Social Network Index

Variable documentation and SAS code

/***********************************************************

   MARRIED:  Married or not.

      0=Not married

      1=Married

************************************************************/

Items:

MS1
1.  Have you ever been married?  (include common-law marriages)

1 – Yes
7 – Refused

2 – No
8 – Don’t know


If No, go to next section

MS2
2.  Are you now married, separated, divorced, or widowed?

1 – Married
7 – Refused

2 – Separated
8 – Don’t know

3 -- Divorced
9 – Not applicable

4 -- Widowed

SAS Code:

select;

   when(ms2=1) married=1;

   when(2<=ms2<=4) married=0;

   when(ms1=2) married=0;

   otherwise married=.;

end;

/*************************************************************

   CHURCH:  Attends religious services at least 1x/month

      0=Does not attend religious services at least 1x/month

      1=Attends religious services at least 1x/month

*************************************************************/

Items:

REL2
2.  About how often do you go to religious meetings or services?

1 – Never/almost never
5 – Once a week 

2 – Once or twice a year
6 – More than once a week

3 – Every few months
7 – Refused

4 – Once or twice a month
8 – Don’t know

SAS Code:

select;

   when(4<=rel2<=6) church=1;

   when(1<=rel2<=3) church=0;

   otherwise church=.;

end;

/*************************************************************

   CLUBS:  Membership in organizations other than church.

      Includes church-related groups/clubs.

      0=Does not belong to any groups/clubs

      1=Does belong to at least 1 group/club

***********************************************************/

Items:

GROUPS
Do you participate in any groups such as a senior center, social or work group, church connected group, self-help group, or charity, public service or community group?

1 – Yes
7 – Refused 

2 – No
8 – Don’t know

SAS Code:
select;

   when(groups=1) clubs=1;

   when(groups=2) clubs=0;

   otherwise clubs=.;

end;

/*************************************************************

   RELFRNDS:  Count of close relatives or friends.  Missingness for 
RELFRNDS is handled under CLOSETIES.

****************************************************************/

Items:

SN7A
7a.  How many of your children do you feel very close to?

__ __ Children
97 – Refused


98 – Don’t know


99 – Not applicable

SN11
11.  In general, apart from your children, how many other relatives do you have that you feel close to?  (People you feel at ease with, can talk to about private matters, and can call on for help)?

__ __ Relatives
97 – Refused


98 – Don’t know

SN15
15.  In general, how many close friends do you have?  (People that you feel at ease with, can talk to about private matters, and can call on for help).

__ __ Friends
97 – Refused


98 – Don’t know

SAS Code:

relfrnds=0;

if .<sn7a<=97 then relfrnds=relfrnds+sn7a;

if .<sn11<=97 then relfrnds=relfrnds+sn11;

if .<sn15<=97 then relfrnds=relfrnds+sn15;

/*************************************************************

CLOSETIES:  Has at least 2 close relatives (including children)

 
or friends 

      0=Has fewer than 2 close relatives or friends 

      1=Has 2 or more close relatives or friends 

****************************************************************/

SAS Code:

select;

      when(relfrnds<2) do;


    /* check for missing information in relfrnds */


    /* if any component is missing, relfrnds & closeties



 are both missing because we don’t know whether relfrnds

 <2 or >=2 */


    if nmiss(sn7a, sn11, sn15)>0 then do;



 relfrnds=.;

             closeties=.;

          end;

    else closeties=0;

end;

      when(relfrnds>=2) do;


   /* check for missing information in relfrnds */


   /* if any component is missing, relfrnds is missing



but closeties is ok because we know that relfrnds 

is at least 2 */

         if nmiss(sn7a, sn11, sn15)>0 then relfrnds=.;

   closeties=1;

end;

      otherwise closeties=.;

   end;

/****************************************************************

   SOCNET:  Sum of MARRIED, CHURCH, CLUBS, CLOSETIES.  Range 0-4

      with 0=no social network and 4=high social network.  If any

      component is missing, SOCNET is missing.

******************************************************************/

SAS Code:

socnet=married+church+clubs+closeties;

