
Fall 1 Newsletter

Dear SBS community:

To our incoming class of PhD, MPH-65,
MPH-45, and SM1 students – Welcome
to SBS and Harvard Chan!

To our returning students, staff & faculty -
- I hope you all enjoyed the summer.

On Thursday September 27, the
Department will be holding a symposium
on the State of Maternal and Child
Health, Children, Youth and Families,
from 1:00pm to 5:00pm, at the Joseph B.
Martin Conference Center. The event will
honor the career of Dr. Marie
McCormick, who served as Professor
and Chair of the Department of Maternal and Child Health, at the Harvard School of Public
Health, since 1991. The symposium will feature a distinguished cast of speakers, as well
as reflections by current and former students on how Dr. McCormick influenced their
research and careers. A special reception will follow, from 5:00pm to 7:00pm, at the
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health cafeteria.

The first of our Faculty-Student luncheons is scheduled for September 21 (Friday) in
Kresge 708. Look out for a Paperless Post invitation to be sent sometime
soon. Additionally, be sure to RSVP to the SBS Fall Fest on October 15 at 4:30pm. 

I look forward to meeting each of you soon.

Best wishes,
Ichiro

Student Spotlight

Magali Flores, MPH '19 shares her
summer practicum experience

working in Tijuana, Mexico at Casa
del Migrante, the city's largest, oldest,

and most well established migrant
haven, offering services to aid in the

social reintegration of migrants.

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/social-and-behavioral-sciences/


Read the Interview

View Photos

Arrivals
Dr. Mary Bassett, is the newly appointed François-Xavier Bagnoud
Professor of the Practice of Health and Human Rights in the department
of Social and Behavioral Science and the director of the François-Xavier
Bagnoud (FXB) Center for Health and Human Rights. Most recently Dr.
Bassett served as the commissioner of the New York City Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene and as program director for the African Health
Initiative and the Child Well-being Program at Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation. 

Dr. Erin Driver-Linn has joined our Department as a Visiting Lecturer and
she joins the School as Dean for Education. Dr. Driver-Linn was
previously the director of the Harvard Initiative for Learning and Teaching
(HILT) as well as Harvard’s associate provost for institutional research.
She holds a PhD in Social Psychology from Harvard, and a BA in
Communication from the University of Arkansas.

Bethany Kotlar joins us as the Program Coordinator for the Center of
Excellence in Maternal and Child Health. She is interested in the design
and implementation of programs to reduce health disparities in
contraceptive access, pregnancy, childbirth, and the postpartum period.
She earned her MPH with a certificate in maternal and child health from
Emory University and has worked with pregnant and breastfeeding
incarcerated and substance dependent women in the southeast US. 

Scott Delaney, SD '19 and his partner,
Megan (who also works for HSPH at

Koichiro Shiba, PhD ’22, and his wife
Sakurako welcomed their daughter Sayoko

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/social-and-behavioral-sciences/student-spotlight-magali-flores-mph-19/
https://deportationandhealth.com/


Ariadne Labs), welcomed William (Will)
Jules Delaney on April 14, 2018. He joins
his big sister, Emmeline. 

into the world on August 10, 2018.

Awards & Honors

Scott Delaney, SD '19 received the following grants and fellowships: NIH F31 individual
predoctoral National Research Service Award; Doris Duke Fellowship for the Promotion of
Child Wellbeing; Djokovic Science and Innovation Fellowship from the Center on the
Developing Child at Harvard University.

Alan Geller will receive an NCI Director's Award for his accomplishments in "Leadership
in the Development of New Frameworks, Methodologies and Initiatives to Advance
Research on Skin Cancer and UV Protective Behaviors." Alan will be recognized at the
2018 NCI Director's Awards Ceremony on November 8, 2018.

Kayoll Galbraith Gyan was 1 of 50 out of 300 applicants to be selected as a 2018
National Institute of Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD) Health Disparities
Research Institute Scholar. Kayoll attended a week-long Institute at the NIH Campus
where she participated in lectures and discussions on health disparities and strategies for
reducing such disparities.

Chun-Tung Kuo won the Audience Favorite Award and the Best Poster Image for his
poster “A Tale of Despair: Income Inequality and Mortality from Drugs, Alcohol, and
Suicide in the United States” in the 2018 Harvard Chan Poster Day.

Keletso Makofane, PhD '23 was elected to the Governing Council of the International
Aids Society – the largest organization of HIV professionals in the world. The Governing
Council has oversight over the secretariat of the IAS. Read more: https://city-
press.news24.com/News/sa-experts-lead-international-fight-against-hiv-20180625

Marie McCormick is the recipient of the Zena Stein and Mervyn Susser Award for
Lifetime Achievement through the Coalition for Excellence in MCH Epidemiology. The
award will be presented at the 2018 CityMatCH Leadership & MCH Epidemiology
Conference.

Vish Viswanath was a recipient of the 2018 CLA Alumni of Notable Achievement Award
from the University of Minnesota.

​Michelle Woodford Martin, PhD '23 received a student grant from the Social Security
Administration’s (SSA’s) Analyzing Relationships between Disability, Rehabilitation and
Work (ARDRAW) Small Grant Program to conduct a study on "Missed Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) Disability Entitlements among Infants in Neonatal Intensive Care
Units." 

Presentations
Kohler RE, Elliott T, Monare B, Moshashane N, Ramontshonyana K, Chatterjee P,
Ramogola-Masire D, Morroni C. HPV self-sampling acceptability and preferences among
women living with HIV in Botswana. AIDS 2018. Amsterdam. (July)

Kohler RE, Elliott T, Monare B, Moshashane N, Ramontshonyana K, Muthoga C, Howett
R, Ramogola-Masire D, Morroni C. Performance of vaginal self-sampling for HPV testing
among women living with HIV in Botswana. AIDS 2018. Amsterdam. (July) 

Kuo, C.-T., & Kawachi, I. (2018, June). Income inequality and socioeconomic disparities
in self-rated health in the United States: A spatial analysis. Poster session presented at the
51st Society for Epidemiologic Research Annual Meeting , Baltimore, MD.

Trudel-Fitzgerald, C. Guimond, A.J., Boehm, J. K., Kubzansky, L. D. (2018, May). Is Life
Satisfaction an Asset Against Incident Hypertension in Middle-Aged Adults? Evidence

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__city-2Dpress.news24.com_News_sa-2Dexperts-2Dlead-2Dinternational-2Dfight-2Dagainst-2Dhiv-2D20180625&d=DwMFaQ&c=WO-RGvefibhHBZq3fL85hQ&r=7JZLkDyPE7OsWpirVZEQL0MPAXW-n61sbO-pQQHfWws&m=sqeqySldTbog4a_GVJrp-F71Ppqhbe6I16kLF1VDpPc&s=ydHMV3a0aEySwELzaLXginobfVayFs0U85gMhyoY0NA&e=


from the Whitehall II cohort. Poster presentation at the International Behavioural Trials
Network Conference, Montreal, CAN.

Publications
Hswen, Y., & Bickham, D. S. (2018). Engaging African American teens in co-creating
and disseminating social media-based HIV prevention messages. Journal of Hospital
Management and Health Policy, 2.

Kim Y, Austin SB, Subramanian SV, Kawachi I. The Cardiometabolic Burden of Self-
Perceived Obesity: A Multilevel Analysis of a Nationally Representative Sample of
Korean Adults. Sci Rep. 2018 May 21;8(1):7901. doi: 10.1038/s41598-018-26192-z.
PMID: 29784967 

Kim Y, Austin SB, Subramanian SV, Kawachi I. Body weight perception, disordered
weight control behaviors, and depressive symptoms among Korean adults: The
Korea National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 2014. PLoS One. 2018 Jun
14;13(6):e0198841. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0198841. eCollection 2018.
PMID: 29902214

Krieger N. Foreword: For the People's Health - Why this Book Series of Small Books
with Big Ideas? In: Beckfield J and Series edited by Krieger N. Political Sociology and the
People’s Health. New York: Oxford University Press, 2018.

Krieger N. Inheritance and health: what really matters?  Am J Public Health 2018;
108:606-607.

Krieger N, Davey Smith G. Response to Pearl: Algorithm of truth vs. real-world
science. Int J Epidemiol 2018; 47(3): 1004-1006. (open access:
 
Krieger N, Jahn JL, Waterman PD, Chen JT. Breast cancer estrogen receptor by
biological generation: US black & white women, born 1915-1979. Am J Epidemiol
2018; 187:960-970.

Krieger N, Kim R, Feldman J, Waterman PD. Using the Index of Concentration at the
Extremes at multiple geographic levels to monitor health inequities in an era of
growing spatial social polarization: Massachusetts, USA (2010-2014). Int J Epidemiol
2018; 47(3):788-819.

Lee RM, Giles CM, Cradock AL, Emmons KM, Okechukwu C, Kenney EL, Thayer J,
Gortmaker SL. Impact of the Out-of-School Nutrition and Physical Activity (OSNAP)
Group Randomized Controlled Trial on Children’s Food, Beverage, and Calorie
Consumption among Snacks Served. J Acad Nutr Diet. 2018 Aug;118(8):1-13.
10.1016/j.jand.2018.04.011.

Makofane, K., Spire, B., & Mtetwa, P. (2018). Tackling global health inequities in the
HIV response. The Lancet, 392(10144), 263-264.

Makofane, K., Bekker, L. G., Alleyne, G., Baral, S., Cepeda, J., Daskalakis, D., Dowdy,
D.,... & Grimsrud, A. (2018). Advancing global health and strengthening the HIV
response in the era of the Sustainable Development Goals: the International AIDS
Society—Lancet Commission. The Lancet, 392(10144), 312-358.

Roncarati JS, Baggett TP, O’Connell JJ, et al. Mortality Among Unsheltered Homeless
Adults in Boston, Massachusetts, 2000-2009. JAMA Intern Med. Published online July
30, 2018. doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2018.2924

Zaitsu, M, Rena Kaneko, Takumi Takeuchi, Yuzuru Sato, Yasuki Kobayashi, Ichiro
Kawachi. Occupational inequalities in female cancer incidence in Japan: Hospital-
based matched case-control study with occupational class. SSM Popul Health.
2018;5:129-137

Zaitsu, M, Adolfo G. Cuevas, Claudia Trudel-Fitzgerald, Takumi Takeuchi, Yasuki

http://jhmhp.amegroups.com/article/view/4472/5248
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-26192-z#article-info
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0198841
https://academic.oup.com/ije/article-abstract/47/3/1004/4984485
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212267218305963
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)31441-7/fulltext?code=lancet-site
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)31070-5/fulltext
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2687991
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352827318300612?via%3Dihub


Kobayashi, Ichiro Kawachi. Occupational class and risk of renal cell cancer. Health Sci
Rep. 2018;1:e49.

Zaitsu, M, Byung-Kwang Yoo, Jun Tomio, Fumiaki Nakamura, Satoshi Toyokawa, Yasuki
Kobayashi. Impact of a direct-to-consumer information campaign on prescription
patterns for overactive bladder. BMC Health Serv Res. 2018;18(1):325

Zaitsu, M, Ichiro Kawachi, Toyo Ashida, Katsunori Kondo, Naoki Kondo. J Participation
in Community Group Activities Among Older Adults: Is Diversity of Group
Membership Associated With Better Self-rated Health? Epidemiol. 2018.

Zaitsu M, Tatsuya Yoshihara, Hiromitsu Nakai, Shiro Kubota. Optimal Thermal Control
with Sufficient Nutrition May Reduce the Incidence of Neonatal Jaundice by
Preventing Body-Weight Loss Among Non-Low Birth Weight Infants Not Admitted
to Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. Neonatology 2018;114:348–354. 

Zatz, L. Y., Donnelly, G. E., et al. "The Effect of Graphic Warnings on Sugary-Drink
Purchasing." Psychological Science. Doi: 0956797618766361.

Events
WGH Welcome Lunch
Wednesday, Sept 5, 1-2pm in Kresge 110

The WGH Welcome Lunch will kick off the new year and welcome new students. Learn
how you can be involved, plan events, and complete the concentration. Lunch will be
provided and all are welcome!
RSVP: tinyurl.com/WGHWelcomeLunch

______________________________________________________________________

WGH Fall Social
Wednesday Sept, 5, 5-7pm at The Puddingstone Tavern (1592 Tremont St)

Interested in getting to know others who share your interests in gender, sexuality, and
social justice? Join us for drinks, food and conversation!
RSVP: tinyurl.com/wghfallsocial2018

______________________________________________________________________

Center on the Developing Child Info Session
Tuesday, Sept 11, 5-6:30pm at Longfellow Hall, Eliot Lyman Room, 13 Appian Way,
Cambridge

Learn about student opportunities to think differently, work differently, and drive innovation
in research, policy, and practice to improve the well-being of vulnerable children.
Register online: https://fs6.formsite.com/developingchild/form417/index.html?
1533664942157
For more info, visit: http://developingchild.harvard.edu/about/student-resources/

______________________________________________________________________

SBS 550 Information Session
Thursday, Sept 13, 1-1:50pm in Kresge 200

Come learn about the application process for SBS 550: Program Evaluation, the winter
session CDC course taught by Henning Tiemeier and Mary Jean Brown. RSVP to
Bethany Kotlar.

______________________________________________________________________

Measuring Violence against Women Globally: The Effects of Embedded Social
Theories on Quantification

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/hsr2.49
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-018-3147-1
https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/article/jea/advpub/0/advpub_JE20170152/_article
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0956797618766361
https://doodle.com/poll/r67ax778ekwusun9
https://doodle.com/poll/rau9ervtzaqe6t8z
https://fs6.formsite.com/developingchild/form417/index.html?1533664942157
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/about/student-resources/
mailto:bkotlar@hsph.harvard.edu


Friday, Sept 14, 1-1:50pm in FXB G-10

Sally Engle Merry (Silver Professor of Anthropology at New York University, Faculty
Director of the Center for Human Rights and Global Justice at the New York University
School of Law) will join us for a discussion on the social theories underlying various
approaches to measuring violence against women. Using the example of a United Nations
project to develop indicators for measuring violence against women around the world, this
talk will examine the way quantification simplifies, decontextualizes, and homogenizes
what is counted.

______________________________________________________________________

Public Health Wins in Ireland: Reflections on Same-Sex Marriage and Abortion
Rights
Wednesday, Sept 26, 1-1:50pm in Kresge 202A

Sean Cahill (Fenway Health) and Irvienne Goldson (Boston ABCD) will reflect on same-
sex marriage and abortion rights in Ireland and implications for public health.

______________________________________________________________________

The State of Maternal and Child Health, Children, Youth and Families Symposium
Thursday, Sept 27, 1:00 – 5:00 PM at the Joseph B. Martin Conference Center
Boston, MA

This special event will honor the career of Dr. Marie McCormick, who has served as
Professor and Chair of the Department of Maternal and Child Health at the Harvard
School of Public Health since 1991. A reception will follow, from 5:00 – 7:00 PM at the
Kresge cafe.
RSVP: https://harvard.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9MnU4kCLsqgw9KJ

______________________________________________________________________

Social determinants of health and safety at the workplace seminar
Friday, Sept 28,1–1:50, Kresge G2

Dame Carol Black, Adviser on Health and Work to the UK Government and Principal,
Newnham College Cambridge will provide an international lens to looking at social
determinants of health and safety at the workplace. This seminar is co-sponsored by the
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Dean’s Office, Center for Work, Health and
Wellbeing, and RWJF initiative to build a culture of health as a business imperative.   

______________________________________________________________________

Transgender Health and Rights in Massachusetts
Thursday Oct 4, 1-1:50pm in Kresge G2

David Topping (Freedom for All MA), Mason Dunn (MTPC), Corey Prachniak (MA
Commission on LGBTQ Youth), and Sari Reisner (WGH faculty) will be on a panel to
discuss transgender health and rights in Massachusetts, including the upcoming
transgender ballot initiative.  
______________________________________________________________________

SBS Fall Fest
Monday, Oct 15, 4:30pm, Kresge cafeteria

SBS students, research fellows, faculty and staff are invited to meet new colleagues and
enjoy food, drinks and live music. Be sure to RSVP by Sept 15.

Dept of Social and Behavioral Sciences
Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health
677 Huntington Avenue | Kresge Building
Boston, MA 02115

phone: 617.432.1135 | fax: 617.432.3123
email: sbs@hsph.harvard.edu
website: hsph.harvard.edu/social-and-
behavioral-sciences/

https://harvard.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9MnU4kCLsqgw9KJ
mailto:sbs@hsph.harvard.edu
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/social-and-behavioral-sciences/
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