
Celebrating the 
Life & Career of

James H. Ware

Reflecting on Jim’s impact 
on public health and his 
contributions to the school 
as a member of Harvard’s 
faculty for almost 40 years

Jim held several important positions and served on numerous 
panels and committees, including:

• Chair - Biostatistics, Epidemiology & Research Design Key Function 
Committee, National Clinical Translational Science Consortium

• Member - Anesthetic and Analgesic Drug Products Advisory Committee, 
Food and Drug Administration

• Committee on the Persian Gulf War Illness, National Academy of Sciences

• Policy Advisory Board - Study of Pulmonary Complications of AIDS, NHLBI

 1971-1979  
Mathematical Statistician, NIH

1979 
Arrived at Harvard as Associate Professor of Biostatistics

1987 
Elected Fellow of the ASA

1989 
President of the International Biometric Society, ENAR

1973-1975 & 1985-1989 
Editorial Board of the Journal of American Statistical Association

1996-2003 
Master of Cabot House, Harvard University

1990-2009   
Dean for Academic A"airs, HSPH

1990-2016 
Frederick Mosteller Professor of Biostatistics, HSPH

1990-2016 
Editorial Board of the New England Journal of Medicine

2011-2016 
Associate Dean for Clinical and Translational Science, HSPH

Jim’s career was distinguished by his leadership roles in academia 
and the professional societies and his devoted service on 
government panels and committees. He earned a well deserved 
reputation as an international scholar and educator in public health.
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Frederick Mosteller Professor of 
Biostatistics & Associate Dean for 
Clinical and Translational ScienceJim Ware

During his remarkable career of more than 45 years, Jim 
Ware’s work in academic a"airs, teaching, and scholarship 
was marked by an unwavering dedication to his profession, 
his colleagues, and the institutions he served. 

He was an extremely popular and inspirational teacher, with a 
unique ability to communicate complex ideas in a 
straightforward manner to a diverse audience. Extremely 
thoughtful and judicious in his leadership roles, he enabled 
projects to thrive and flourish.  

Jim was the embodiment of what we all hope for in a 
colleague and mentor – generous with his time, eternally 
optimistic, enthusiastic, supportive, and kind.

Welcome
Victor DeGruttola, Professor of Biostatistics
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

The Early Years at the NIH: Building a Career
Dave DeMets, Max Halperin Professor of Biostatistics
Former Chair, Department of Biostatistics and Medical Informatics
University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health

Jim and the Six-Cities Study
How Jim Taught the Real Meaning of Six Degrees of Separation
Frank Speizer, Professor of Environmental Science
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

Laird-Ware and the Six-Cities Study
Nan Laird, Harvey V. Fineberg Research Professor of Public Health
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

Jim’s Years as Academic Dean 
  (Video) Harvey V. Fineberg, President 
 Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation

 Barry Bloom, Harvard University Distinguished Service Professor 
 Joan L. and Julius H. Jacobson Professor of Public Health

Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

 David Hunter, Acting Dean of the Faculty & Dean of Academic A"airs
Vincent L. Gregory Professor in Cancer Prevention
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

Jim as a Mentor to Faculty
Xihong Lin, Henry Pickering Walcott Professor of Biostatistics
Chair, Department of Biostatistics
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

Jim at the New England Journal of Medicine
Je!rey Drazen, Editor-in-Chief
New England Journal of Medicine 
  
Concluding Remarks


