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South-South migration has overtaken        
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Global North
146 million

= 57%

Global South
112 million

= 43%

258 million 
= 3.4% of 
world pop

Percentage female among international 
migrants worldwide and by income group of

the country or area of destination
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Global immigration and emigration 
rates (2017)

Share of migrants who remain in their 
region of birth (2017) 

16%

28%

53%

60%

60%

67%

LAC

Northern
America

Africa

Asia

Oceania

Europe

85% of today’s 
refugees in 

Global South

Source: UNHCR 2017

Major refugee-hosting countries

Source: UNHCR 2017

Major source-countries of refugees

Source: UNHCR 2017

Number of refugee per 1,000 inhabitants 
(end-2016)
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Others of concern

UNHCR persons of concern: refugees, asylum 
seekers, IDPs, stateless persons and returnees 

(2000-2016) (in millions)
Zataari (Jordan) 

March 2017: 79,700

Dadaab (Kenya) 
2011: 439,000                                2018: 250,000

Accommodation of refugees (2014-
2016, end-year)

(UNHCR 2017)

Who’s a migrant? Who’s a refugee?
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Statistical 
definitions Legal definitions

Policy definitions
Terms used in the 

media, statements, 
etc.

Statistical definition of 
international migrant

Person 
• who resides outside his or her country of birth 

for one year or more, irrespective of the 
motivation to move
or 

• who resides in a country holding a foreign 
citizenship (thus, counting ‘legal foreigner’).

258

726

40.3

International
migrants

(2017)

Internal migrants
(2005)

IDPs
(2017)

(in million)

Migration is Global and Multi-directional

Group Excercise

Public Policies and M&D

Migration and Development

Migrants’ rights and governance 

International Mobility: A snapshot

Migration, Displacement, and the SDGs What 3 regimes exist for migrant protections?

• General Human Rights Norms (“everybody 
rights”) è universality of HR.

• Specific Migrant and Refugee Rights: mostly 
specific interpretations of general HR.

• Domestic rights: same content but different 
source, not international but domestic law.
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It’s important to uphold 
migrants’ and refugees’ human rights because 

…• It is the right thing to do.
• It is international/national law.
• Not doing it can lead to shaming at 

international fora
• It increases the potential and agency 

of migrants.
• Leads to better, more appropriate 

policies.
• Creates trust.
• Not doing it can create public health, 

rule of law, and security challenges. 

Moral/normative
Legal
Diplomacy/IR

Public Policy 

Are there “hierarchies” of  migrants? 

International convention on the rights and duties of 
all persons moving from one State to another and of 
the States they leave, transit or enter 

Migrant Workers 
& Residents

Model International Mobility Convention
Cumulative character of rights

Visitors
Tourists

Students

Migrant Workers and their families in 
an irregular situation

Migrant Workers and their 
Families in a regular situation

Temporary 
Migrant 
Workers

Migrant 
Domestic 
Workers

Migrant 
Entre-

preneur

Forced Migrants & Refugees
Interim protection

International refuge

Ratification of  key migration conventions

Source: UN Population Division, 2017

Ratification of  the MWC: 51 states
Albania, Argentina, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belize, 
Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, 
Chile, Colombia, Congo, East Timor, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, Guyana, Guinea, 
Honduras, Indonesia, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, Libya, 
Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Paraguay, Peru, 
Philippines, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Lanka, Saint Vincent&Grenadines, Syria, Tajikistan, 
Turkey, Uganda and Uruguay 

(March 2018)
Average < 3% 

immigrants/pop
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Country 
of 

residence

Transit 
CountriesCountry 

of 
origin

What is the role of human rights in the 
context of

#UN4RefugeesMigrants
• New York Declaration acknowledges the importance of 

migrant rights 
• Lead to negotiations for 
– Global Compact for Refugees
– Global Compact on Safe, Orderly & Regular 

Migration 
Both to be adopted in 2018

Group Exercise

Public Policies and M&D

Migration and Development

Migrants’ rights and governance 

International Mobility: A snapshot

Migration, Displacement, and the SDGs

Unpacking the  
link  between  
development and 
human mobility 

1. Whose Development?

2. What is Development?

3. How to measure development?

4. What are the links between migration 
and development?

5. What role can policies play?

Key fundamental questions for a Migration 
and Human Development Framework
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DMMD
DaM-MaD-MaC-DOTVUM framework

• Development affecting mobility (DaM)
• Migration as development (MaD)
• Mobile populations as contributors to 

development (MaC) 
• Development outcomes targeting vulnerable 

mobile populations (DOTVUM). 

affect Sustainable Development
Outcomes

Refugees       
Internally 
Displaced 
Persons

Emigrants 
& diasporaImmigrants           

Emigration

Immigration

target Displacement

target and vulnerable 
populations for SD outcomes

SD 
affects 

mobility

leads 
to

Emigration/
Mobility

Migration as 
development

contribute

Emigrants 
& diaspora 

Immigrants

Refugees

Contri-
butors
to SD

41Guide 1 • Introduction to Gender, Migration and Development 

Graphic 8:

Empowerment in the Balance: Weighing the Impact of Women’s Migration on Gender Equity 

The Transnational Family
Instead of regrouping in the destination country, today many families choose to maintain 
family members in two (or more) countries, thus forming a transnational family. Usually this 
arrangement emerges out of a lack of other options, either because migration policies tend 
to promote temporary migration of individual migrants, or because a lack of legal migration 
options leaves others to migrate irregularly. In addition, the nature of the immigrant labor 
market, with employment options such as agriculture or domestic service, does not facilitate 
family cohabitation. At the same time, new communications technologies and transportation 
options facilitate more frequent contact and the ability to manage family matters despite the 
distance inherent to transnational family life.   

Decision-making Power
in Household

Purchase of Home
or Business 

Earning Capacity Self-Esteem

Status in 
Community

Autonomy

Access to Education
for Children

Renegotiation of 
Gender Roles

Improved Quality
of Life in Origin Abuse & Exploitation

“De-skilling”

Double Discrimination: 
Female and Foreign

Isolation

Poorly Paid
Work

Frustration Invisibility / 
Voice not Heard

Stigma of  “bad mother” for 
“abandoning” children in origin

Double Burden of Productive & 
Reproductive Work

?Empowerment ?Disempowerment

Double Burden of
Productive & 

Reproductive Work

“De-skilling”

Isolation Frustration

Abuse & Exploitation

Double Discrimination: 
Female and Foreign

Invisibility / 
Voice not Heard

Stigma of “bad mother” for 
“abandoning” children in 

originPoorly Paid Work

Renegotiation of 
Gender Roles 

Autonomy 
Access to Education

for Children 

Status in Community 

Improved Quality of Life in 
Origin 

Purchase of Home 
or Business 

Decision-making Power in 
Household

Earning Capacity 

Self-Esteem 

Empowerment Disempowerment

Migration and Gender

Political 
representation/participation

Gendered 
access to 
services

Loss of identity

Channel Diaspora Contributions into 
Sustainable Development

Sustainable Development

$
Savings

Charity

Invest-
ments

Remittances
• Individual
• Collective
• Savings

Diaspora investments
• Direct
• Portfolio 

Charitable contributions
“Social remittances”

17 SDGs and 169 associated targets.
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Migration as 
development

As vulnerable  
populations

Sust. 
Dev.

SD
affecting
mobility

Migrants 
as 
contri-
butors

Indirect 
targets

Direct 
targets 

Direct 
targets 

Direct 
targets 

Indirect
targets

Indirect 
targets

Indirect 
targets

Source:
Naujoks 2018

Sustainable Development Goals & Migration

SDGs, Rights & Migration

• Protect labour standards of migrant 
workers.

• Facilitate orderly, safe, regular 
migration through well-managed 
migration policies. 

SDG10: Reduce 
inequality within 
and among 
countries

Target 10.7: Facilitate orderly, 
safe, regular migration 
through well-managed 
migration policies. 

Indicators
• 10.7.1 Recruitment cost borne by employee as a 

proportion of yearly income earned in country of 
destination.

• 10.7.2: Number of countries that have 
implemented well-managed migration policies. 

Group Exercise

Public Policies and M&D

Migration and Development

Migrants’ rights and governance 

International Mobility: A snapshot

Migration, Displacement, and the SDGs
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Policies & Programmes
• Design
• Implementation
• M&E

Develop-
ment

Migration&Displacement
• Immigration
• Emigration
• Displacement
• Diaspora options
• Return migration
• Transit

Migration, Displacement & Development Policies Migration, Displacement & Development Policies

Migration & 
Displacement

Rural 
Development

SMEs & 
Industry

Good 
Governance

Conflict/ 
Security

Social 
Development

Education

Economic 
Development Employment

Environment & 
Climate Change

Agriculture

Finance

Development-
sensitive 

Migration 
Policies

Migration Policies
•Who and how many 

enter (immigration) 
or leave the country 
(emigration).
• Asylum policies.
ÞWhat status/rights?
ÞNeed to consider 

development 
impact

Development-
sensitive 

Migration 
Policies Migration-sensitive

public policies

Migration-targeted
public policies

• In addition to fiscal, 
admin., econ., social, 
environment impact:
• Initiatives è migration?
• Migration è initiative?
• Unforeseen/unintended 

effect for                           
im/emigration, return, 
refugees or IDPs?
• Future im/emigration = 

threat to policy?
è choose different 
policy option or 
modify options. 

Migration-sensitive activities

Share of  United Nations Development 
Assistance Frameworks (UNDAFs) with 
migration and displacement references

Any reference

91%

Migration, 
remittances, 

return, diaspora,

84%

Refugees and 
displacement

75%

Citizenship and 
nationality

18%

World N=119

Migration and Displacement in UNDAFs

81%
LATIN AMERICA 

& CARIBBEAN

100%

EUROPE

90%

AFRICA

100%

OCEANIA

97%

ASIA
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(Daniel Naujoks. 2016. Migration, Displacement and Sustainable Development)

Support 
development 
effect of 
contributions 
of emigrants 

Development
Outcomes

target/vulnerable pop

Root 
Causes

Migration = dev

Con-
tribu
tors

Programming for & with vulnerable mobile 
pop beyond emergency humanitarian aid

è long-term SD solutions

1. Facilitate e/immigration
2. Enable safe migration/routes
3. Maximize human dev outcomes

Address 
push 
factors 
è enable 
people to 
choose to 
stay home

# of migrants &
conditions
affect

From vulnerable 
pop to 
contributors

Ability 

Permissibility

Decision to 
act Development

Remitting, investing, 
trading, returning, 

lobbying, 
etc.• Migrants’ capacity

• Empowerment
• Networks

• Legal&regulatory 
framework

• Information on it

• Trust building
• Opportunities
• Information

56

Vector 
# 
of 

migra
nts

Determinants of 
migrants’ 

engagement

Intended 
Impacts

Entry points for Public 
Policies

(Daniel Naujoks. 2013. Migration, Citizenship, and Development. OUP)

Being economically 
active, self-sustain, 

etc.

ADeP Framework

From Policy to Impact

Policy

Outputs

Impacts Theory of Change
How do migration and 
displacement-related policies 
and programmes produce 
outcomes & impacts?

Group Exercise

Public Policies and M&D

Migration and Development

Migrants’ rights and governance 

International Mobility: A snapshot

Migration, Displacement, and the SDGs

Group exercise: Connecting specific 
SDG targets and human mobility 
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Group exercise: Connecting specific 
SDG targets and human mobility 

(Daniel Naujoks. 2016. Migration, Displacement and Sustainable Development)

Support 
development 
effect of 
contributions 
of emigrants 

Development
Outcomes

target/vulnerable pop

Root 
Causes

Migration = dev

Con-
tribu
tors

Programming for & with vulnerable mobile 
pop beyond emergency humanitarian aid

è long-term SD solutions

1. Facilitate e/immigration
2. Enable safe migration/routes
3. Maximize human dev outcomes

Address 
push 
factors 
è enable 
people to 
choose to 
stay home

# of migrants &
conditions
affect

From vulnerable 
pop to 
contributors

What are key push factors?
• High population 

growth/density 
• Lack of jobs/livelihoods
• Political repression/ lack 

of governance.
• War, crime, violence.
• Environmental 

degradation/ disasters

The “push-pull” factor model

What are key pull factors?
• Higher income and 

available jobs
• Available land
• Political freedom

“Push-Pull factors”
It is not really a “model” because:
• Purely descriptive/a heuristic 
• Too deterministic
• Lack of explanatory framework
• People move “against” the 

framework (e.g., return 
migration). 
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“Trapped” populations Do development 
programmes address 
the “root causes” of 
migration/displacement?

Does “more development” 
mean less migration?

What needs to be 
considered?

• People have jobs that 
pay enough so they don’t 
have to leave their 
homes è reduces 
migration. 

• Leads to more local 
entrepreneurs and 
development which in 
turn decreases migration 
pressures. 69

• Helps to cover migration 
cost è increases migration.

• Leads to more opportunities 
to find employment 
opportunities abroad and 
access to information about 
travel routes.

+
Migration

Migration
–

More development may lead to ….

Higher income 

More access to education and information 

• Leads to more 
incentives to stay at 
“home”.

70

• Leads to aspirations, 
capabilities, social 
networks to migrate.

+
Migration

More development may lead to ….

Overall more development 

Þ thus, the impact of 
development on migration 
is not linear or clear. 

Migration
–

The Migration Hump 
(Migration Transition Theory)

Development level / income

Level of 
Out-
Migration

(Source: UK House of Commons. 2004. Select Committee on International Development 
Sixth Report)

Does the wish to address the root 
causes of migration/displacement 
lead to problematic allocations of 
development funds?

è Areas that are migration-prone 
but not the poorest?

è Regions close to major donor 
countries, but not poorer 
countries/regions further away 
from such countries?

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200304/cmselect/cmintdev/79/7902.htm
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Key take-away points
• Migrants, refugees, and displaced persons are at 

the heart of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and other key development 
frameworks. 

• International human mobility is multi-directional 
and multi-facetted. 

• When defining migrants, refugees, etc. it is 
important to differentiate between statistical, legal, 
and policy definitions, while also considering the 
connotations of certain terms for the discourse at 
large.

Key take-away points

• The Global South hosts 42% of international 
migrants and 84% of global refugees. 

• It is important to differentiate effects of human 
mobility for those on the move, from impacts for 
communities and countries of origin, transit and 
of destination. 

Key take-away points
• There are several SDG targets that directly and 

explicitly focus on migrants. This includes target 10.7 
on migration governance, target 8.8 on migrants 
labour rights and several targets on human trafficking.

• Migration and displacement need equally be 
considered with regard to a large number of SDG 
targets that do not explicitly refer to human mobility. 
Indirect SDG targets can consider migrants, refugees 
and IDPs as 
– Vulnerable populations that shall not be left behind.
– Contributors to achieve specific SDGs  

Key take-away points

• When designing public policies to address the link 
between human mobility and sustainable 
development, we need to go beyond simplistic 
assumptions and have concrete theories of change.

• Policies for migrants and displaced persons need to 
be based on their specific needs, potentials, and 
preferences.

Thanks for your 
attention!

Daniel Naujoks
daniel.naujoks@columbia.edu | @danaujoks


