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Harvard's 2015 health benefits changes and you
Open Enrollment for employee benefits ends November 19, and a
 number of important changes are occurring to health insurance
 benefits for faculty and non-union employees that you should know
 about before making final benefits decisions. To learn more, take this
 tutorial or attend one of the information sessions being offered. The
 tutorial covers the health plan changes for faculty, nonunion staff and
 retirees under age 65, including how the deductibles, coinsurance,
 and out-of-pocket maximums will work, and is followed by a short
 self-assessment to help you focus on the plans that may best meet
 your needs and those of your family.

 
More on the School's name change transition
With HSPH’s name slated to officially change in January to the
 Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, you should continue
 using current HSPH branding through year end — but may want to
 begin limiting any large printing or re-printing projects when possible
 until the new name and branding guidelines are completed and
 released in early 2015. That way, materials can be more quickly
 transitioned to the new name rather than having large supplies of
 materials with the old name that need to  be used up first. Contact
 Julie Rafferty in Communications with questions.

 
Campaign to reduce firearm
 suicide wins support among
 NH firearm retailers
Nearly half of firearm retailers in
 New Hampshire displayed
 materials from a firearm suicide
 prevention campaign generated
 by a coalition of gun owners and
 public health professionals.

Around the School

Alumni Weekend

November 6, 2014

Event Highlights

Watch Live Webcast—
 The 2014 U.S. Midterm
 Elections: What's at Stake
 for Health Reform
November 7
 12:30–1:30 PM

Global Health Systems: A
 joint seminar series
Offered by the Department of
 Global Health and Population’s
 Global Health Systems Cluster
 and The Department of Health
 Policy and Management’s
 Initiative on Global Health Quality
 November 10
 Speaker: Hilary Thomas
 12:30–1:30 PM
 FXB G13 (future locations TBA)
 Upcoming talks:
 12/15–Arthur Chiaro 
 TBD–Philippe Douste-Blazy

On My Own Time exhibit and
 reception
Exhibit showcases the talents of
 Harvard LMA employees
 November 12– 21 
 HSDM Research Education Bldg.
 (behind 188 Longwood Ave.)
 Opening reception: 
 November 12
 2:30–4:30 PM

The Humanitarian
 Dimensions of the Ebola
 Epidemic
Speaker: Michael VanRooyen
 November 12
 4:00–-5:00 PM
 Kresge 502

Event calendar >
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Nearly 200 alumni recently
 returned to the School for the
 annual reunion. This year’s event
 focused on ways in which big data
 will have an impact on the future of
 public health.

Symposium gathers experts
 on homeostatic regulation
Attendees at the 17th annual John
 B. Little Symposium heard about
 research including radiation
 epidemiology and how certain
 genes extend lifespan.

Hack Ebola (with Data!)
Statistics without Borders and other humanitarian organizations have
 been consolidating data on West Africa in hopes of better
 understanding the Ebola epidemic, and they need data scientists of
 all kinds to discover patterns relating to the spread of the epidemic.
 HackEbola is a data hackathon to address this important need.

 Participants will be provided time series of Ebola cases, as well as a
 large amount of structured information about various regions. The
 goal is not only to be able to predict cases, but to also determine
 what factors are important for good prediction (and ideally
 actionable.)  

 Where: Northwest Building, Harvard (52 Oxford Street)
 Important Dates:
 November 17: Data made available
 November 21, 5:00 PM: Kickoff
 November 23, 4:00 PM: Closing of the hackathon (but the analysis
 can continue)

Applicants should notify ORSD of their interest. Contact Amanda
 Spickard at 617-432-1711 with questions.

Harvard Art Museums re-open November 16
The Fogg Museum, the Busch-Reisinger Museum, and the Arthur M.
 Sackler Museum are now united under one roof. The museums are
 hosting special events that will give the Harvard community
 opportunities to preview the expanded galleries.

Featured videos

Ebola fear, not science, driving
 policies

Using journalism and the media
 for public health

Research news

Rolling back school lunch
 nutrition standards a bad idea

Base Ebola quarantine policies
 on science

Report urges investment in health
 of young adults

Women dismiss heart disease
 warning signs more than men

U.S. hospitals prepare for Ebola
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