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Be Hopeful, Be Optimistic, & Make Some Noise

As we begin a new academic year, I would like to extend a
warm welcome to our new students, our returning students,
our staff and our faculty. And to our alumni, I would like to
underscore how very proud we all are of the contributions
that you make, working every day on the frontlines to improve
health in this pandemic. I am very glad that each one of you
is a vital part of the SBS community.

Here at the Chan School, we are navigating new terrain as
we continue to work remotely. I am grateful for the flexibility,
dedication and resilience that everyone has demonstrated
that has ensured that the SBS Department continues to
function well in this virtual era. And I am inspired by the work
that so many of you are doing to make a difference as we

confront the pandemics of COVID-19, racial injustice and economic distress. The news of
each new day reminds us of the vital importance of the work that we do.

Please accept my warm wishes for a transformative year even as we navigate all of the
new Covid-19 norms. Stay safe, keep healthy and ever remember the words of the late
Civil Rights icon, John Lewis, “Be hopeful, be optimistic… Never, ever be afraid to make
some noise and get in good trouble, necessary trouble”.

David R. Williams

Student Spotlight

Madison Esposito, MPH-HSB '21 , is a citizen of the Tyme Maidu Tribal Nation in
California, and her passion lies in understanding how she can support, empower, and
improve health and wellness in Native communities. Madison was awarded a Rose
Learning Service Fellowship to fund her summer practicum, "California Indigenous History
and Wellness Project."

"Taylor Pennewell, my cousin, and I both grew up in California
seeing the impact of Indigenous erasure on the health and
wellness of our community. This erasure takes many forms,
including the 54% of state curricula which omit Native histories,
culture, knowledge, and existence from K-12 curriculum. These
experiences of erasure, especially at such a young age,
threaten the emotional, mental, physical, and spiritual health of
Native peoples and have been shown to lead to adverse health
outcomes in adults.

Together we decided to create our own curriculum to be
distributed throughout our Tribal Nation which would teach high
school students about the history and science that contributes to

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/social-and-behavioral-sciences/


the public health infrastructure of our community. We presented
the idea to our Tribal council and received so much support that
we decided to form a non-profit, Redbud Resource Group, to
ensure our work is supported and has access to additional
funding."

Read more about Madison's practicum experience.

Alumni Corner

Sujata Bose, SM graduated from SBS (at the time the Department of Health and Social
Behavior) in 1995.

"It's been a curious road since I left HSPH, with the first few
years seeing me fumbling around trying to find my footing,
wondering if I should have stayed at HSPH for the doctoral
degree I was accepted into. Well I'm happy to report that all
has turned out well. I have carved out a niche for myself in
monitoring and evaluation of international health programs. I
now work at FHI 360 as the Director of Monitoring, Learning,
and Evaluation for a Gates-funded international nutrition
activity.

I know many public health students grapple with the decision to
get a doctorate vs. sticking with “just” a masters. I think it really depends what drives you. I
see the Ph.D’s often as the folks who spend time stuck in the nitty gritty details of
knowledge generation. In my case -years of working on program monitoring and on
research teams (not as PI) has given me the experience (and credibility!) needed to guide
overall research agendas and provide feedback on research and monitoring activities.
These days, I get to do a lot more work at the "bird's eye" level. I love my work, which
remains endlessly fascinating and complex."

Career Updates

Jarvis Chen has been recently promoted as Lecturer on Behavioral and Social Sciences.

Eric Kim has joined the University of British Columbia as an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Psychology. He will continue his research on how a sense of purpose in life
is associated with health outcomes and on evaluating the underlying biobehavioral
mechanisms. Dr. Kim will also continue his work with the Lee Kum Sheung Center for
Health and Happiness as an Affiliate Scientist.

Lindsay Rosenfeld recently began a new position as the Patient Experience Evaluation
Consultant for a new initiative of the Undiagnosed Diseases Network [UDN] Coordinating
Center based at Harvard Medical School. In this role, she will guide an evaluation process
that examines the UDN's work from the patient perspective. The UDN is a research study
funded by the National Institutes of Health Common Fund.

Christian Testa started as a Statistical Analyst with the Public
Health Disparities Geocoding Project in April. His work focuses on
using mathematical and statistical models to understand the
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distribution of health inequities and its causation through
socioeconomic conditions, biological pathways, and environmental
exposures.

Christian’s research interests include mathematical modeling in
public health contexts, data visualization, high performance
computing, and statistics.

Awards and Honors

Nancy Krieger has recently had her American Cancer Society Clinical Research
Professorship renewed for 2020-2025.

Presentations

Krieger N. "Health inequities, COVID-19, and the stories bodies tell: data for action ."
National Academies of Sciences ● Engineering ● Medicine (The Role of Science
Communication in Addressing the Disproportionate Effects of COVID-19 on Vulnerable
Populations): Online, June 12, 2020.

Krieger N. "Pulling the thread: COVID-19, health inequities, structural racism, and the
stories bodies tell." NIH Office of the Director of AIDS Research Scientific Briefing (HIV,
COVID-19 and Health Disparities): September 22, 2020.

Krieger N. "Structural racism, COVID-19, and the stories bodies tell." UNESCO: The
Slave Route: Resistance, Liberty, Heritage (Covid 19 as a revealer of structural racism
and historical social injustices): Online, June 24, 2020.

Krieger N, Coull N, Chen JT, Nethery R, Waterman PD, Wright E, Rushovich T. "US
census data, differential privacy, and spatial uncertainty: implications for using
census tract data to quantify health inequities." The 2020 Bari Conference,
Reimagined (Week 9: Leveraging the 2020 Census Equitably): Online, June 19, 2020.

Martin MW, McConnell M. "Regional variation in Supplemental Security Income
Coverage among Low Birth Weight Infants.” Analyzing Relationships between
Disability, Rehabilitation and Work (ARDRAW) Cohort 3 Presentations: Online, August 26,
2020.

Rudd RE, Kingsley B. “Plain Language: Increasing Understanding & Providing Social
Justice.” Institute for Healthcare Advancement 19th Annual Conference (Health Equity
and Disparities in the Time of COVID-19): Online, July 23, 2020.

Smith, CL. "Contextos Médicos y de Salud Pública. Vios de atención en prevención y
tratamiento de COVID19, caso de Estados Unidos y Latinoamérica." Ciclo de
Conferencias Internacionales (Diálogos Multidisciplinarios Sobre COVID19: Facultad de
Ciencias Naturales y Matemática Universidad de El Salvador (UES)): Online, August 26,
2020.

Smith, CL. "From Building Health Where the Peace is New to the Twin Pandemics of
COVID-19 and Exposed Structural Racist Violence." Doctors for Global Health:
Liberation Medicine, Twenty-Five Years of Action, Reflection and Living Theory: Online,
August 1, 2020.

Viswanath K, Scheufele D. "The need for new approaches in science
communication." National Academies of Sciences ● Engineering ● Medicine (The Role of
Science Communication in Addressing the Disproportionate Effects of COVID-19 on
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Vulnerable Populations): Online, June 12, 2020.

Publications
Bruch JD, Gondi S, Song Z. Changes in Hospital Income, Use, and Quality
Associated With Private Equity Acquisition. JAMA Intern Med. August 24, 2020.
https://doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2020.3552.

Bruch JD, Bellamy D. Charity Care: Do Nonprofit Hospitals Give More than 10 For-
Profit Hospitals? J Gen Intern Med. August 31, 2020.

Bruch JD, Borsa A, Song Z, Richardson SS. Expansion of Private Equity Involvement
in Women’s Health Care. JAMA Intern Med. Published online: August 24, 2020.
https://doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2020.3567

Cowger TL, Davis BA, Etkins OS, Makofone K, Lawrence JA, Basset MT, Krieger N.
Comparison of Weighted and Unweighted Population Data to Assess Inequities in
Coronavirus Disease 2019 Deaths by Race/Ethnicity Reported by the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. JAMA Netw Open. Vol. 3(7), e2016933, July 28, 2020.
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2020.16933

Katz-Wise SL, Gordon AR, Burke PJ, Jonestrask C, Shrier, LA. Healthcare clinician
and staff perspectives on facilitators and barriers to ideal sexual health care to
high-risk depressed young women: A qualitative study of diverse clinic systems. J
Pediatr Adol Gynec. Vol. 33(4), pp. 363-371, August, 2020.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpag.2020.02.012

Budge SL, Orzechowski M, Lavender A, Schams S, Onsgard K, Leibowitz S, Katz-Wise
SL. Transgender and gender nonconforming youths’ emotions: The Appraisal,
Valence, Arousal Model. Couns Psychol. August 10, 2020. Epub ahead of print.
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0011000020945051

Katz-Wise SL, Godwin EG, Parsa N, Brown CA, Pullen Sansfaçon A, Goldman R,
MacNish M, Rosal MC, Austin SB. Using family and ecological systems approaches
to conceptualize family and community-based experiences of transgender and/or
nonbinary youth from the Trans Teen and Family Narratives Project. Psychol Sex
Orientat Gend Divers. In press.

Kenney EL, Barrett JL, Bleich SN, Ward ZJ, Cradock AL, Gortmaker SL. Impact Of
The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act On Obesity Trends. Health Aff, Vol. 39(7), pp.1122-
1129, July, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2020.00133

Krieger N. ENOUGH: COVID-19, structural racism, police brutality, plutocracy,
climate change—and time for health justice, democratic governance, and an
equitable, sustainable future”. Am J Public Health. (advance access: August 20, 2020):
pp. e1-e4. https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2020.305886

Krieger N, Van Wye G, Huynh M, Waterman PD, Maduro G, Li W, Gwynn C, Barbot O,
Bassett MT. Structural Racism, Historical Redlining, and Risk of Preterm Birth in
New York City, 2013–2017. Am J Public Health. Vol. 110(7), pp. 1046-1053, July, 2020.
https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2020.305656

Hahn J, Leatherwood C, Malspeis S, Liu X, Lu B, Roberts AL, Sparks JA, Karlson EW,
Feldman CH, Munroe ME, James JA, Kubzansky LD, Costenbader KH. Associations
between daily alcohol consumption and systemic lupus Erythematosus (SLE)-
related cytokines and chemokines among US female nurses without SLE. Lupus.
Vol. 29(8), pp. 976-982, July, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0961203320929427

Kubzansky LD, Boehm JK, Allen AR, Vie LL, Ho TE, Trudel-Fitzgerald C, Koga HK,
Scheier LM, Seligman MEP. Optimism and risk of incident hypertension: a target for
primordial prevention. Epidemiol Psychiatr Sci. Vol. 29, e157, August, 2020.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S2045796020000621
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Boehm JK, Chen Y, Qureshi F, Soo J, Umukoro P, Hernandez R, Lloyd-Jones D,
Kubzansky LD. Positive emotions and favorable cardiovascular health: A 20-year
longitudinal study. Prev Med, Vol. 136, 106103, July, 2020.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ypmed.2020.106103

Lee EW, Bekalu MA, McCloud R, Vallone D, Arya M, Osgood N, Li X, Minsky S,
Viswanath K. The Potential of Smartphone Apps in Informing Protobacco and
Antitobacco Messaging Efforts Among Underserved Communities: Longitudinal
Observational Study. J Med Internet Res. Vol. 22(7), e17451, July, 2020.
http://doi.org/10.2196/17451

Lee HE, Kim I, Kim MH, Kawachi I. Increased risk of suicide after occupational injury
in Korea. Occupational and Environmental Medicine. Occup Environ Med. August 13,
2020. https://doi.org/10.1136/oemed-2020-106687

Nagler E, Pednekar M, Sinha D, Adhikari K, Vriniotis M, Gupta P, Sorensen G.
Disseminating an Evidence-Based Tobacco Control Intervention for School
Teachers in India: Overview and Preliminary Findings. J Glob Oncol . Vol. 6(suppl. 1),
pp. 55-55, July 27, 2020. http://doi.org/10.1200/GO.20.51000

Reisner SL, Pletta DR, Potter J, Deutsch MB. Initial psychometric evaluation of a brief
sexual functioning screening tool for transmasculine adults: Transmasculine
Sexual Functioning Index. J Sex Med. Vol. 8(3), pp. 350-360, September, 2020.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esxm.2020.05.006

Ramanadhan S, Galbraith-Gyan K, Revette A, Foti A, James CR, Martinez-Dominguez V,
Miller E, Tappin J, Tracy N, Bruff C, Donaldson ST, Minsky S, Sempasa D, Siqueira C,
Viswanath K. Key considerations for designing capacity-building interventions to
support evidence-based programming in underserved communities: a qualitative
exploration. Transl Behav Med. June, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1093/tbm/ibz177

Ramanadhan S, Daly J, Lee RM, Kruse GR, Deutsch C. Network-Based Delivery and
Sustainment of Evidence-Based Prevention in Community-Clinical Partnerships
Addressing Health Equity: A Qualitative Exploration. Front Public Health. Vol. 8, 213,
June, 2020. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2020.00213

Williams DR, Cooper LA. COVID-19 and Health Equity-A New Kind of "Herd
Immunity". JAMA. Vol. 323(24), pp. 2478-2480, June, 2020.
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2020.8051

Van Dyke ME, Baumhofer NK, Slopen N, Mujahid MS, Clark CR, Williams DR, & Lewis
TT. Pervasive Discrimination and Allostatic Load in African-American and White
Adults. Psychosom Med. Vol. 82(3), pp 316-323, April, 2020.
https://doi.org/10.1097/PSY.0000000000000788

Wynne KJ, Petrova M, Coghlan R. Dying individuals and suffering populations:
applying a population-level bioethics lens to palliative care in humanitarian
contexts: before, during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. J Med. Ethics. Vol. 46, pp.
514-525, July, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2019-105943

Zatz LY, Hersh E, Gudzune KA, Thorndike AN, Goldenberg MN, Bleich SN. Physicians'
political party affiliation and clinical management of obesity. Clin Obes. Vol. 10(5),
e12396: October, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1111/cob.12396

Events and Seminars
WGH – TBD Event
Week of Sep 14, Via Zoom
Email WGH for more information

Implementation Science Working Group – September Meeting
Tue, Sep 15, 4-5pm ET, Via Zoom
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Email community@catalyst.harvard.edu for Zoom details

Positive Health Interest Group – September Meeting
Thur, Sep 17, 1-1:50pm ET, Via Zoom
RSVP

Massachusetts Public Health Association Virtual Breakfast
Cosponsored by Harvard Catalyst Community Engagement
Fri, Sep 18, 9-10am ET, Online
Register

Reflections on Outbreaks & Public Health Leadership
Speaker: Mary Travis Bennett
Mon, Sep 21, 1-1:50pm ET, Via Zoom
RSVP

Happiness Center Seminar Series – Social inequalities in physical and
psychological health: An update on current knowledge
Speaker: Mika Kivimäki
Wed, Sep 23, 1-1:50pm ET, Via Zoom
RSVP

Center for Health and Happiness – Fall Social
Wed, Sep 30, 1-1:50pm ET, Via Zoom
RSVP

Ethnicity, Racism, and Inequalities in Covid-19 Related Outcomes in the UK
Speaker: James Nazroo
Mon, Oct 5, 1-1:50pm ET, Via Zoom
RSVP

WGH Working Group – October Meeting
Wed, Oct 7, 1-2pm ET, Via Zoom
RSVP

WGH – TBD Event
Week of Oct 14, Via Zoom
Email WGH for more information

Positive Health Interest Group – October Meeting
Thur, Oct 15, 1-1:50pm ET, Via Zoom
RSVP

Implementation Science Working Group – October Monthly Meeting
Tue, Oct 20, 4-5pm ET, Via Zoom
Email community@catalyst.harvard.edu for Zoom details

Beyond Longevity Symposium – A Positive Health Perspective on Aging: Social
Assets
Wed, Oct 21, 2-3:30pm ET, Via Zoom
RSVP

Dept of Social and Behavioral Sciences
Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health
677 Huntington Avenue | Kresge Building
Boston, MA 02115

phone: 617.432.1135 | fax: 617.432.3123
email: sbs@hsph.harvard.edu
website: hsph.harvard.edu/social-and-
behavioral-sciences/
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