World Infrastructure Data 1950-1995
A description of the data and sources can be found in:
Canning, David, “A Database of World Stocks of Infrastructure: 1950-1995,” The World Bank Economic Review, 1998, Vol. 12(3), pp 529-548.

This is a slightly updated version of the updated version with minor data changes in some variables.  

The data files are in Microsoft excel 97 spreadsheets. 

The data runs from 1950 to 1995 and cover the same 152 countries as the Penn World Tables 5.6. The codes used for the countries are the same as in the Penn World Tables 5.6.

DATAFILES

Filename
Description





Data Type

ROADFIN
Total Roads, kilometers  



Raw data

PAVFIN
Paved Roads, kilometers 



Raw data

PAVWORK
Paved Roads, kilometers



Manipulated data

EGCFIN
Electricity Generating Capacity, thousand kilowatts
Raw data

RAILFIN
Rail Track length, kilometers



Raw data

RAILWORK
Rail Track length, kilometers



Manipulated data

TELFIN
Telephones, number




Raw data

TELWORK 
Telephones, number




Manipulated data

MAINFIN
Telephone main lines, number


Raw data

MAINWORK
Telephone main lines, number


Manipulated data

Raw data is as it appears in sources. Manipulated data has been linked together over breaks to give data that is consistent over time, and gaps of up to 5 years have been interpolated. 

The file PAVQUAL gives information on the source and coverage of the paved road data.

Code


Data Source



Data Coverage

0


No source



No coverage

1


National source


All Paved Roads

2


United Nations


All Paved Roads / Unclear

3


International Road Federation

Non-Urban Paved Roads

4


World Bank



Sub-Class of Paved Roads

The later columns give data on infrastructure quality:

% local telephone calls unsuccessful 1990

% paved main roads in fair condition 1984

% paved main roads in poor condition 1984

% unpaved main roads in fair condition 1984

% unpaved main roads in poor condition 1984

% paved main roads in fair condition 1988

% paved main roads in poor condition 1988

% unpaved main roads in fair condition 1988

% unpaved main roads in poor condition 1988

 % of diesel locomotives available 1990-1995

% of system electricity loses 1971, 1980, 1990

The percentage of the road network in good condition can be calculated as 100 minus the percentages in fair and poor condition..

