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The NIH Public Access Policy requires that the final version of any peer-reviewed journal article resulting from NIH-funded activities MUST be submitted to the PubMed Central (PMC) repository, where it will be made available to the public within 12 months after publication.  The NIH investigator is responsible for compliance.  A notation regarding this compliance requirement is included as standard language in NIH Award Statements.
Although there was an initial “grace period”, NIH is now rejecting non-competing progress reports that cite manuscripts that do not have a PubMed Central ID number (PMCID).  Further, failure to provide evidence of compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy in an application, proposal or report is considered by NIH to be a violation of the terms and conditions of the award.  NIH may suspend awards found to be out of compliance, pending corrective action, or may terminate the award for cause: NOT-OD-09-136: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-09-136.html
It is critical that all investigators ensure that papers resulting from NIH-funded research, once accepted, are uploaded to PubMed Central. This document summarizes the instructions: http://publicaccess.nih.gov/index.htm
There are several steps that must be followed in order to comply with this policy:

1. Grants Must be Appropriately Acknowledged in Manuscripts

If you reference a paper on your NIH progress report/renewal as being supported by your grant, then it is subject to the Public Access Policy and the paper will need to be uploaded to PMC, you should also be sure that the paper acknowledges the grant.

2. Clarify the Journal’s Copyright Policy

Before you sign a publication or copyright transfer agreement, make sure that the agreement allows the paper to be posted to PubMed Central (PMC) upon acceptance for publication, and to be made publicly available on PMC no later than 12 months after the official date of publication.   

Harvard has developed an addendum, or a simple legal document, to help you modify a publishing agreement that does not explicitly allow compliance with NIH policy.  The Addendum Generator allows you to generate a PDF version of the addendum to attach to publishing agreements: https://www.countway.harvard.edu/menuNavigation/libraryServices/nihPublicAccess/forms.html
To use the addendum, complete it, sign and date it, add the statement to the publishing agreement: “My agreement is subject to your acceptance of the attached addendum”, and then attach the addendum to the publishing agreement before submitting
Harvard University policy requires faculty to submit a copy of the publishing agreement and amendment to HSPH OFS Sponsored Programs Administration, Kresge 506.  More information on Harvard University Policy is available at: https://www.countway.harvard.edu/menuNavigation/libraryServices/nihPublicAccess.html
It is good practice to include a statement in all cover letters for new submissions notifying the publisher that the paper is subject to the NIH policy.   If you are a co-author, read the terms of the copyright agreement carefully before signing; if it is not clear that the terms allow for compliance with the policy, ask the first author to address this issue, and add the Harvard Addendum to your copyright statement.

3. If the Journal automatically uploads
Some journals have a policy of uploading published manuscripts directly to PubMed Central, without the authors’ involvement. NIH maintains a list of journals that have this arrangement with NIH:

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm 


If this is the case, your manuscript should be set, although authors should periodically double-check to ensure that their final articles have appeared in PubMed Central in the required timeframe.
4. If The Journal Does Not Automatically Upload
Many journals have a copyright policy that allows compliance, but do not automatically upload their manuscripts.  In this case, the author must log on to the NIH Manuscript Submission System and deposit the final peer-reviewed manuscript: http://www.nihms.nih.gov/ 

It typically takes only about 5-10 minutes to upload.  Note that journals may have specific requirements about which version can be uploaded, and required links to the journals’ website that must be included.
You will have several choices of venue through which to submit. For most investigators, it will be through era commons.  You will be notified by PMC to review/ approve your manuscript before it is released for public view. 

5. Cite Papers
On NIH applications, proposals and reports, you must include the PMC reference number (PMCID) at the end of the full citation of papers that fall under the Public Access Policy and arise from your NIH award. 
Example: Varmus H, Klausner R, Zerhouni E, Acharya T, Daar AS, Singer PA. Public health. Grand Challenges in Global Health. Science. 2003 Oct 17;302(5644):398-9.PMCID: PMC243493

 

If the PMCID has not been assigned yet, designate compliance as follows:

· If the journal automatically submits to PubMed Central, indicate “PMC Journal - In Process” in place of the PMCID at the end of the full citation. 

· If you are in the process of submitting to PubMed Central, provide the NIH Manuscript Submission System reference number (NIHMS ID) in place of the PMCID at the end of the full citation.  

Effective August 21, 2009, an NIHMS ID may be used to indicate compliance with the Public Access Policy for up to three months after a paper is published. After that period, a PMCID must be provided in order to indicate compliance. The NIHMS will indicate when an NIHMSID is invalid and no longer acceptable evidence of compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy.  This information will also be available on PI’s eRA Commons Profile, provided that the manuscript was linked with the PI’s award in the NIHMS.

For further questions regarding the NIH Public Access Policy, please contact Dr. Karen Emmons, Associate Dean of Research, HSPH, kemmons@hsph.harvard.edu, 617-432-1209. 

Additional Information and Important Things to Note:

Many Journals Do Not Automatically Submit to PubMed Central: Several public health journals do not automatically submit their published papers, and thus no assumptions should be made about  a particular journal’s policy. In addition, some journals state in their author instructions that they have a policy of automatically submitting to PMC, but are not listed on the most recent version of the NIH list. Thus, it is prudent to double-check the policy of the target journal.

Restriction of Rights are Not Limited to PubMed Central: You must, at a minimum, reserve the nonexclusive right for the authors and Harvard to use the article in order to comply with the NIH Policy, and to authorize the NIH to use the article and make it publicly available in accordance with the NIH Policy. You may also reserve additional rights under copyright for yourself and any other authors (e.g. right to put an article in other repositories); relevant addenda for these purposes are available at  https://www.countway.harvard.edu/menuNavigation/libraryServices/nihPublicAccess.html,  http://scholars.sciencecommons.org.   


There are no fees required for submitting articles to PubMed Central: Some publishers will submit the article for you as a service, but may charge a fee.  NIH direct deposit is FREE - paying the publisher is NOT necessary.
The Difference Between PubMed Central (PMC) and PubMed (PM): PMC is an index of full-text papers, while PubMed is an index of abstracts. The PMC ID links to full-text papers in PMC, while the PMID links to abstracts in PubMed.  The Public Access Policy requires providing the PMCID. 

Locating the PMCID:  The PMCID is posted in PubMed as soon as an article has been successfully processed by PMC, usually around the time of publication.  PMCIDs are listed in the lower right corner of the AbstractPlus view of PubMed (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/PubMed).  If the paper is processed but not yet publicly available, PubMed will also list the date the paper be available. 

Many bibliography management software packages provide methods of obtaining PMCIDs. NIH offers a converter tool to translate between PMIDs and PMCIDs. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/pmctopmid

To what papers does the NIH Public Access Policy apply? 

The Policy applies to any manuscript that:

· Is peer-reviewed; 

· And, is accepted for publication in a journal on or after April 7, 2008; 

· And, arises from: 

· Any direct funding (costs that can be specifically identified with a particular project or activity) from an NIH grant or cooperative agreement active in Fiscal Year 2008 or beyond, or; 

· Any direct funding from an NIH contract signed on or after April 7, 2008, or; 

· Any direct funding from the NIH Intramural Program, or; 

· An NIH employee 
If you reference a paper on your NIH progress report/renewal as being supported by your grant, then it will need to be uploaded to PMC, AND you should be sure that the paper acknowledges the grant.

If your paper does not meet the criteria above, it does not fall under the policy. If you still want to deposit in PMC, you need to determine whether the journal’s copyright allows this. 


Papers that are not funded by NIH do not have to be deposited in PMC. The NIH policy applies only to papers resulting from NIH-funded research. If you publish a paper funded exclusively by a private foundation, that paper is not subject to the policy. In fact, if you deposit it, you may be in violation of the copyright—you would need to check with the publisher to be sure. This paper could be mentioned in an NIH progress report, but would not be listed as a paper emanating from the grant.

Papers resulting from more than one grant sponsor.  If you publish a paper funded by a private foundation for a study on which NIH effort has been expended (e.g. in the case of a K-award), you would report that paper on your K-award progress report and deposit the paper in PMC.

Strategy for associating papers with grants. If a paper is conducted with any support from an NIH grant (e.g. investigator or staff effort, supplies, etc), then the grant should be listed and the paper deposited in PMC. However, if you are a collaborator on work funded by other agencies AND you did not use NIH resources to support your involvement, the policy would not apply. You would also not list the resulting papers in your NIH progress report as being support by your NIH grant.


The PI on the NIH award is ultimately responsible for compliance with the policy. The PI is ultimately the responsible party, even if s/he is not an author on a manuscript arising from his/her NIH award. This includes papers generated through subcontracts and by students.  PIs should confirm that all published work generated from their NIH-funded grants is in compliance with the policy.

If you are a co-author on a paper that must comply and the first/last authors are not addressing the policy. If you are planning to report the paper on an NIH progress report or reference it in a renewal as being generated by a previous award, you must be sure that the paper is deposited in PMC. Provide the grant PI with a copy of the HSPH Summary of the policy, and request that the article be deposited. You may consider asking for the author’s permission to upload it yourself if necessary. The Office of Research Strategy and Development can also provide assistance in these situations. 

If an FAS faculty member is an author or co-author.  Under the FAS policy on open access, FAS faculty members have granted Harvard a license to their scholarly articles that is broader than the rights needed to comply with the NIH Policy. If an NIH-funded article is covered by the FAS policy on open access, use the FAS addendum available at http://osc.hul.harvard.edu/addendum.php, rather than the NIH addendum referenced above, unless the FAS faculty author has requested a waiver of the FAS policy for the article.

The NIH Policy is mandatory and you must always reserve at least enough rights to enable the authors and the University to comply with it.

Compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy does not affect the outcome of an application’s scientific review, but can impact funding. Compliance with the policy is not a factor in the scientific and technical merit evaluation of grant applications. However, non-compliance will be addressed administratively, and may delay or prevent awarding of funds. 

A publisher says that an NIH-funded paper cannot be deposited under the NIH Public Access Policy. What should I do?  Publishers may ask authors to transfer copyrights when a paper is first submitted to a journal for review, and/or at the time it is accepted for publication. Authors should work with the publisher before any rights are transferred, to ensure that all conditions of the Public Access Policy can be met. If the journal does not allow you to comply, please notify the Office of Research Strategy and Development and we will provide assistance. 
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