
Social Media 101: 
The Basics for Scientists



Why?
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“What the hashtag? Using twitter and podcasting to extend your scientific reach” Lisa M. Bodnar Matthew P. FoxFirst published:03 February 2020



Being a Scientist Online 

 Pros/Cons
 Building your brand
 Protect your credibility



Being a Scientist Online 

PROS
 Learn
 Network
 Disseminate

CONS
 Time
 Conflict
 Controversy

https://doi.org/10.1111/ppe.12630



Building Your Brand

Make a plan
 Audit
 Goals
 Profile 
 Connect
 Lurk
 Engage
 Revise



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Audit your online presence



Step One…

Goals
 Determine audiences
 Stay in the know
 Find a job 
 Collaborate 
 Funding
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http://hellophd.com/2017/03/069-5-ways-scientists-twitter/https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/01/highly-tweeted-articles-were-11-times-more-likely-to-be-highly-cited/251346/



Twitter 
 Learn
 Searching
 Fast-paced
 Informal

LinkedIn
 Living CV
 Longer form
 Recommendations
 Suggestions







Start Following

Connect 
 People
 Groups
 Conferences
 Hashtags 





#ForeverChemicals

#EnvironmentalJustice

#PhDChat

#SciComm 

#WomenInSTEM



@AcademicChatter

@BlackAFinSTEM

@HEEDSorg

@AgentschangeEJ

@HSPHniehstr



LURK

 @JonLevyBU
 @AmiZota
 @EJToxicDoc
 @TraceyJWoodruff
 @DrBobBullard



Engage

Start Posting
 Self-promotion
 Informative
 Comment
 Congratulate
 Current events
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Revise & Adapt



Trolls, Bots & Contrarians

Be Prepared
 Controversial science
 Ask for help
 Be deliberate 
 Harassment



Let’s Recap…

 Expand your network, reach
 Be deliberate
 Protect your credibility
 Turn it off



RESOURCES



Check ‘Em Out

 AAAS Comm Toolkit 
 Naturejobs blogs
 Press office
 Online Harassment Field Manual
 Other tools:
 TweetDeck
 Sprout Social, Planoly
 Canva, BioRender

https://www.aaas.org/disciplines/social-sciences/communications/mass-media/social-media
http://blogs.nature.com/naturejobs/2017/08/23/social-media-as-a-scientist-a-very-quick-guide/
https://onlineharassmentfieldmanual.pen.org/
https://tweetdeck.twitter.com/
https://www.canva.com/
https://biorender.com/


THANK YOU
Emily Copeland 
Science Communication Network
emily@sciencecom.org
@EmilySCN
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Please feel free to contact me via email with any questions or follow-up.

mailto:emily@sciencecom.org
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