still-get-
tested-even-risk-covid-19-falls/ 
 

4. “Long-Acting Reversible Contraception Availability After Childbirth During the COVID-19 
Pandemic” (with Maria Steenland and Rose Molina), Health Affairs Blog, November 30, 
2020. 
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https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20201119.685340/full/?utm_medium=social
&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=blog&utm_content=streenland 
 

5. “Listen to the Science and Reopen Schools” (with Benjamin Sommers, Joseph Allen and 
Sarah Bleich), Boston Globe, 20 July 2020. 
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/07/20/opinion/listen-science-reopen-schools/ 
 

6. “We Bailed out Banks and Car Companies. Why Can’t we Invest Enough to Make our 
Schools Safe?” (with Margaret Kruk) WBUR Cognoscenti, 29 July 2020. 
https://www.wbur.org/cognoscenti/2020/07/29/school-reopening-covid-19-massachusetts-
margaret-e-kruk-jessica-cohen 
 

7. “U.S. Schooling During COVID Doesn’t Deserve a Passing Grade. Here’s the Way 
Forward.” (with Joseph Allen, Sara Bleich and Benjamin Sommers) Washington Post, 14 
October 2020. https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/10/14/us-schooling-during-
covid-19-doesnt-deserve-passing-grade-heres-way-forward/ 
 

8. “Why Partisan Politics Keeps 14 Million Hungry Children from Getting the Food They 
Need.” USA Today, 28 October 2020. (with Sara Bleich, Benjamin Sommers and Joseph 
Allen). https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/10/28/how-politics-keeps-14-million-
american-kids-getting-enough-food-column/6051427002/ 

 
9. “Promoting the Competition: A randomized trial of cash incentives for postnatal care 

referrals by traditional birth attendants,” BMC  Series Blog, 20 May 2019. 
 
10. “The Role of Drug Packaging in Malaria Medication Adherence in Uganda,” VoxDev, 

January 4, 2019. https://voxdev.org/topic/health-education/role-drug-packaging-malaria-
medication-adherence-uganda 

 
11. “How Pricing Affects Malaria Treatment”, Impact: The Magazine of PSI, No. 14. Available: 

http://psiimpact.com/cohen_pricing_malaria/ 
 

12. “A Balancing Act: Subsidizing Drugs and Diagnostics for Malaria” JPAL Policy Briefcase, 
January 2012. http://www.povertyactionlab.org/publication/balancing-act 
 

13. “Rationally and Effectively Combating Malaria Through Diagnostics”, Brookings Institution 
Up Front Blog, April 2010, Available: http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/up-
front/posts/2010/04/23-malaria-cohen 

 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS (SELECTED SINCE 2010) 
China-Tanzania Demonstration Project on Malaria Control, “External Evaluation of the 1-
7MRCTR approach in Tanzania”, Ifakara Health Institute (2023) 
“Strengthening Women’s Health Access: Medicaid’s Role in Preventing Unplanned Pregnancies: 
LARCs and Filling Care Gaps”, National Institute for Health Care Management (2023) 

https://voxdev.org/topic/health-education/role-drug-packaging-malaria-medication-adherence-uganda
https://voxdev.org/topic/health-education/role-drug-packaging-malaria-medication-adherence-uganda
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University of Pennsylvania Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics Health Policy Research 
Seminar (joint with Center for Health Incentives and Behavioral Economics) (2023) 
VDEV/CEPR/BREAD Development Economics Research Seminar, “Prompt(ed) Care: 
Experimental Evidence on a Maternal Digital Health Tool in Kenya” (2023) 
PUSH for Empowered Pregnancy Stillbirth Prevention Symposium, “Pregnancy on the Cusp: Why 
is 35 the Magic Number?” (2022) 
Academy Health Annual Research Meeting, accepted presentation for “Time of Day and 
Management of Pediatric Illnesses in Low and Middle Income Countries: Evidence from Clinical 
Observations of Sick Child Care in 11 Countries” (2021) 
“Time of Day and Clinical Management of Pediatric Malaria”, Center for Health Incentives and 
Behavioral Economics Research Symposium, University of Pennsylvania (2021) 
***Invited talks and accepted sessions in 2020 canceled due to COVID-19*** 
University of Toronto Workshop on Empirical Research in Health Sector Strategy (2020) 
Northeastern University Department of Economics Seminar Series (2020) 
American Society of Health Economists Annual Meeting, “The Importance of Light in Safe 
Childbirth: Evidence from a Stepped Wedge Cluster Randomized Trial with Maternity Facilities 
in Uganda” (2020) 
Stanford University Rosenkranz Health Policy Research Symposium invited speaker for paper 
“The Importance of Light in Safe Childbirth: Evidence from a Stepped Wedge Cluster 
Randomized Trial with Maternity Facilities in Uganda” (2020) 
“Academy Health Annual Research Meeting, accepted presentation for “Time of Day and 
Management of Pediatric Illnesses in Low and Middle Income Countries: Evidence from Clinical 
Observations of Sick Child Care in 11 Countries” (2020) 
World Bank “Information and Accountability in Healthcare Workshop”: “Informing, empowering, 
and nudging patients toward higher quality maternity care: Evidence from Kenya and priorities for 
the future” (2019) 
Willows Impact Evaluation Seminar, “Cash Transfers, Behavioral Nudges and Maternity Facility 
Choice: A Randomized Trial from Nairobi, Kenya” (2019) 
China CDC and Gates Foundation Workshop on China-Tanzania Demonstration Project on 
Malaria Control, “External Evaluation of China-Tanzania Joint Malaria Control Project: 
Discussion of Priorities and Methods for Evaluation” (2019) 
Safra Center/Harvard Chan Conference on “Ordeals in Health Care: Ethics and Efficient Delivery” 
(2018) 
Advances with Field Experiments Conference, Boston University (2018) 
Women and the Global Health Workforce: Driving Action for Health and Gender Equity, Harvard 
Chan School (2018) 
Clinton Foundation R & D Summit (2018) 
Behavioral Economics and Health Symposium, University of Pennsylvania (2018) 
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Northeastern University Development Conference (2017) 
Behavioral Economics and Health Symposium, University of Pennsylvania (2017) 
International Health Economics Association World Congress (2017) 
Harvard Leadership Studio, “Public Health and Cities: Women as Agents of Change” (2017) 
Harvard Rethinking Malaria Leadership Forum, Session on “The Role of New Technologies and 
Disruptive Innovations” (2017) 
American Economic Association Annual Meetings, Session on Maternal and Child Health in 
Developing Countries, “Pre-Commitment, cash transfers, and timely arrival for birth: Evidence 
from a randomized controlled trial in Nairobi, Kenya” (2017) 
Harvard Global Health Institute “The Quest to Eradicate Malaria” (2016) 
Global Symposium on Health Systems Research “AMFm Reflections—learning from new 
evidence on the Affordable Medicines Facility-malaria” (2016) 
“Expanding Evaluation Capacity” at J-PAL North America “Innovative Health Care Delivery to 
Reduce Poverty” Conference (2016) 
Harvard Global Health Institute “Strategies for Measuring Quality: Lessons from Across the 
Globe” (2016) 
Saving Lives at Birth “DevelopmentXChange” (2016) 
Boston University School of Public Health Center for Global Health and Development Seminar 
Series (2016) 
Harvard Global Health Institute Burke Fellow Symposium, “Research for Improving Global 
Health Programs and Policies” (2015) 
Harvard Center for Population and Development Seminar Series (2015) 
Harvard Global Health Institute Burke Fellow Symposium (2015) 
University of Vermont Center on Behavior and Health Annual Conference on Behavior Change, 
Health and Health Disparities (2015) 
Global Women’s Health Research Retreat (Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Harvard Chan School, Harvard Global Health Institute), “Creating Opportunity: 
Economic Empowerment and Education” (2015) 
Cornell University Economics Department and Population Research Center Seminar Series (2015) 
University of Maryland Economics Department and Population Research Center Seminar Series 
(2015) 
MIT/JPAL conference: “Improving Take-up and Delivery of Maternal and Child Health Services 
in Developing Countries” (2014) 
Population Association of America Annual Meeting, session on Behavioral Economics and 
Reproductive Health (2014) 
Northeastern University Global Health Seminar Series (2014) 
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The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria Consultation on “The Economics of Malaria 
Control: Identifying Priorities for Research and Strategic Resource Allocation of Malaria 
Program” (2014) 
IFPRI Applied Microeconomics and Development Seminar Series (2014) 
Northeastern Universities Development Conference (NEUDC) (2014) 
World Bank Annual Bank Conference on Development Economics (ABCDE) (2013) 
Dean’s Board of Advisor’s Meeting, Speaker on “Infectious Diseases and Pandemics: A Risk to 
Us All” (2013) 
Harvard Defeating Malaria Initiative “Making Malaria the First Disease Beaten by Mobile” 
(2013) 
Population Services International (PSI) Brown Bag Seminar (2013) 
Harvard Defeating Malaria From the Genes to the Globe Symposium, speaker on “Challenges 
for Malaria Control and Eradication” (2013) 
American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene Annual Meeting, Symposium on 
“Enhancing Adherence to ACTs Purchased from Drug Shops – Results from Four Intervention 
Studies” (2013) 
Institute of Medicine and Center for Disease Dynamics, Economics and Policy meeting on 
“Affordable Medicines Facility-Malaria Review and the Financing of Febrile Illness 
Management” (2012) 
University of Michigan School of Public Health Seminar Series (2012) 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and Center for Disease Dynamics, Economics and Policy 
meeting “2nd Consultation on the Economics and Financing of Febrile Illness RDTs” (2012) 
Harvard Medical School Pharmaceutical Policy Research Seminar (2012) 
Harvard Defeating Malaria Initiative “Science of Eradication: Malaria Leadership Course” 
(2012) 
Harvard Advanced Leadership Initiative Innovations in Health Care Think Tank (2012) 
American Economic Association (ASSA) Annual Meeting, Session on “The Market for 
Medicines in Developing Countries” (2012) 
American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene Annual Meeting, UNITAID/DfID/MMV 
session on “Rapid Tests, Rational Treatment: Current Challenges, Future Prospects and Potential 
Impact in Scaling-up Access to Diagnostic Testing for Malaria” (2012) 
Tufts University Economics Dept and Fletcher School Seminar Series (2011) 
University of Chicago Harris School and Economics Department Seminar Series (2011) 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and Center for Disease Dynamics, Economics and Policy 
meeting “1st Consultation on the Economics and Financing of Febrile Illness RDTs” (2011) 
World Bank Malaria Impact Evaluation Program “Making Malaria Treatment Available” 
Conference (2011) 
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Gates Foundation “Expert Consultation on Scaling Up Effective Diarrhea and Pneumonia 
Treatment in the Private Sector” (2011) 
Unite for Sight Global Health and Innovation Conference (2011) 
National Institute of Health/J-PAL Training on Impact Evaluation Methodology, led training 
session on “Why Evaluate?” (2011) 
Yale School of Public Health, Health Policy and Management Seminar (2011) 
International Health Economics Association (IHEA) Annual Meeting (2011)  
American Economic Association (ASSA) Annual Meetings, Session on “Field Experiments in 
Health Economics” (2011) 
World Health Organization and Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria “Consultation on 
the Economics and Financing of Universal Access to Parasitological Confirmation of Malaria” 
(2010) 
John’s Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies Development Roundtable Seminar 
Series (2010) 
Northeastern University Department of Economics Seminar Series (2010) 
Brookings Institution Book Launch “What Works in Development? Thinking Big and Thinking 
Small” (2010) 
Resources for the Future “The Value of Information: Methodological Frontiers and New 
Applications for Realizing Social Benefit” (2010) 
Harvard Defeating Malaria from the Genes to the Globe Symposium (2010) 
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